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No. 624. 
From 

COLONEL CHARLES HERVEY, c. b., 
. General Superintendent of Operations for 

the Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoity. 

To 

E. C. BAYLEY, Esquire, 

Secretary to the Government of India, 
Home Department. 

Dated Simla, 1st August I860. 
• Sir, 

In continuation of the Series of Statistical Papers (Dacoity Statements,) forwarded 
under my letter under date 80th April, No. 344, 1 hare now the honor to submit Statements 
for the crime of Thuggee, whether by poison or by strangulation/ for the same three years, 
1864, 1865 and 1866, of occurrence in Districts under British Administration, 

2. Owing to the absence of detailed reports in such cases / and to a general hesitation on 
tbe part of District Officers, or for want of definite instructions, in determining in what manner 
to mark them off in their Returns, I hare not been enabled to give that statistical fulness 
to these Statements, which perhaps characterized the Dacoity Papers. For it will be observed 
in the body of the Remarks against the several Districts in which the crime occurred, that 
while some Officers properly recognized as cases of Thuggee, those instances of crime which 
manifested indications of their being the deed of adepts, although strangulation should not 
have been resorted to, there were others who did not do so except death had ensued, — some 
who returned some murders as Thuggee without reference to the means which were resorted 
to, — others who passed by poisoning cases altogether whether death ensued or not, even 
although they evidenced symptoms of being class crime, — others who noticed some cases of the 
crime and passed by others, — some who drew some kind of distinction between the different 
degrees of poisoning and endeavoured to draw a line of demarcation between cases of " murder 
by poison" (some calling this Thuggee, some not,) " attempts to murder by poison," " robbery 
by poison/' " poisoning for the sake of robbery," "grievous hurt by poison," "poisoning with 
hurt" and so on, — others who massed offences of various kinds under lump figures and merely 
quoted against them the Sections of the Indian Penal Code under which they severally were 
tried, among which were Sections under which the criminal use of poisons as a means for 
committing an offence, might or might not be recognized — thus leaving to conjecture any 
decision on the subject on the part of a Statist — while some again left unnoticed even cases of 
death by strangling. Instances of this incongruence, are furnished in the Statements in the 
column of Remarks. 

3. I might thus have avoided, without blame, the preparation of any Returns at all. 
But, as Government is aware, I have long been impressed with the seriousness of this crime of 
poisoning, of which I have so frequently submitted that the danger of its gaining head was in 
proportion with the difficulty of its detection, — and I therefore considered that it altogether 
belonged to me to place to view the extent of its reported existence in the different Govern- 
ments and Administrations comprising the Government of India, that is to say, inasmuch 
as I was enabled to do so by the data at my disposal. For under the different views formed 
of the crime, I was not able to depend upon receiving any very steady reports of the occurrence 
of it, and experience too, had taught me, that in the majority of instances, perhaps no report of 
it would be made at all, even to District Officers themselves (as evidenced under Bengal,) except 
death should have been the unhappy result, — and that even then, death would often be attri- 
buted to anything but poisoning ! In order, therefore, to prepare any Returns at all, I had 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 2 ] 

to search through the several Police Administration Reports, and these papers are the result 
of the examination. 



4. I have to regret that the information at my disposal, should not have enabled me to 
draw up any Statistics of the crime such as I was able to submit with the Dacoity Statements. 
The reason for this is explained in the Column of Remarks, — and I would observe that 
although every case of poisoning or of strangling, has been embodied in these papers, I would 
by no means affirm, that all were cases of Thvggee ; — for it has on the contrary, been shewn, 
which of them might (with the information obtained respecting them,) be classed as cases 
committed by the professional criminal and which not, whenever I have been able to arrive 
at such a discrimination. 

5. But while every case of poisoning or of strangling which was to be noticed in the 
Reports from which all were gathered, has been entered in these Statements, those cases 
which were palpably not the deed of class criminals, have been excluded from the reckoning 
and have not been confounded with cases which either were or might reasonably be supposed 
to have been perpetrated by persons who committed the crime for the sake of robbery. — For 
this was no light question, — -and I trust that the prepiaration of these Statements such as 
they are, will be approved of by Government. 

6. The measure has, however, been one of experiment only. For I have supposed that 
Government, perceiving that it fell short of conveying the complete information which ought to 
be available, would issue some orders according to which future Statements should be fuller of 
details, — and this might perhaps be ensured by District Officers being required to keep a 
register of every act of poisoning or of strangulation, whatever the attendant circumstances, 
briefly narrating those circumstances and noticing the Police action in each case and its re- 
sults. If it were further directed that the documents so prepared, should be forwarded every 
six months to this Office, for the information of the Government of India, that analyzed State- 
ment might be prepared from them, which the heinousness of the crime altogether requires 
should be periodically placed before Government, — and in furtherance of this object, I would 

also propose that Inspectors Ge- 
neral of Police be required to add 
to their crime Tables the Columns 
| noted in the margin, shewing the 
number of each case of the classi- 
fications denoted therein. 
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N. B. The above does not contemplate any separate column for " at- 
tempt to commit murder,"— for the cases in which death did not ensue, 
would be entered either in columns 3 and 4, or in column 6, according to 
the circumstances attending them. 



7. In stating that the occur- 
rence of the crime was not always 
reported, I have instanced the 
cases in Bengal. Many acts of 
poisoning took place in that Pro- 
vince, of which the Police knew 
nothing, although some of them 
had resulted in the deaths of the 
victims. It was discovered early 
in 1865, that the crime was be- 
coming serious in certain parts 
of Bengal, and at the recom- 
mendation of the Inspector Ge- 
neral of Police, the late Colonel 



Bruce, an Officer was specially employed to investigate them, and was placed in communication 
with myself. Perceiving in Mr. Relly, the Gentleman appointed, a valuable coadjutor, I 
invited him to communicate with me without reserve, and tendered to him my advice and 
counsel as freely; and although the course pursued by me in considering him ii 



in a measure 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 8 ] 

under my personal directions and making use of him accordingly, did not for a special reason, 
meet with approval from the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, the result of our connection was 
nevertheless most gratifying. A great deal more of the existence of the crime in Bengal, was 
discovered, than I had anticipated. Cases, several attended with murder, were brought to 
light in 1865, of occurrence in 1864 and preceding years, of which sometimes not even a record 
eacisted I Mr. Reily prosecuted them in person with great tact and intelligence, and even 
gained from the Judges of the High Court a high encomium for detective ability. A great 
many of the criminals were arrested and convicted, and several of them were executed or 
transported for life or for shorter periods. This shewed the utility of extraneous pressure, 
little however my own part in it might have been. The subject has been noticed in the 
column of Remarks for Bengal in the Statement for 1865, and Mr. Reily's proceedings and 
success are recounted in two Appendices to the Statements for 1865 and 1866, both replete 
with painful interest. He was, I am happy to add, soon subsequently advanced to the grade 
*of a Deputy Inspector General of Police. 

8. In my Report in the Foreign Department, No. 794, dated 15th September 1863 
(para. 20,) I submitted to notice some cases of poisoning by returned Emigrants from the 
Mauritius / and that it was believed that the crime was practised in that Island by fugitives 
from India. It was not at the time considered necessary to act upon my suggestion to ascer- 
tain from the Mauritius Government whether this was really so. The recurrence, however, 

of similar cases in this Country, the deed of returned Emigrants, 
un^ d ^n^^ 7 th?Stetement ^i 11 *» observed in the present Papers*— According to the in- 
har^atfoA^. "**" *" formation of this Department, men from Oudh and the North 

Western Provinces, have from time to time, gone as Coolies to 
the Mauritius and other oceanic Colonies, who. committed both Dacoity and Poisoning, and 
it is stated by some of our Passee Approvers of the poisoning class, that an Emigration Agent 
from Calcutta engaged at random^ few years ago at Lucknow, a great number of persons for 
shipment as Coolies beyond the Sea, among whom were several Dacoits and Dhatoora Thug 
Poisoners. We know that in India men who practised Dacoity, have, for want of opportuni- 
ties to commit it, turned their hands to the more secret and less easily detected crime of 
Poisoning, of which probably some instances may be discernible in the present Statements, 
under Oudh. — If the opportunity offers they wiU revert to Dacoity, and some facilities for doing 
so, may have been presented in the Colonies, should the report be correct that both crimes 
have appeared in the Mauritius. The indiscriminate deportation of such or other criminals, 
might, however, be in some degree checked, were a system observed of instituting an enquiry 
through our local Magistrates, into the character of the persons who offered themselves' as 
Coolies to Emigration Agents. 

9. It will be further perceived, that these Statements also present some cases of the 
crime of Poisoning, in which the accused escaped conviction although the poison reasonably 
believed to have been employed by him for criminal purposes, was found in his possession. — 
Of this a remarkable instance will be found in the Statement for 1866, under the District of 
Etah, in the North Western Provinces. The Prisoner in that case, declared he used the sub- 
stance (which was DhatoorahJ as medicine for sick Cattle. Others have similarly asserted 
that they were themselves in the habit of taking that drug. — The device is a very common 
one. — When those " mysterious cases " as they were called, occurred in Oonao in Oudh, in 
1860 and 1861, in which corpses were found on the high road, with knotted strings fastened 
round the neck, — of which I may here observe, there would seem to be a reappearance in the 
same neighbourhood as well as elsewhere, — under an impression that poisoners were probably 
the culprits, who first had drugged their victims and then had tied on the cords as above in 
order to baffle detection — or in other words, to induce a belief that Thug Stranglers had been 
at work in an unprofessional way, and not expert Thug Poisoners — I suggested to Magistrates 
to require the Poliodo look out for men in the garb of religious mendicants, who should put up at 
Serais or other resting places, and to search their persons in view to the discovery of poison or 
other noxious substance, upon some at least of them. Upon this a Byragee, as he pretended 
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to be, was arrested on his return to Cawnpore, who had y after a very short stay at the Serai at 
that place, been perceived to go over into Oudh across the adjacent Ganges, leaving behind 
him, however, a bundle composed seemingly, of tattered clothes only, too miserable looking, 
he thought, to excite any suspicion. — Called upon to account for some seeds of the Dhatoora 
found tied up in a corner of one of the old garments, he unhesitatingly declared that he used the 
drug as medicine and at once raised his hand as if to eat some of it on the spot. In this he 
was prevented by the sitting Magistrate, by whom he was thereupon sent over to my Assistant, 
Major Chamberlain, at that time located at Lucknow, where, on his making the same propo- 
sal, he was in view to put him to the test> even permitted to do what he had offered. Nothing 
daunted, he forthwith swallowed some of the seeds to the dismay of the above Officer. Insen- 
sibility had already partially set in before the usual antidotes could be applied. On his being 
restored to consciousness, however, the further to disconcert beholders, he at once remonstrat- 
ed at the measures taken for reviving him, declaring, as the Hasheesh Eater we may suppose 
would do, that " he was just getting into the glory of the thing !" — Transferred eventually td 
myself, he disclosed to me a long list of acts of Poisoning and of Dacoity both on land and 
river, in which he had taken part, and revealed too, among other like barbarities, that he was 
one of the infuriated band by whom Mr. St. George Tucker of the Bengal Civil Service, was 
beset and finally murdered in his Bungalow at Futtehpore on the outbreak of the Mutiny in 
1857, and that he had even received a bullet in his leg from the seldom erring Rifle of that 
brave Man. I here only revert to this anecdote, in connection with the subject of the expe- 
diency of a Law making it penal to be found to possess, without a license, the deleterious 
things commonly used by Poisoners, such as I had ventured to propose for enactment in my 
letter to your address, No. 930, under date 13th September 1865. — I believe an objection to 
such a Law was urged in the fact that Dhatoora f for instance, was often used by Natives for 
medicinal purposes. — If justice should be defeated by these detestable criminals making use 
of the same argument in support of their innocence, it were weakness for us to urge it too, if 
through it they should be saved from punishment ! It is the well known character of the 
Thug, to make that null which would be evidence in our Courts of Law, — and for him to ad- 
vance that in his defeiite, which he knows we are ourselves so, tenacious about, — for him to 
declare that he kept poison by him to use it as medicine, because we say that it is used by 
Natives for such a purpose and may therefore be possessed by them, is altogether to sustain that 
character and to overreach us. As submitted, however, in my letter under advertence, the 
inconvenience of a prohibitoiy Law of the scope advocated by me, to those who really used 
drugs for curative purposes, would affect a very few in comparison with the very many whom 
the restriction would protect. They who required such things for honest aims, would suffer 
little from the mere trouble of having to seek permission to possess them, while the effect 
upon those who wanted them for criminal ends, would at least be that they would in some 
measure be deterred from too readily using them, lest they should be discovered unlawfully to 
have them. 

10. That the old crime of Thuggee by strangulation, has been superseded by that of 
poisoning, is I believe, now generally admitted, — or it would be admitted from the informa- 
tion presented by these Statements alone, if former. Reports had not sufficiently established 
the fact, — and it is only in continuation of my very earnest efforts for the suppression of the 
dreadful evil, that I have ventured to come up to Government with these proposals, — an evil 
accomplished by secret means at once diabolical and cowardly, and which if it should not be 
attended with the destruction of life in every case, the destruction thereof is so far contem- 
plated, that the purpose being effected, namely, the robbery of the victim, it is of no concern 
to the criminal whether the man dies or not, — his recovery being on the other hand / often 
attended with the sacrifice of his intellect or of his bodily health, — and under these conditions 
I humbly commend these Statements to the consideration of Government. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your Most Obedient Servant, 

CHAS. HERVEY, Colonel, 

General Superintendent. 
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2 Districts 



remarks. 



Police Administration Report : — " There were four cases of adminis- 
tering stupifying drags, three of which were successfully dealt with by 
Police, and convictions obtained. This is one bright spot in the whole 
Return." 

Memo: — (No account of the number of persons arrested and convicted 
in these cases, or of the other usual details, is to be perceived in the Police 
Administration Report.) 

f Police Administration Report :— " There were 4 cases of administer- 
ing poisonous drugs for the purpose of robbery, and another case in 
which two bodies were found in a state which leaves little doubt of a 
similar crime having been committed. A special Officer of the Detective 
Department has been deputed to investigate this crime and has met with 
great success. His proceedings, however, belong to the present year 
(1865.)" — No details given of the persons arrested, convicted, &c. 

Three of these cases, 8th July, 31st August and 10th October 1864, were 
worked out by Mr. Reily, Superintendent of the Detective Agency, in 
communication with the General Superintendent of the Thuggee and 
Dacoity Department, viz : — 

(1) Mr Reily to Colonel Hervey, General Superintendent. — Case 8th 
July 1864 at Ranee Godoh : — " Four persons poisoned, who recovered : 
Plundered Rs. 225-0-0 : Concerned 2 persons : Arrested 2. This case oc- 
curred in July 1864, the Police could make nothing of the case. A Head 
Constable was punished for attempting to conceal the case. The District 
Superintendent was requested by me to send for all persons who had been 
drugged in his district for the last year or two. The two first named 
(plaintiffs Raijub Sing and Munrote Sing) were produced. On their being 
taken to the Magistrate's Hajut (Lock up,) they readily recognized Soodin 
and Beharee as the two men who had drugged them. This case was also 
mentioned at the Sessions/' 

(2) Mr. Reily to ditto.— Case 31st August 1864 at Mahadabah:— 
" Two persons poisoned, who recovered : Plundered Rs. 15-0-0 : Concerned 
2 persons : Arrested two. This case occurred in August 1864, the Police 

failed altogether in tracing the criminals. On my arrival at Monghyr, I 
requested the District Superintendent of Monghyr to send for all of the 
men who had been drugged during the last year or two. Kenoo (one of the 
plaintiffs in this case) was produced, and was taken by me to the Magis- 
trate's Hajut, where at least 40 or 60 prisoners were under confinement. 
He examined every one and at oncepicked out Soodin and Beharee as the 
two men who had drugged him. The description he gave at the time, 
which is in the record in the case, corresponds exactly with Soodin and 
Beharee. Kenoo appeared as a witness in the Sessions Trial against 
Soodin and Beharee.' 

Memo : — (These two criminals were sentenced to death for a similar 
case of poisoning in April 1865, at the Bahir Chowkee, in the district of 
Monghyr, in which two persons died of the drugs administered to 
them— Vide Statement for 1865.) 

(3). Mr. Reilv to ditto.— Case 10th October 1864 at Burriarpore :— 
" Two persons poisoned, who died : Plundered Rs. 50 : Concerned 4 persons: 
Arrested 3. Two men, Rajbullub and Sookreen, have confessed to this 
case, and in their confession the record has been traced which corroborates 
their statements completely. It appears 4 or 6 men belonging to the 
Eoomargunge gang were out on a poisoning expedition. Gurooo Sha 
drugged two travellers near the bridge at Burriarpore. The travellers 
went about a mile and fell down. On robbing them they found cash and 
some attar of roses in a flask, Ac. The Record shows that 2 travel- 
lers were found dead at Burriarpore on the 10th October 1864, evidently 
poisoned. On enquiry it turned out that they were the servants of a 
Scent Merchant at Ghazeepore, and one of them had a flask of attar of 
roses when he left the boat. This is a singular corroboration of a con- 
fession. Gurboo Sha has been arrested, and in his house has been found 
a flask of attar of roses, with a small quantify still in it. The case is 
still under investigation and promises well. The merchant from Ghazee- 
pore and the boatmen have been sent for. The local Police failed entirely 
at the time." 

Memo : — (Of the three prisoners in this case, one named Ghirboo Sha 
was hanged, another Dwaree was transported for life, and the third Sook 
\^Lall was sentenced to 3 years' imprisonment.) 



Digitized by UOOQ IC 



( 2 ) 



H 


h o . 

°*8 


Nmraim xvd Namib of Districts iir 
WHICH Casm wish bkpobtbd. 


a 

OB 

6 

h 
O 


REMARKS. 


s 

i 


2|§ 




M 

M 
A 

g 




Brt. 1 

over J 


51 


2 Districts... 
(3) Patna ... 


9 
8 


r Police Administration Report :—" Three cases of administering 
poisonous drugs for the purpose of robbery, occurred during the end of 
the year. The Head of the Detective Department has been specially 
deputed to investigate these cases, and his efforts have been crowned with 
remarkable success." 

Memo . — The Report does not give any account of the number of 
persons arrested in these cases, or of how they were disposed of. 

There was no mention of these cases in the Reports received in this 
.Office from Mr. Reily of the special Detective Agency. 


^ 




(4) BOGRA ... 


2 


" Police Administration Report. — "In the remaining 3 cases of 
murder (two of which were cases of poisoning,) defendants were arrested, 
but the cases fell through, owing to defective evidence." 


< 
O 








Memo : — These two cases do not appear among those reported to this 
^Office by the Superintendent of the Detective Agency. 


PQ 








Taken from Table C of Police Report for 1865, in which the cases for 
that year (9 in number) are compared with the number in 1864, and in 
which the crime is classed as " causing hurt by means of poison with 
intent to commit offence." Fourteen persons were arrested in these seven 
cases, of whom 3 were convicted and 11 were released. 






(5) Town and Suburbs} 
op Calcutta ...} 


7 


Memo : — No Police Report for Calcutta for 1864 was received in this 
Office. 

The following is the only account received in this Office of any of the 
above cases, viz :— 

October 1864 at Kolah Bagan in Calcutta: — Name of the victim 
Goolab prostitute, who recovered : Implicated 1 person : Arrested 1. 
" Peero arrested, who has been identified by Goolab.' No further notice 
jo£ the case was communicated. 
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" In a General Annual Return of Crime for the whole of the districts of 
Bengal (Assam excepted,) for the year ending on the 31st December 1864, 
" two cases of Thuggee, Ac., are given, m which Rs. 30-4-0 were 
" qtolen," but without any other details. Whether they are identical with 
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(11) Benares 



11 Districts 



26 



REMARKS. 



r This case terminated fatally. " On the 16th May, the Gorait of Sikrora, 
in the Buxsha Division, brought a body to the Station, accompanied by a 
young woman, Murreum, daughter of deceased, whose name was Zeenut- 
Huzzeel. It appears that mother and daughter had been on a pilgrim- 
age to Mecca and on their return they were joined at Bhopal Tal oy a 
man named Girdharee JTeumt, who mentioned he was a resident of 
Jounpoor, and was on his way there. They proceeded in company as far 
as Muchlee Shahur where they nut up at a serai. During the night, 
Girdharee cooked food and asked tne deceased to partake of it He also 
gave the daughter something in a chillum, which made her giddy and 
sick ; the mother, too, shortly after, became insensible, when Girctharee 
robbed her of Re. 9-5-3 and decamped. Early next morning the daughter 
finding her mother still in a precarious state, got alarmed, and hired an 
JEkka for the purpose of taking her into Jounpoor. The Elclca driver, 
however, probably from freight, seeing the mother's state, did not take 
them the whole way but left them under a tope of trees at 'Sikrora and 
drove off. The same evening the mother died. Although every endea- 
vour has been made to trace the culprit, he hoe not yet been heard of. 
From enquiries instituted, it appears that Girdharee is unconnected with 
any similar undetected cases in the division (Benares.) He is, however, 
an absconded offender from the Jounpoor district, in a case of theft." 
^Police Administration Report for 1864.) 



No account of these oases in the Police Administration Report for 
1864, nor of the police action in them. 



(1) 18th August 1864 : — " A Constable found two young Chumarin girls 
insensible in Bisaasurgunje in the city, and having removed them to his 
station, it was discovered, and also confessed to by the defendant that they 
had bhang mixed in aoor given to them by a chumar lad named Bun- 
dhoowa, m view to bis having criminal connection with them, After 
they had become intoxicated. She voung women, on reaching the Super* 
intendent's house shortly after, had quite recovered their senses, and 
recognized the defendant as the person who had been in their company and 
gave them the goor and the whole story was confirmed by . three other 
lads who were with Bundhoowa when he purchased the bhang and admi- 
nistered it to the plaintiffs. The prisoner was duly forwarded for trial, 
under Section 328 of the Code, and committed to the Sessions, and sen- 
tenced to five years' imprisonment" 

(2) " As there is no robbery in this case, nor apparently any intention 
of such, perhaps it should not have found entry in this report ; but as it 
has been shown in the Benares statements, I have also deemed it advis- 
able to mention it, viz .— 

12th November 1864 : — " It appears that three travellers, Sheokurn, 
Khooseeram, and Sookram Dass, residents of the Meerut District, were 
travelling towards Juggumath. At Allahabad they were joined by one 
Girwur, who made himself exceedingly agreeable on the journey. On 
arrival at Benares they put up at a Dburumshalah, when Girwur went 
and purchased poorees and sweetmeats, and the whole party eat their 
meals together.. In the evening, the said Girwur brought some choora 
and goor, of which Khooseeram and Sookram Dass partook, but Sheokurn 
declined. Soon after, the two former got stupified, and about midnight 
Sookram Dass began to vomit; on this Sheokurn got frightened, and 
suspecting foul play on the part of Girwur, searched his brother Khoosee- 
ram to see whether his purse which contained Rs. 8 was safe ; not finding 
it he at once suspected Girwur of the theft and complained to the Police. 
Rs. 11 were found on Girwur, but Khooseerams' purse was not forthcom- 
ing. On being questioned, he confessed to the theft, but denied having 
tampered with the evening meal. However, from the condition of the two 
men and the Medical Officer's report, there was no doubt that something 
deleterious had been mixed with the food. The case being strong against 
Girwur, he was arrested and forwarded for trial, committed to the Sessions, 
and sentenced to fourteen years' imprisonment." 

(3) 17th November 1864 . — " An insensible traveller was found by the 
chowkeedar of village Shoojabad, lying close to a jowar field near the river 
bank, and was brought by nim to the Rajghat out-post. The Sub-Inspec- 
tor of Ramn rigger happened to be there at the time, and, imagining the 
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"defendant was not gone into, owing to the absence of the plaintiff, and to 
there being no other direct evidence against him." 

Memo : — This case was reported to this Office, and Shewdeen Passee 

was found to be in the rolls of the Thuggee and Dacoity Department as a 

registered Thug poisoner. For BishendvaTs case, who was a returned 

emigrant from the Mauritius, vide General Superintendent's Annual Report 

Lfor 1862, No. 794, dated /St September 186fc Para. XX. 



I " (1) 10th May 1864 :— " A man was found lying insensible near a liquor- 
shop, a short distance from theEuchwa bazar, by the Head Constable of that 
Station when out patrolling. The Police Officer learnt that the man had 
been there since 12 o'clock, and that he had shown signs of intoxication 
when he arrived, and had remained so up to the hour ( 6 p. m.) of the Head 
Constable's coming up* The Officer tried to move him, but failed, and, think- 
ing his appearance different from that of a drunken man, forwarded him 
for medical examination, when it was ascertained to be a case of drugging. 
The man did not recover his senses sufficiently for twenty-four hours after 
his arrival at Mirzapore, when he stated that he was proceeding from 
Allahabad to Benares, and at Oopeegunj was joined by a man, who, after 
administering some drug (discovered to be dkutoora) in his food, decoyed 
him off the main road. Soon after they must have reached the above- 
mentioned liquor-shop, when the. prisoner, finding his companion getting 
worse and worse, decamped, after relieving his victim ofproperty valued at 
Rs. 5-8-0. From the time of the first discovery, the Kuchwa Police did 
their best in the case, but without any good result. The culprit, however, 
was subsequently arrested in another case (3) when the commission of this 
one was traced to him." 

(2) 16th May 1864 : — " A party of ten beparees came into the bazar 
with grain for sale ; six of them were in one partnership, and four in 
another. They all put up atone Fukeer Hulwaee s house, where they were 
always in the habit of lodging. Having disposed of their goods, the former 
party returned to their homes on the following morning, leaving the four 
others behind, three of whom had during the night become insensible, the 
fourth man, Ham Eoomar by name, being all right. From the statement 
of the chowkeedar, who reported the case, it appears the said Ram Eoomar 
had done his utmost to keep the other three from the public gaze and the 
Police the evening before, and apparently succeeded until the report was 
made. It was ascertained that the victims had sold their grain for Its. 66-8, 
and the money made over to Ram Eoomar, who wishing to appropriate 

J the whole amount, mixed some dkutoora seed into the food of his partners, 
in view to make off when the drug had taken proper effect The money 
had for some time been made over to one Oujoodnia, in whose house it 
was found tied up in a jacket belonging to the said Ram Eoomar, who was 
duly committed to Sessions, convicted, and sentenced to five years' impri- 
sonment" 

(3) 24th June 1864:— "A little girl, Dilbahar, informed the Police 
that her mother (a prostitute) named Budma was lying insensible at her 
house, and that a man had been there at 8 A. M., who shortly after asked 
her (Dilbahar) to go out and purchase a little sugar ; when brought, he 
made a shurbut, of which the mother partook. He then sent her again 
for pan. On her return, half an hour after, she found her mother insensi- 
ble, and the man gone off with jewellery valued at Rs. 28-6. The report 
was made at 1 p. m., and at 4 p. m., from the description obtained from 
Dilbahar, the man was arrested at the Railway station, and on being 
brought to Budma's house was at once recognized by the girl and a neigh- 
bour. His name was Mungur, and on further enquiry ne turned out to 
be the individual who drugged the man in case (1). He was committed 
to the Sessions, convicted, and sentenced to 20 years' imprisonment." 

(4) 3l8t October 1864 : — " A woman calling herself Eutree, went to 
the house of Bechoo Enlwar in Bhudoee and claimed relationship with the 
family through Debee Eulwar of Gopeegunj, and said she had come to talk 
about some . marriage in the family, which she was anxious to prevent. 
She then proposed having some food with Bechoo and his family consisting 
of his wife and two or three other persons. The chupatees were ready 
cooked, and preparations were made for cooking some vegetables, when 
one of Bechoo's children, about eleven years old, began to grind spices to 
flavor them. The stranger talked about family matters, and presently sug- 
gested to the little girl that she should help her to grind the spices ; 
shortly after, the little girl and her mother went out for natural purposes. 
When the food was ready, Bechoo and his father partook, but another 

^daughter who joined them in the meal, thinking it tasted nasty, spat it 
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"oat. When the meal was over, Bechoo and his father became insensible. 
Bechoo'8 wife returned, and finding them in this state, tried to bring 
them round ; and in the confusion the stranger decamped with her orna- 
ments valued at Es. 17. From the way in which she went to work, there 
is every reason to suppose that Kutree must be a professional poisoner. A 
woman answering to the description was subsequently arrested at Gopee- 
guni, but the plaintiff failed to recognize her as the culprit, and no report 
having been made to this Office of her capture, I conclude Mussamut 
Kutree must be still at large." 

Memo :— Oases of this kind have taken place in other parts of the 
country, and were fully reported upon in the General Superintendent's 
Annual Report in the Foreign Department for 1862. For a remarkable 
instance, vide para. XXI. of CoL Hervey's Report, No. 794, dated 15th 
September 1863. 



f The Police Administration Report contains no separate account of these 
I cases nor of the police action in them. 

One case 31st January 1864 :— " This case is one of the usual stamp. 
Bida Ram, Constable, while proceeding on duty from Chundose to Coel, 
observed a bhylee passing him, and being struck with the appearance of 
the driver (Dhokul), who looked intoxicated, he stopped him ; a man, a 
woman and a girl were walking alongside. Dhokul was too ill to speak, 
but he made signs that the people with him had given him something to 
eat, upon this he took all three into custody, but being alone the man 
ran away. Some arsenic and poorees were found in the bhylee. On 
recovering, the bhylee driver gave evidence against the man and woman. 
\ The man was subsequently arrested and sentenced to ten years' and the 
woman to seven years' imprisonment." 

Memo : — The habit of a class of professional poisoners^ of selecting 
hackery and bhylee drivers for their victims, was described in the General 
Superintendent's Report to the Government of India, Foreign Depart- 
ment, No. 794, dated 15th September 1863, paras. XIX and XXIV. 

The Police Administration Report for 1864 gives no account of the 
other three cases, or of any police action in them. 



- Inspector General of Police :— -" During the year, the District Su- 
perintendent of Police (from information received,) discovered and prose- 
cuted to conviction a poisoner named Eullooah who had committed two 
robberies by administration of dhutoorah in 1863. This man was a 
professional robber by poison, and his discovery, capture and conviction, 
are matters of congratulation." 

Memo : — This man Kulloo Eachee was in connection with one Mohun 
and other poisoners, implicated in several cases of Thuggee by means of 
poisons investigated by the Thuggee and Dacoity Department before its 
withdrawal from British Territory by the Resolution of 1863. He had 
poisoned a man in Budaon in July ,1861, and a reward of Rs. 50 was 
offered for his arrest. 

No account of the 3 cases here returned for 1864, or of the action taken 
in them, was given in the Police Administration Report for 1864 ; but the 
following is the account of one of them as reported to the Thuggee and 
Dacoity Department, viz .— 

20th September 1864 :— " Goolzar Pathan had sold a horse and pony 
at Allyghur for Rs. 135, which he had with him. He put up one 
night at the serai at Soomna, and the next night at Ehoorjan. A man 
from near the Railway station at Allyghur had accompanied him. He 
came with the complainant as far as Cholah, where the latter fell asleep, 
and this man went off with his money, &c. It appears that near Cholah, 
the thief hadprocured him some jpoorees, which he ate and proceeded on 
his way. When he got some little distance, he fell down and became 
insensible. When he recovered a little, he went to Secundrabad to report 
the theft. A Sub-Inspector had not proceeded with him very far, wnen 
he again began to feel the effects of the dhutoora, but he recovered shortly 
afterwards. He stated that the man had given his name as Buldeo, son 
of Nutho Jat, resident of Hatrass in the Allyghur District. From the 
complainant's account of the man, it would seem that he belonged to a 
gang of poisoners located at Hatrass where one of them had been 
^previously se&ed for some similar cases of poisoning." 
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No details of these cases, or of any police action in them, are given in 
the Police Administration Report for 1864 ; but from a statement received 
in this Office, it would seem that one of the number took place on the 
17th March 1864, and that one person died from the effects of the drug 
administered, but no other details were communicated. 



- (1) 17th May 1864 : — Kulloo, a sweeper, was travelling to Umballa 
accompanied by his wife and two children and by his brother Sufree, to 
visit some relations who were sweepers attached to the Horse Artillery at 
that station. He deposed : We reached a village in Meerut and not far 
from Sirdhunah, we met a man who partook of food with us. We came 
along to Boorbanah, eat some chubeena and started to Kurhur. We 
eat separately and came on to a place two hot* from Shamlee where there 
was no habitation. He there fed us with some mulleeda (a cake of goor, 
flour and water.) Half an hour afterwards, I became quite insensible ; 
my tongue became dry, and 1 could not speak ; my head and body pained 
dreadfully. I was insensible one whole night and a day. 1 was purged 
and vomited, otherwise I should not have escaped. My brother died 
owing to the drug being administered to him in a large quantity. While 
insensible I was robbed of a silver chain 6 Rupees* necklace 4 Rupees, 
cloth and utensils (value not known,) and Rs. 2-8-0 in cash. I can re- 
cognize him if apprehended. He was of small stature, small beard, of 
middling complexion, aged about 40 years. He is aMahomedan. The 
poisoner was with our party for two days. He did not accompany us 
from Meerut ; Ve fell in with him on the Mozuffernuggur side of Sirdhuna." 

Memo : — The Police Administration Report contains no account of the 
above case. An unpartaken portion of the mulleeda was sent to Dr. 
Macnamara, the Chemical Examiner to Government, who reported, viz : — 

"As the physiological test only can be relied on for such poisons as 
dhutoora f I made an extract of a portion (about 2 ounces) of the bread, 
and gave a part of the extract to a cat. The pupils of the animal 
became in a very short time widely dilated, and continued so for several 
hours. No other symptoms showed themselves. I dropped some of the 
liquid extract into one eye of each of two other cats. The pupils of the 
eyes so treated became markedly dilated. From these experiments I 
have no doubt the bread contained dhutoora or some other poison." 

(2) 12th July 1864:— "Sireea went to Nuthun Jat's house, and told 
hitn he could recover his bullock which had been stolen ; so Nuthun taking 
Rs. 11 started off with defendant. He did not return home, and his 
father and relatives being alarmed at his absence, commenced enquiries, 
and reported at Barote Police Station that his son had gone away with 
Sireea, and he feared he (Sireea) had murdered him. The Police com- 
menced enquiry, and ascertained that Juga Ram, Nuthun's uncle, had 
gone to the Kurnaul District to look for Sireea, whom he had recognized 
when going with his nephew Nuthun, and that Sireea was arrested and 
made over to the Police by the zemindars of Sireea's village in the Kurnaul 
District on 25th July, charged with suspicion of having murdered Nuthun. 
At this time it was not known that Nuthun had been drugged, only that he 
was missing. Now comes the curious part : It so happened that, on the 
10th July, a requisition came from the Superintendent of Police, Saharun- 

?ore, to search for a lunatic in this district (Mozuffernuggur), and on the 
3th July, a man lying on a charpoy (who afterwards toned out to be 
Nuthun), and very like a lunatic, was taken to the Evranah Police Station. 
The Sub-Inspector thought the man was the lunatic m question, and for- 
warded him to the Sudder Station. On arrival here he was forwarded on, 
by order of the Magistrate, to Saharunpore. On arrival at Saharunporo 
he turned out not to be the man that was required, and was accordingly 
sent back to this station, when he was released by the Magistrate and he 
returned to his village. On the 30th July Nuthun went to Barote, and 
recognized Sireea as the man who had drugged him near Kyranah. The 
case was transferred from the Meerut district to this. The Magistrate of 
the district has tried the case, and the crime has been clearly proved 
against ' Sireea.' " 

Memo:— This culprit had committed another case of poisoning by 
exactly the same device in the previous December, 1863. He was tried 
upon both charges and sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment. 



- There is no account of the third case. 
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J No account of this case in the Police Administration Report, or of any 
( Police action in it. 



In the Police Administration Report for 1865, it was stated that the 
cases in 1864 numbered 35 only, while in Appendix IL of the same 
Report, the number was 47. 

Inspector General, op Police : — " No case of Thuggee (bv strangula- 
tion) has occurred within the year, and only two cases of old occurrence 
remain undetected." 

"There has been a sensible decrease in the offence of robbery by 
administration of poison. The conviction of Hurpershad and his gang 
in 1863 will probably have contributed a good deal to this, and the 
seizure and conviction of other professionals during 1864, will, I hope, 
together with measures now in progress at AUyghur, further reduce the 
number of these offences. During the year, 47 cases occurred : 40 cases 
were detected, leading to the conviction of 32 persons." 

Memo : — The number of persons arrested and other details, are not 
shown in the Police Administration Report. Hurpershad and his gang 
were brought to justice by Majoi Chamberlain, Assistant General Super- 
intendent at Lucknow, for an account of whose proceedings in that 
remarkable case, vide the General Superintendent's Report to the Gov- 
ernment of India, No. 794, dated 15th September 1863, Paras. XIX and 
XXIV. 

Deputy Inspector General op Poltce (Major Tyrrwhitt) : — Pro* 
fessional poisoning by dhutoora, tifc. — " This atrocious crime, rendered 
so facile dv the ease with which the vegetable poison is procured, and the 
difficulty of detection, owing to the victim being for so many hours in a 
state of coma before he can give information, is, I am glad to say, not 
much on the increase." 

" The course pursued by the professional dhutoora poisoner, in entrap- 
ping and drugging his victim, is so well known to the Police Officers of 
the North- Western Provinces, that it would be a work of supererogation 
for me to enter into it in this Report To those who have lately joined 
the Police, I recommend the Report of Major Chamberlain, Assistant 
General Superintendent, for 1862. Suffice it to say, that the usual victims 
are travellers and men of the Native Army proceeding on leave, and that 
a large number of bhylees and cattle are stolen by the use of this drug, 
as evidenced in the case of Deesa of the Etah District and Sireea of Kur- 
naul, arrested in the Mozuffemuggur District. I have much reason to 
believe that this crime was in full swing in the AUyghur and Etah 
Districts during the cholera epidemic of 1861, and that numbers of per- 
sons poisoned and found dead were entered in the Police diaries, as 
having died from cholera or starvation. The drug is administered in 
various ways, but the ckillum and sweetmeats are the favorite forms of 
professional poisoners. 23 cases remained undetected in the Meerut 
and Rohilcund Divisions from January 1861 to 1st January 1864 ; of 
these, 2 cases of 1863 were detected in 1864, viz., 1 at Mozuffernuggur, 
and 1 at Boolundshuhur. During 1864, thirteen cases occurred (in those 
two Divisions J, eight of which were detected during the year. In August, 
I examined at Agra, two life prisoners, Mohun and another. Mohun gave 
valuable information in the case of Kulloo, who was the perpetrator of 
the poisoning case at Bhoor in the Boolundshuhur district, and he is now 
at Allyghur working fairly under Mr. Williams, District Superintendent 
of Police." 

Memo :— The cases in this Division (Meerut and Rohilcund,) amounted 
to 19, it would seem, and not to 13 only. Mohun confessed to Major 
Chamberlain, to as many as 17 cases of poisoning in Etah, Agra, Muttra, 
Budaon, and Allygurh. He was sentenced for life in a case of poisoning 
in the Muttra District on the 22nd July 1861. 

Deputy Inspector General (Major Davis)-. — "Robbery by ad- 
ministration of poison, whilst it numbered 22 cases in 1863 (in the Agra 
and Allahabad Division,) is reduced to 13 in 1864. Few of these present 
any serious features, such as would lead one to think them, as a rule, the 
work of organized and wide spread gangs. They are mostly cases of one 
man taking advantage of simple villagers, casually met, to stupify and 
then rob tnem of what little they possessed. The exception to this case, 
is the gang of poisoners convicted in the Banda District, (». e. Harper- 
shad's Gang.)" 



Digitized by UOOQ IC 



( » ) 



!i 



Total 



16 



Numsib AJT9 Nimt o» Bisnicts or 

wuck Cuss wbu upomiiD. 



In 18 Disteicts, — eontd. 



MEMO.* 




Meernt and Bohilcand 


.. 19 caaes. 


Agra and Allahabad 


.. M M 


Benam ... ... 


... 11 n 


Jhanaie ... 


... nil. 


AJnMr6 ... ••« 


... 1 n 


To 


fix 47 eases 



BEMAEKB. 



• " The amount stolen in this way in 1864 is Bs. 246-2-0 in the 13 cases 
Out of 65 persons concerned in them, 30 were brought to trial. Of these 
21 may be said to be convicted, against 9 acquitted— an average which 
seems fair when the nature of the crime is considered, and that in most 
cases, all the party acted upon,are victims to the stupifaction caused by 
dkutoorah, and which prevents their giving much or any information to 
identify the poisoner." 

Memo :— The cases in this Division amounted, it would seem, to 15 
and not 13 only. 

Deputy Inspectob General (Major Manning): — "Robberies by 
the administration *of poison or other deleterious drugs. Of these, 10 
cases occurred in this Division (Benares,) viz: 5 in the Benares District, 
4 in Mirzapore, and 1 in Jounpore." 

Meico : — It would seem that the cases in this Division were 12 and not 
47* \ 10 only. 

Deputy Inspectob General (Major Dennehy) : — "This Division 
(Jhansie) has been altogether free from dacoitee, thuggee, or robberies by 
the administration of poisonous drugs during the year 1864." 

" I have at present on my file 3 cases of administration of poisonous 
drugs, 1 of thuggee and 2 of dacoitee. They are all of 1861 and 1862, 
but the perpetrators of the two former crimes are birds of passage in this 
Division, Humeerpoor being the district which they favor most They 
leave but little due, and that little I have found it difficult, after such a 
long interval, to take up." 

Government North Western Provinces :— " It is satisfactory that 
no case of thuggee has occurred within the year, and that only two cases 
of old occurrence remain undetected." 

" There has been a sensible decrease in the offence of robbery "by admi- 
aiistration of poison, which is satisfactory." 

(End qf North-Western Provinces for 1864.) 
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> Polios Administration Bepobt : — " There were 5 cases of robbery 
three of which were effected by administering poisonous drugs. In only 
one of the drugging oases was an apprehension made, and that resulted 
in acquittal" 

(1) " A man named Jheryuk, caste Dhobee, was proceeding along the road 
in the Moraon jurisdiction, when a man came up to him, and after talk* 
ing, they proceeded together. Towards evening the stranger offered some 
suttoo, which the Dhobee ate, and shortly afterwards became insensible. 
The officer in charge of the Police Station was on the spot as soon as 
possible, and every endeavour was made to trace the poisoner, but to no 
purpose. Descriptive Bolls were sent to the neighbouring district, and 
every effort made through the Police and Chowkeedars, but without avail. 
The small property of the Dhobee had of course been stolen." 

(2) "The second case occurred in October near the village of 
Passakheyra in the Poorwa jurisdiction. A man, Bam Buksh, was going 
along, when a stranger entered into conversation with him, and they 
proceeded together. At evening the stranger offered the Brahmin some 
suttoo which he greedily ate and became insensible ; his small property 
was taken off. The Inspector and the Officer in charge of the Police 
Station were for a long time employed in searching all the villages round, 
in endeavoring to get the plaintiff to identify the culprit. This however 
was without success. The drugged man having said that the man who 
drugged him had stated he was a resident of Cawnpore, an intelligent 
Officer was despatched there with the plaintiff, and they remained several 
days watching the bazars, but to no purpose. There is very considerable 
doubt if the victim could recognize his drugger as will be seen by the 
next ( 



(3) " The third case occurred between the villages of Shewpore and 
Murroze in the Achulgunj jurisdiction. One case is the counterpart of 
the other. A man Shewdeen was going along towards Cawnpore, when 
he was overtaken by a man, calling himself an Aheer ; they proceeded 
together. At nightfall, the stranger off red some suttoo which was eaten. 
Shortly afterwards, the victim became insensible, and his small belongings 
were stolen. The most strenuous efforts were mads. The Inspector and Chief 
Constable went to almost every village on the route the man had taken 
I through portions of the Boy Bareilly and Sultanpore Districts. The District 
^Superintendent endeavoured through the . Chowkeedars to find the man. 
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"professional thug poisoners ; both of the parties arrested for it (a man 
and a woman) having- been suspected as accomplices in previous cases of 
robbery with drugging. On the present occasion they had established 
themselves in a village, and after a residence of some weeks had entirely 
gained the confidence of the inhabitants. After some weeks, the man per* 
suaded some of the village people to accompany him for the purpose of 
buying cattle in the Malwa districts. On the road he persuaded them to 
appoint 2 men as moohtyars and consign to their care all the money 
requisite for the purpose. These two persons he contrived to separate, 
and then drugged one of them, carrying off all the money in his charge 
as well as his horse. The woman in the meantime decamped fro m the 
village with a large quantity of ornaments which she had borrowed on 
the plea of attending a marriage. Both were subsequently apprehended 
by the Lahore Ponce and the greater portion of the property was 
recovered. Both were sentenced to 7 years' transportation." 

Memo : — The conviction of these 2 persons was not, it seems, included 
Jn the Police Administration Report. 



r Two persons convicted. The Police Administration Beport gives no 
further account of these cases. 

Police Administration Beport-— Umritsur City: — The increase in 
murders is remarkable. Of these cases, two were unfortunate prostitutes 
strangled for the sake of their ornaments. Major McAndrew (some 
time Assistant General Superintendent) points out that this is a kind 
of " Thuggee," though not what would be ordinarily understood by that 
' name. The offender perpetrates the offence generally unaided, and hence 
the difficulty of discovery. Similar cases have occurred in Lahore and 
Jullunder in past years, and in none have the Police been successful,. 
" During the past five years" Major McAndrew states " but one case has 
ever been detected, and in that the offender was a Pathan Sepoy marching 
with a detachment ; he confessed to several other similar murders." 

Memo : — Some other cases of this kind, strangling prostitutes, occurred 
m the City of Agra and were similarly ascribed to thugs. 



No account of this case was given. 



C Two persons convicted. According to Appendix III of the Police 
< Administration Beport there were two cases in Jullundhur, convicted 2 
(.persons. No account of them was given. 



The Police Administration Beport gave no account of this case, and 
the following report of it was obtained from a Statement of cases of 
Thuggee for 1864 received from the Commissioner of the Division:— 
" A man calling himself Goolam Nubbee (Sheik,) resident of Chutbunoor 
of Puttiala, administered dhutoora to two old persons (a man and his 
wife,) Joolahas or Weavers, of the village of Dook in the Budsur Haqua 
of the Ehangra District (21st December 1864.) While these two persons 
were insensible, Goolam Nubbee stripped them of their jewels and made 
off. Meantime the old man and his wife quite recovered. The offender 
has been traced to Bopur in the Umballah District, and it is hoped will 
soon be arrested." 

Memo:— The above case was subsequently detailed in full in the Police Ad- 
ministration Beport for 1866. The old couple were taken ill immediately 

<{ after partaking of some goor which was given to them as Neaz or consecrated, 
offering by the man Goolam Nubbee, who, in the garb of a Fucqueer, 
had been their guest for a fortnight. Some was also given to their daugh- 
ter, but who spat it out by on finding it bitter. The village headmen at once 
administered the antidote of milk, which acted as an emetic and revived 
the old people. The culprit was very persistently tracked from place to 
place, and was eventually arrested in the Umballa Bazar and was there 
recognized as the man who had committed some other recent poisoning* 
cases in the Umballa District. By some misapprehension he was tried 
for one of those offences only, and in accordance with the sentence passed 
(7 years) he had even been actually transported to the Andamans when 
the mistake of not trying him for the Khan^ra case was discovered. 
Whereupon he was recalled and placed on his trial for that offence also, 
on conviction whereof, he was sentenced to 7 years' additional transporta* 

[tion. His proper name was Rahman, 
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Appendix I. Appendix III. 



Umballah ... 
Loodianah 
Delhi 

Goorgaon ... 
Hissar 

Rohtuck ... 
Lahore 
Umritsur ... 
Goordaspore 
Jullunder ... 
Kangra 
Bawul Findee 
Jhelum 
Shahpore ... 
Goojrat 
Sealkote ... 
Mooltan ... 
Peshawar 
Huzzara ... 
Bunnoo ... 



Cases. 



Total 



2 

1 
6 

4 
1 



4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
nil. 
1 
2 
1 
1 



Cases. 



Persons 
convicted. 



10 
4 

nil. 
2 
2 
4 

nil. 
2 
1 
1 
1 

-1 
1 

nil. 

nil. 
1 

nil. 

nil. 



34 



14 









2 

1 




Police Administration Report: — Apendix IV:— & persons in 
Jail on the 31st December 1864, and 46 under Police surveillance for ad- 
ministering poisonous drugs. 

The following is gathered from Appendix III of the Police Administration 
Report for 1864, viz :— 65 cases of murder by thugs : convicted 125 per- 
sons. " Of these 3 were murders by a thug." 

• 

Memo : — Perhaps 2 of these murder cases are identical with those of 
the strangled prostitutes as entered in the remarks against Umritsur, 
and the third, the case under Sealkote, by the Thug Approver Sobha, 
which, although effected by means of poison, had not, it was then observed, 
been included in the series of the poisoning cases detailed as above in 
the Police Administration Report. 

In respect to the above cases of murder " by thugs, " the Lieutenant 
Governor observed to the Inspector General Police : " You intimated that 
whereas 29 cases of thuggee were entered in the Returns for 1863, as 
having occurred in that year, you had subsequently ascertained that in 
reality but one case had occurred, and there can be no doubt whatever, 
that the entry of 65 cases under the same heading for 1864 is yet more 
erroneous. 

Recapitulation :— Total of poisoning cases 36 : Concerned 8 persons 
in 7 cases : Number concerned not shown in 29 cases : Number of persons 
arrested or released not stated : Convicted 28 persons in 25 cases including 
1 man, Sobha, hanged : Number convicted or otherwise not shown in 11 
cases : Died (it would seem) from the drug administered 4 persons in 4 
oases, viz : 1 in Goorgaon and 3 in Sealkote : Number of persons died or 
otherwise not shown in 32 cases. 

Strangling cases : Two in Umritsur City : Arrested none. 

(End of Punjab) 
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18 (2) JUBBULPORB 
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C Police Administration Report :— " One robbery was effected by ad- 
< ministering poison, but it does not appear that the criminal, who was 
(.arrested and convicted, was a professional poisoner." 

" This case does not appear in the Police Administration Report in the 
Crime Account for Jubbwpore, but it is included under Table H. Tha 
following account of it is obtained from a report of it received in this 
Office : — " On the 7th January 1864, a Gosaen named Talanoorie, resident of 
Sehora, was poisoned ; three persons were arrested for it, of whom one* 
Bhugwan, was acquitted, a woman named Kbrmsilla was sentenced to 5 
years, and a Bumah named Ramdeen was fined in a sum of Re. 25 for 

^selling the poison*" 
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2 DlSfTEICTS... 

(8) Chindwara 

(4) Nagpoor 

(5) NlMAE ... 


2 
1 

2 
2 


f This case was also omitted from the Crime Report for Chindwara, but' it 
< is included in Table H. of the Polios Administration Report No account 
(.of it was given. 

• 

f Police Administration Rkport : — " Of the 6 murders, 2 were by 

poison, in one of which, two persons were hanged, and in the other a man 

•{ was apprehended, whose case was pending at the close of the year."— 

L Memo: —(No account of these cases was given.) 

f These 2 cases are designated 'murder by thugs," and are taken from the 
\ Police Administration Report for 1865, where they are mentioned as of 
1 occurrence in 1864, but no account of them was given, and it is unknown 
(.whether they were cases of thuggee by strangulation or by poison. 


Total 


13 


5 Districts ... 


7 


f Inspector General op Police :— Murder by poison 4 cases in 1864 
against 2 in 1863. " None of the murders by poison were committed by 
professional poisoners." 

Table PL. of the Police Administration Report for 1864. 
Murder by poison. 
Jubbulpore ... ... ... 1 case. 

Chindwara ,.. ... ... 1 case. 

Nagpore ... ... ... 2 cases. f 

It will be perceived that the above are exclusive of the cases for Saugor 
andNimar. 

Police Administration Report for Mundla: — " In another case of 
murder, a Gond and 2 accomplices fell upon their victim when asleep in 
the jungle, and strangled him. 

Recapitulation : — Seven cases : concerned 3 persons in 1 case (in Jub- 
bulpore :) Number concerned not shown in 6 cases : 7 persons arrested in 
4 cases : No one arrested, it would seem, in 3 cases (in Chindwara and 
Nimar) : 3 persons convicted in 2 cases : 2 persons convicted and 1 released 
in 1 case : rending 1 person in one case (m Nagpoor :) Total convicted 5 
persons in 3 cases, namely 2 hanged, 1 sentenced to 5 years' imprisonment, 
1 fined, sentence of 1 not stated (in the Saugor case) : 6 cases with murder, 
including 2 in Nimar (which may have been cases of strangulation) : One 
jsase without murder. 

(End of Central Provinces.) 
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r The Criminal Statistics for Madras contain a classified list of 107 crimes 
of kinds, in none, however, of which, the offence of poisoning is anywhere 
mentioned as a distinct occurrence. 

They give 272 cases of murderri73 of grievous hurt/and 831 of hurt^ 
which may possibly include some cases of administering poison; but no 
such case is anywhere distinctly so specified, whether m the Criminal 
Statistics for all Madras, in the Administration Report for the entire * 
Madras Presidency, or in the Crime Statements for districts. The cases 
of " grievous hurt" and of " hurt" which occurred in each district, are 
lumped together, and the Sections of the Indian Penal Code under which 
they were investigated, are detailed, and as among them those Sections 
are specified, which more or less appertain to hurt caused by administer" 
* ing poisonous drugs, (namely, Sections 324, 325, 326, and 328, of the Indian 
1 Penal Code,) it may be concluded, thai some at least of the cases coming 
< under those Sections were comprehended under Hurt and grievous Hurt : 
but the number of each is not specified, and it cannot therefore be shown 
in the present Statement 

Memo: — Among the Statistical papers for the Madras Presidency for 
the previous year, ». e. for the year 1863, was a Table (" showing the 
nature and number of offences committed, Ac.,") in which 4feS cases of 
administering stupefying drugs (23 in number) were distinctly specified, 
as well as the number of cases which appertained to each of the above 
Sections, but the Returns received for Madras for 1864, do not contain any 
^similar Table. 

(End of Madras.) 
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(1) Khandesh 



(2) Town and Island op 
Bombay. 



These 2 cases being returned in the Khandesh Crime Report under Sec- 
tion 328 of the Indian Penal Code (causing hurt by means of poison, Ac.,) 
it is concluded that they are cases of poisoning and are here entered 
accordingly. One case was detected and 2 persons arrested for it, whose 
cases were pending. No separate account was given of these two cases. 

The following strangling cases are gathered from the Police Beport and 
are here only noticed for what they are worth, viz. : — 

Superintendent of Police : — " The 7th case (of murder) occurred on 
the 5th September 1864, in the Jungle of Seerood in Dhoolia. The 
public works in Khandesh had been suspended, and between 2 and 3,000 
workmen in the Dhoolia and ChaUsgam road were thrown out of employ- 
ment. The deceased, Bhowanee Wullud Kama, had gone to Seerood for 
some liquor for his master. He drank some at the shop and was returning 
with 4 bottles of it, when he was set upon by one Sheik Chand and by one 
Heeroo Chambhar and strangled apparently for the sake of a few orna- 
ments only. Three persons were concerned, one of whom, Lutchmunna, 
who had been refused a share in the booty, was admitted as Queen's evi- 
dence against the other two, and one of them, Sheik Chand, was sentenced 
to transportation for life." 

" The 8th case (of murder) occurred in the Jungle of Dhoodhe in Mal- 
ligam, the exact date not known . — On the 1st September 1864, the body 
of a Mhang Garodee, name not known, was found in the Jungle of 
Dhoodhe a mile distant from the village. From the state of the corpse 
it appeared that death had taken place some 4 or 5 days previously. Two 
ropes of Ambaree were round the neck, as well as a JPugree tied in a 
noose. The man had evidently been murdered some distance from the 
spot, as several small articles, no doubt the property of the deceased, were 
found in the Jungle about a mile from the place where the body was 
found. Searching enquiry was made but the body could not even be 
identified by any one. 

Memo : — (The deceased belonged to a wandering Tribe, vide Garodee 
Mhangs No. 26, in " Major Hervev's List of Wandering Tribes," 
and he was probably a straggler wnen met by his murderers. This 
case resembles the mysterious cases near Oonao in Oudh in 1861-62.) 

C Annual Police Returns.— " There was only one case of adminis- 
< tering poison, in which one man was concerned, brought before the 
(.Magistrate in 1864, and this case was dismissed for want of evidence." 



Total 



80 



2 Districts . 



" Detected 1 case : Arrested 2 persons : Pending 2 persons. 

The Bombay Returns exhibited the following further cases, some of 
which may or may not have been poisoning cases, but no separate notice 
of them was given, viz .— 



Under Section 324 Indian Penal 
Code (causing hurt by dangerous 
means, including " by means of any 
poison.") 



Under Section 326, (causing 
grievous hurt by dangerous wea- 
pons or means, including *'.by 
means of any poison.") 



103 



teases. 



28 in Ahmedabad. 
22 in Kaira. 

9 in Khandesh. 
15 in the Punch Mehals. 
24 in Surat-cum-Broach. 

5 in Tanna. 

5 in Ahmedabad. 
T in Kaira. 

2 in Khandesh. 

5 in the Punch Mehals. 
4 in Surat-cum-Broach. 

3 in Tannah. 



The Police Report for Kaira gives the following case of drugging, 
which possibly was accidentally committed :— " In murder case No. 9, an 
infant at Dubban in Neriad, died from the effects of an over dose of 
opium administered by a woman named Suklee. The accused was arrested, 
but was released by the Magistrate for want of proof." 

Blank Returns were received from the several districts of Bombay in 
jrespect of the crime of " Thuggee." 

(End of Bombay) 
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No Police Administration Report for Mysore has been received in thi\ 
Office from which any poisoning cases might be gleaned. It is believed 
that the crime is committed in Mysore as in other parts of India. 

The Judicial Commissioner of the^province sent blank Statements of 
cases of " Thuggee" for Mysore and for Croog. 

(JSnd qf "Mysore.) 
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Not specified 



r No cases were reported to this Office, and the Police Administration 
Eeport does not make any separate mention of any cases of poisoning. 

It however gives 40 cases of " causing hurt," and 14 cases of " voiun- 
1 tarily causing hurt/' which may include some poisoning cases. 

The Extra Assistant General Superintendent, 'stationed in 1864 at 
Akola, reported that no cases of " Thuggee" (by strangulation) had tal^en 
jplace. 



General Superintendent's Office; 

DELHI, 

The 9th May, 1868. 



} 



CHAS. HERVEY, Colonel, 
General Supdt. of Operation* for the 
Suppression of Thuggee and $aco%ty % 
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ABSTRACT STATEMENT of reported poisoning cases throughout British Territory in 
the year 1864, as gathered from the several Police Administration Reports and 
from other sources, viz:— 



Bengal 

North-Western Provinces 

Oudh 

Punjab 

Central Provinces 

Madras 

Bombay 

Mysore and Coorg 

Hyderabad Assigned Districts 



39 
99 



Total number of reported cases 



... 21 cases. 
47 

... 8 

... 36 

... 7 
None specified. 

... 3 cases. 

... Unknown. 
None specified. 

... 122 



Memo :— As the number of persons concerned, arrested, convicted, &c, is not uniformly stated for each 
province, no summary account thereof is here shown; hut some information on the subject may be acquired by 
a reference to the Statement for each district. 

For further particulars, vide the Statement for each Presidency or Administration. Two of the cases, 
viz : in Nimar, may have been cases of thuggee by strangulation. Other cases of strangling,«amely, 2 in 
Bengal, 2 in the Punjab (Umritsur,) 1 in the Central Provinces (Mundla,) and 2 in Bombay (Khandesh,) have 
been noticed in their proper places in the Column of Remarks, but are not included ia the total number of 7fa^ 
here returned. ' 



General Supebhjtbndent's Office; 

DELHI, 

The Wi May, 1868. 



I 



CHAS. HERVEY, Colonel, 
General Supdt. of Operations for the 

Suppression of Thvggee and Dacoit^ 
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STATEMENT of reported Cases of Thuggee by means of poison in British 

Districts during the year 1865. 



a 


a 


.2 


•g 


s 


J 


3 


» 


i 


Ji 


< 


"S8. 


o 


Is 


m 

a 


<M 8 


§ 


o * 


I 


P 



Number and Names 

of 

Districts in which Cases were 

reported. 



J8 

a 

3 



Rkmajuu. 



3 

55 
H 

n 



Ofd) 



49 



(1) Howrah, . 



(2) Bhagulpore, 



49 



2 Districts, 



2nd April 1866. — A party of 11 or 12 travellers, men, women and children, 
were met by two men who stated that they intended to proceed to the tame place 
as themselves. " They made themselves quite friendly with the travellers, one of 
them carrying a cage of pigeons for them." On reaching Bagnan in the evening, 
the entire party put up for the night at a shop and began to cock their feed. 
They prepared three cooling places or stoves. "One of the strangers tcck charge 
of the centre stove. .After the fcod had been prepared, they all, with the excep- 
tion of two children who were tco sleepy to wait, tock their dinners." The two 
strangers would not partake of the curry they had agisted in cocking, but made 
their meal from some tamarinds which they had bcught at the thop, mixed with 
an egg curry separately prepared. " Shortly after, the travellers, (6 men and 4 
women,) dropped down, one after another, in a state of insensibility." The Shop 
Keeper went for the Police, but by his return the two strangers had fled. The 
poisoned parties did not recover their senses for some day*, and they then told 
their story, but the only information they could give of the criminals was that 
one of them had a sore leg. Both were subsequently arrested, who confessed 
not only to this but to another case at Bagnan in Howrah, and to some other 
cases in Burdwan, Midnapore, Dum-Dum and Calcutta. Jotoo who was traced by 
his bad leg, and his accomplice Nedan, were convicted in this case and sentenced to 
10 years' imprisonment. They described how they had contrived to drug both 
the curry and the rice while under preparation in separate pots. 

The date of the other case at Bagnan above alluded to, is not given, but it was 
reported to this Office that the victims were two Hindoostanee travellers, who 
recovered : plundered rupees 8 ; Concerned 4 persons one of whom (Jebun) had 
died : Arrested 3, of whom one (Peeroo) died in Jail, another (Jotco) was convic- 
ted in the case last recorded, and the third (Peeroo) could not be prosecuted in 
this case, owing to the subsequent death of the two persons who were poisoned 
in it. 

Inspector Gekxral Pouce. — " In the beginning of the year several cases of 
poisoning occurred. These are mentioned under a separate head." (Memo. The 
separate heading here referred to, gave 5 cases of poisoning in Bhagulpore as 
included among 23 cases of poisoning " many of which occurred long ago.") 

The above would seem to include tie celebrated case of the murder of a Priest in 
the Padooka Temple at Bhagulpore (18th October 1864,) in which 2 of the cri- 
minals were subsequently hanged " in sight of the turrets of the Temple where 
they had murdered the Priest/ 1 and another, known as the Chawpanullah Case of 
occurrence in 1862. It cannot be stated from the account given in the Police 
Administration Report, what particular cases of those that remain of the five of 
occurrence in Bhagulpore, are identical with those which took place in the year 
under review (1865,) except one vi* : at Colgong near Bhaugulpore of occurrence, 
it is believed, in May of that year or soon after. The Poisoners concerned, found 
a gang of 7 or 8 men whose head quarters were, it would seem, at Colgong itself. 
They nad committed several other acts of the crime and had now set out on an ex- 
pedition of poisoning " under the pretence of going out hunting." — On their return 
they fell in with a traveller. They all rested under a tree for refreshment and the 
usual scratch meal or " tiffen." The victim took out some Suttoo, and leaving it 
at the tree went to draw water from a well close bv. Whereupon one of the 
poisoners, produced a powder from his pouch and handed it to another, who 
mixed it with the meal or Suttoo. — " The traveller returned, partook of the Suttoo, 
and walked on, the gang walking behind him. After proceeding about 2 miles he 
fell down and became insensible." He was thereupon at once robbed. " The 
traveller died where he fell. The Chowkrydar of the village Jangoo, was in 
league with the Gang and being a relative of Tdla Chowkeydar," (a member of 
the Gang)" disposed of the dead body, by inducing some Mahommedan Dhobees 
who lived near the spot, to bury it, telling them that the deceased was of their 
caste. The body was thereupon buried near the tree where the 4 traveller fell — and 
not in the usual burial place of the village." Three persons were arrested in this 
case, who confessed not only to this but to some previous similar murders at Shaw- 
raguddy in Purneah in 1863. They took the detective to the spot where they had 
buried the man, on excavating which "a skull and skeleton were discovered." 
One man was admitted as Queen's evidence and the other two were sentenced to 
transportation for life, which was confirmed by the High Court. Three others of 
the Gang (Boodhoo, Phooloo, and Nunkoo,) were also convicted of this offence as 
stated in the Police Administration Report for 1866 — vide para 3, page 293, — the 
sentence was not stated. (Memo.— For an account of this and the Shawraguddy, 
Padooka Temple, and Champanullah Cases, vide paras. 132, 136, 142 and 167 of 
the Police Administration Report, Lower Provinces, for 1866, in the Appendix to 
the present Statement.) 
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4 Districts, 



April 1865 (exact date not stated.) — Concerned 4 persons. In this case poison 
was administered to a Shop Keeper. He became insensible but recovered after a 
day. Two of the culprits Were sentenced to 10 years' transportation. A third 
died in the Jail and the remaining man was admitted as an Approver. This is 
known as the Godie Case. The (Sang had not found any victims in their expedi- 
tion, so they determined to drug a Modie or grain seller who had a shop at 
Godie and was reputed to be rich. One of the Gang disguised himself as a 
Gotaen or priest and the other three affected to be his Chilae (disciples.) They 
went up to the shop where the pretended priest began to mutter the usual incan- 
tations and to perform worship — and he then distributed some " pershad " or 
consecrated offering to his disciples who held it in their hands. Some was then 
offered to the Modie, who, at first declining, was persuaded to eat it on being 
assured it was Perthad: insensibility and delirium followed : — " he rolled on 
the ground in agony." Perceiving that his condition attracted the notice of his 
neighbours " the pretended priest and disciples decamped without having an op- 
portunity of plundering him." (For this case vide para. 189 of the Appendix.) 
Memo. — For similar instances of poisoning by administering drugged Pershad, 
vide Colonel Hervey's Reports of cases in the Southern Mahratta Country as 
Assistant General Superintendent for the Bombay Presidency, Selections from the 
Records of the Bombay Government I860. 

In an Abstract Statement of drugging cases given under para. 98 of the Police 
Administration Report already above referred to, 9 cases in Monghyr are included 
among the 28 cases there shewn to have been discovered this year, " many of 
which occurred long ago :" but in the detailed account thereof, the following two 
cases only would seem to have occurred in 1865 in Monghyr, viz : 

(1.) 29th April 1866 at Balin Chowkey : Victims 8 : Of whom died 2 : Reco- 
vered 1 : Plundered Re. 9 : Concerned 2 persons : Arrested 2, who were hanged. 
Two Sonars and a Brahmin met at Mahadaba, two men, who called themselves 
Koormees. They journeyed together all day, and when cooking in the evening, 
the two Koormees gave some Suttoo to the 8 travellers, after eating which, the 
three became insensible. Two of them died but the Brahmin recovered. The 
local Police could make nothing of the case. Through the confessions of a Poi- 
soner named Lutchmttn, who, while undergoing a sentence of ten years' imprison- 
ment in the Patna Jail awarded to him and another man named Kooehroo, in 
1868, for their administering drugs to travellers, were examined by Mr. Beily at 
the outset of these special investigations and through whose information princi- 
pally, the present and other cases were traced, a man named Zalim was arrested , 
on whose confession seven persons of a gang of Poisoners were arrested at Bha- 
gulpore, and through the information imparted by one of them named Nutkoo, 
a clue was found implicating 2 others named Seodeen and JSeharee, who, he said, 
had left home on an expedition of poisoning about three weeks previously, and 
who, he believed, " had most likely killed the two Sonars" in the present case. They 
were arrested, when Eeharee was at once identified by the Brahmin as one of the 
two Koormees by whom he and the two Sonars had been poisoned, but Seodeen 
contrived to effect his escape by means of a bribe, but he was very cleverly tracked 
by two of Mr. Reily's detectives as he was making his way to the Nipal Frontier. 
Both men were subsequently executed. 

(2.) December 1865 at Kurkurree Pahar above the Railway Tunnel close to 
Jumalpore Station : Victim one who died : Plundered Bs. 12-8-0 and some arti- 
cles : Concerned 4 persons : Arrested 4. Two poisoners (named RajbvlM and 
Sookree*,) were returning from an expedition to Jemalpore. They met two other 
poisoners in company with a traveller and they turned back with them. They 
rested at a well close below the Kurkurree Hill, — " and as it was a hot day, one of 
the poisoners named Roocha, prepared some sherbet in two lotas with sugar. He 
mixed poison in one of the lotas and gave it to the traveller, who drank the con- 
tents. The Poisoners drank from the other lotah." They then climbed the Hill, 
at the top of which the traveller sat under a tree, " partially insensible." — By and 
bye Moocha put his hand to his waist feeling for his money, perceiving which the 
man, who was still conscious, laid hold of his hand, — upon this " Roocha drew his 
hand away, and taking the traveller up in his arms, threw him down on the rook. 
Another of them named Rahmull KuUeefa then took up a large stone and dashed 
it on his chest. Blood flowed from the man's nose and he died." 

Ixbpectob General Police :— " Unfortunately the Police had never heard of 
the case, — there was no corpus delicti, and no independent evidence to corrobo- 
rate the confessions. For these reasons the murderers were not committed 
for trial to the Sessions. Roocha escaped from the hands of the Police and 
Rahmull Kulleefa was proceeded against as a bad character." (Memo : — For an 
account of this and the preceding case, vide paras. 116 and 160 of the Extract 
from the Police Administration Report given in the Appendix.) The two Appro- 
vers in this case subsequently overreached themselves in giving evidence against 
two other accomplices (Bugbut and Lakah) in another case of occurrence at 
Toolsheepore, in which two women were drugged sometime in 1865,— exact date 
not stated or the District in which it took place. — They were bribed to give 
partial evidence and were therefore convicted on their own confessions in that 
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latter case and were sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment, as narrated in the Police 
Administration Report for 1866, page 294, para. 4, where the Inspector General 
Police hoped, " the lesson thus read to Queen s Witnesses, would prove salutary." 

The third case is gathered from a Statement received in this Office from Mr. 
Beily, the Superintendent of the Detective Department on Special Duty. 

(3.) At Futehpore on the 10th January 1865 : Victims 2 : Recovered 2, of whom 
one subsequently died : Plundered rupees 5-8-0 : Concerned 1 person : Arrested 1 . 
In this case, which occurred across the Ganges, the Police had failed. One of the 
drugged parties on being confronted with the prisoners arrested in another case, 
immediately recognized one of them named Kasee Dosad, as the man who had 
drugged him. The other victim " on the night he was drugged, while out of his 
senses from the effects of the Dhatoora, while rolling about fell into the fire which 
had been made to warm themselves. He was so severely burnt that he died six 
weeks after." 

13th February 1865 : — This is known as the Bykutpoor case. Two men were 
found insensible in a Serai. They reoovered after some time : Concerned 2 per- 
sons : Acquitted 2. The prisoners' names were Bhugloo and Jebun, the latter of 
whom was also concerned in the Bagnan affair (quod vide under Howrah.) He 
subsequently died. 

Two Brahmin Travellers met two lads on the road to Patna, who offered them a 
Silver wrist ornament for sale saying they wanted to go to Juggurnath but had 
no money for the purpose. Further on they met another traveller, who declared 
the bangle to be worth 17 rupees and pretended to be desirous to purchase it but 
had not the money at hand, — his house was close by " would the two Brahmins be . 
so good as to lend him that amount" ? They assented and were asked to keep the 
article in their possession till the promised payment for it was fulfilled. Presently 
the traveller proceeded in another direction and did not return. The Brahmins 
perceiving this proceeded with their journey when soon they were joined by two 
other travellers cloBe to Bykutpoor, who on arrival there went with them to the 
provisioned shop and there purchased some rice and dal for them with which they 
prepared their meal, — " After eating the food the Brahmins became insensible, and 
when they recovered their senses they found the two travellers had fled with the 
bangle and every thing they possessed. (Memo : — For more about this case, the cause 
of its failure in Sessions and the high opinion expressed of the detective ability 
displayed by Mr. Reily in tracing it out, vide paras. 108 to 113 in Extract from 
Jhe Police Administration Report for 1865, given in the Appendix. 

Poucb Administration Rbpobt: — "Three poisoning cases occurred, all of 
which were detected. The Police shewed much judgement in the way they fol- 
lowed them up." (Memo. — No account was given of these 3 cases in the Police 
Administration Report for 1865, — nor are they anywhere mentioned in the Ex- 
tract from it in the Appendix which comprises an account of the special investiga- 
tion into cases of this nature conducted by Mr. Reily.) 

" These cases are gathered from the Report on the Police of the Town of Calcutta 
and its Suburbs 1865-66, (Tables A. and C,) under " causing hurt by means of 
poisons" m respect of the Town, and " thefts by administering drugs" in respect 
of the Suburbs : — Number of cases brought to trial 11 : Not brought to trial 1 : 
Arrested 17 persons : Convicted 3 : Acquitted 14 : Plundered in 3 cases in the 
Suburbs Rs. 839-2-0 : Property plundered not stated in 9 cases in the Town r 
Recovered Rs. 768 in the 3 cases in the Suburbs : Property recovered not shewn 
in the 9 cases in the Town. No other details were given. 

Commissioneb OF PoilCE OP Calcutta : — " Administering drugs with intent to 
rob : — There was only one case of this nature reported during the year as having 
occurred in Town " ( ! ) 

(1.) " Two men named Nilkanto Dutt and Hurris Chunder Dutt, noted bad 
characters, who had been long suspected by the Police of drugging Prostitutes and 
then robbing them, were detected on the 25th June 1865, when Nilkanto was 
arrested by the Police. Hurris Chunder escaped and is still at large. Nilkunto was 
eommittea to the Sessions and, on the 16tn August, was sentenced to 10 years' 
transportation." (Memo. — The above case would seem to be one of the 9 com- 
mitted in the Town and it took place on the 10th February 1865. It was com- 
mitted on a prostitute who recovered : Plundered Rs. 60 : Implicated 2 persons : 
Arrested 2.) 

(2.) Another of the Town cases took place on the 1st June 1865 in the Kolali 
Bazar, in which another prostitute was poisoned, who recovered : Plundered Rs. 
6 : Implicated 1 person : — " This case was ascertained on the confession of Peeroo. 
The crime was committed by KdU.ee Metiewallah" (vide another case committed 
at the same place by Peeroo in the Statement for 1864 :) 

(8.) A third Town case took place at Mydab Puttee (?) on the 2nd June 1865, 
when another prostitute was poisoned, who recovered: plundered rupees 30: 
Implicated 1 person : Arrested 1 : — " This case was committed by Nilmoney (above- 
" called Nilkunto) who has been arrested and has been identified by the poisoned 
" woman and by the owner of the House in which the deed was committed." 

For four other cases of poisoning and robbing Prostitutes with Dhatoora, and 
for the Modus Operandi, viz., (1) at Kidderpore, (2) near Dum-Dum, (3) atTallee- 
gunge, (4) in the Sham Bazaar, vide paras. 179, 182, 189 and 192 of the Police 
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Administration Report, Lower Province?, given in the Appendix. The dates of 
those coses were not given, and it is therefore uncertain whether they are included 
in the 12 cases returned in the present Statement for the Town and Suburbs of 
Calcutta, or whether they occurred prior to 1865. 

(The following case is here only noticed by the way, viz : Police Commfstoner Cal- 
cutta : " On the morning of the 16th November a woman aged about 65 years was 
found dead in her house at Puttooahparah>in the Bhowaneepore Section. There were 
marks of strangulation on her throat, and her boxes were found burnt open and a 
lot of Jewellery stolen. The deceased was reputed amongst her neighbours to be 
a woman of considerable wealth, but as she lived alone and was not on intimate 
terms with her neighbours, the exact amount of property stolen is unknown. The 
Police are of opinion that the murder was committed by a gang of professional 
burglars, but though every possible exertion Jias been made, and large rewafUs 
have been offered, not the slightest clue has been obtained as to who committed 
^the murder.") * 



No separate account has been given of the Police action in these 22 cases, for 
it will have been perceived that while it was described for some of the cases in some 
Districts, it has been either omitted or only partially given in others. 

Mention is made in the Police Administration Report (vide para. 170 in the Ap- 
pendix,) of a case in the Burdwan District and another at Midnapore, but as no 
dates were given, it is unknown whether they were included in the cases for 1865, 
or Jtook place at a prior date. 

Inspector General Police. — " At the beginning of 1865, the Deputy Inspector 
General of the 3rd Circle, brought to notice the existence of certain bodies of men 
who made it their trade to stupefy and rob persons travelling on the high road 
between Bhaugulpore and Patna ; in some instances death had resulted, and the 
Head of the Detective Department (Mr. Beily) with some of his best Inspectors 
was deputed to enquire into the matter, and his exertions have been attended with 
the most satisfactory results : many cases of poisoning which occurred long ago, 
have been brought to light, and more than one gang of professional poisoners, who, 
for years, had plied their trade without suspicion, has been completely broken up. 
The following shews the result of the cases investigated : — 

Abstract Statement of drugging cases. 
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Remarks by the General Superintendent : — Mr. Reily war on the recommen- 
dation of the late Colonel Bruce, at that time Inspector General Police for Bengal, 
placed by the Lieutenant Governor in communication with myself. He freely con- 
sulted me and kept me imformed of all his proceedings. The results were reported 
by me to the Lieutenant Governor with high mention of the great intelligence 
Mr. Beily had displayed in the investigations and the success which had attended 
them. Mr. Reily's proceedings are narrated in detail by the present Inspector Ge- 
neral Police in the Appendix in continuation of the above extracts from his own 
Report on the subject. 

Lieutenant Governor op Bengal : — "The action of the Detective Department 
under Mr. Reily, in bringing to light and preventing many cases of robbery by the 
aid of poisonous drugs, was apparently most successful and deserving of high 
I commendation." 

(End of Bengal for 186iy 
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f No detailed Statements were given in these cases. 

Police Admdcibtbatiox Rbfobt .— " The only three cases of poisoning were sim- 
ply the result of enmity, and not professional poisoning cases." 

For more about these cases vide Saharunpore and boolundshahur, particularly 

one at Ghurmuktesir, which would seem to have been the deed of a Brahmin and 

a Xaeth, who administered the drug in some country liquor. One KuUoo Lodhee, 

a professional poisoner, would also seem to have been implicated in one of the cases 

(.(vide also Boolundshahur.) 

r Police Administration Bbpobt:— "In two out of three cases of professional 
poisoning, the offenders were punished." 

Deputy Inbpectob General 1st Division :— " Allygurh 1 case, defendant, Soba 
Sam, convicted — an old offender — sentence 10 years transportation." 

No further details were given — but the following is an account of one of the 



21st January 1865. — The person drugged was a Brahmin boy, 14 years of age. 
He was returning home from delivering letters at different places, when he was 
met outside of Coel (Allygurh) by a man who pretended to be also a Brahmin 
and to be going in the same direction. They trarelled together on the Agra 
road, and alighted for the night at the Parao or halting place of a village by the 
way. Here they eat separately, each his own pooreee (or puffs,) after which the 
stranger gave some sugar to the boy and a chillvm to smoke. The boy swallowed 
a mouthful of the sugar, but finding it bitter threw the rest away :— " Shortly 
afterwards I began to feel dixsy and all my joints began to ache — I called loudly 
for help and don't know what become of me, and how I have come back to Coel." 
The criminal, Sobharam, was seized on the spot. He was an old offender and 
belonged to a gang of Poisoners located in Allygurh, but he was only a Khutteek, 
a low caste, and yet was able to borrow a chillum from a Brahmin ! He was 
convioted and sentenced to transportation for 10 years. 

The Police Administration Report contains no separate mention of these cases, 
but they are included in the Table of offences in Appendix I of the Report. No 
one arrested. 

These cases occurred in November close upon each other, the criminal in each 
instance having hired a Pony, drugged the Syce or groom, and then decamped 
with the animal. (For more about these and one or more other cases, vide Boolund- 
^shahur.) 

Not mentioned in the separate account for Districts, but included in the Table 
of offences in Appendix I, Police Administration 'Report. No arrests shewn. 

Inspector General Police : — " A gang of thieves, by caste Pathans, known as 
Beloochees or Jteende, have been reported as residing under certain Chiefs in the 
<J Mozuffernuggur district, who gain their livelihood by thieving expeditions into 
Central India. They have no objection, however, to practising Thuggee or Poi- 
•oning by Dhatoorah when opportunity offered (Memo. — These people have been 
mentioned in the Dacoity Statistical Statements prepared in this Office for 1864, 
^1865 and 1866, under Ajmere and some other Districts.) 

Omitted to be mentioned in the separate District account, but included in the 
Table of Crimes in the Police Administration Report for 1865. 

It was reported to this Office that a sudden outbreak of Poisoning by Dhatoorah 
had appeared in the Districts of Meerut, Saharunpore and Boolundshahur, several 
cases having occurred in a short space of time. 

One of the cases here returned was committed by two persons pretending to be a 
Kaeth and his Brahmin servant, and the other case, it would seem, by a person who 
turned out to be one Kullooa an old offender (vide Meerut supra.) A man named 
Kullooa had recently fulfilled imprisonment for 4 years in a former case in Meerut 
in I860, and another man of the same name who was a Lodhi, had similarly been 
recently enlarged from Jail after undergoing an imprisonment of five years for an 
^offence of the same nature at Peshawur in 1869. 

No mention of these cases in the separate reports for these Districts, but they 
are included in the Crime Table in Appendix I of the Police Administration 
Report. 

Police Adktnistbaton Report : — " In the most important case (of murder in 
Budaon) the victim evidently met his death at the hands of professional poisoners 
who have not yet been discovered." 

Memo. — This case was omitted from the general Crime Table for Districts, 
Appendix I, Police Administration Report. 

' This case was not mentioned in the Report for the District but is included in 
the same general Crime Table. 

It took place on the 29th September 1865, and 5 persons were the victims in it, 
comprising an entire family, vis. : a man, his mother, younger brother and two 
sisters who were travelling together. They were joined in their journey by an old 
man in the garb of a religions Mendicant riding on a pony, who, when all had 
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stopped at a Serai near the Stone Bridge at Shajehanpore and had begun to take 
their evening meal, gave, them seme gcor or coagulatea treacle, which, he said, had 
been cant into his lotah by some kind person when he was begging." They eat it 
with their bread — and soc-n all win- Mixed with illness, the symptoms being those 
of poisoning with the Dhatoorah. The pretended beggar was seized before he could 
getaway, and a quantity of Feeds of the Dl at or rah plant was found in the grass 
before his pony. He raid he certainly had pit feme Dhatoorah seed in a small 
bag in his lotah, for he tta* in the he Lit if taiitg the drvg as a stimulant, and 
that when he removed the \ np, f< n e of it n u&t hare slipped out of it and remain- 
ed in hi* lotah when he went about with it for a'mt — and that as the bag had a 
hole in it, some of it must too, have elrop|ied on the ground near his pony, but that 
he never poisoned the travellers ! — Some unronsumed portion of the treacle which 
had been r art away, was give n to a dog without em e t and the n an was acquitted 
in Sessions. But. numereus similar inM antes of the crime*, committed under the 
L Bame device are on the Records of the Ihuggee Department. 

Poitct Administration Betort : — " There were five eases of poi?onir. g : Only one 
of them, however, appears to hare been committed lya professional poisoner. 
Three of these eases were prosecuted to conviction, and in one the intention to 
*{ poison is iloubtfuJ." 

Five cases are also entered in the Crime Table for the North "Western Pro- 
I vinee s, but. tlie Police Administration Be port dots not contain any detailed ac- 
count of them. 

f Tliese eases are not mentioned in the Crime Report for Muttra, but are included 
j in the Crime Table. 

1 Dkputt Inspfctor GENERAL 1st Divibion : Mutra — " One ease, Nundkishcre, 
I committed to Sessions." (Memo. Result not stated.) No separate account is given 
v, of either. 

These cases are omitted from the Crime Bcport far Furruokabad, tut are in- 
cluded in the Crime Tables of the North Western Provinces, — bpt the Police 
Administration Report does not contain any sepaialc account of them. 

One case was attended with murder and the following account of both is 
obtained from a "Statement of cases of lhuggee" received from the local 
Magistrate. 

1st Case — 24th May 1865, at Serai Hrshum : — " A wrir.on who lived outside of 
the Serai eat some tweet meat proffered to her ly a Brahmin. It lasted bitter. 
She became insensible and was robbed. She was under treatment in (he Hospital 
for two days and recovered, but was unable to give any account of the man, who 
consequently was ne>t discovered." 

2nd Case — 18th Decemher lt65, at Allah Gunge: — " A wan and a woman, ad- 
ministered some white arsenic mixed in sugar to a lad and his iniant brother, 
of which both died. The offenders were arrested, and both were subsequently 
^hanged." 

f These eases were not mentioned in the separate Crime Beport for Cawnpore, 
but are imluded in the general Crime Table, and the following account of one of 
the number, is taken from the Police Administration Report but which does not 
contain any account of any of the other*. / 

On the 1st February It 6b, three persons were picked up in a state of insensibi- 
lity under the influence of Dhatoorah as evinced " by their all pie-king at the 
ground in away peculiar to men tufleiing from the effects of that poison." 
Emetics being adminiMered, I he men regained e-on?<-ie>usness after a considerable 

• time, and stated that they had drank some milk -which had been given them by 
three strangers, one, hewever, of vthcin, nsmed Ittmditn, they had met before: — 
" These men were all afterwards apprehended in Oude as concerned in another 
case, and eonfe»ssed to their having poisoned the above men at Muckunpore : they 
were sentenced to 10 years 1 transportation." 

Memo. — Raindeeu was a registered Thug Poisoner in the Bolls of the Thuggejo 
and Daeoity Department In 4860 ho and two others poisoned a Hackeiy diiver 
in the Cawnpore District and robbed -his Cart and Bullocks. The latter were 
^traced but not the criminals. 

Police Administration Report:— "In the only case of robbery by adminis- 
tration of poison, the offender was very cleverly traced and all the property reco- 
vered : he was transported for life." 

The following is the account of this case as gathered from the Police Adminis- 
tration Report. A man and his son were driving a cart laden with sugar, (no 
date given.) On the road they were joined by one Madha, who gave the elder 
man some p&n in which some Dhatoorah had been mixed, which he eat and then 
became insensible. Whereupon the Poisoner threw the boy down a well and 

• drove off the cart and bullocks. The well happened to be a dry one and the poor 
lad remained in it for some days, but was at length taken out of it by some tra- 
vellers, greatly emaciated : — " Altogether some 8 days elapsed before information 
was given at the Police Station. Prompt enquiry resulted in the arrest of Radka 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 7 ] 



1 



O 



o 

<3 



i 

.■81 

IJ 



Number and Karnes 
of 
District* in which Cases 
reported. 



1 



I 



fc 



Bemakks. 



Bt. 



12 



w 
u 

I 

J? 



W 
H 

O 



15 Districts, 



(16) Banda, 



(17) Jounpore, 



(18) Benares, 



(19) Goruckpore,. 

(20) Azimgurh, . 



(21) Gkaaeepore,. 



35 



€rd 
•ver 



H 



12! 21 Districts,. 



48 



and the recovery of the cart and bullocks which had been sold in Oawnpore. The - 
poisoner was transported for life, but nothing elicited at the trial which tended to 
prove the poisoner was one of a gang." (Memo. — For similar instances of poi- 
soning Hackery drivers and robbing them of their carts and bullocks, Tide Ally- 
gurh and Rohtuck in the Statement for 1864, Oawnpore in the present Statement, 
and paras. XIX and XXIV of my Report in the Foreign Department, No. 794, 
jlated 16th September 1863. 

Police Adiiiuistbation Report : — " Three cases are reported of robbery after 
administering poison. • • • One case seems to hare been the work 
of a professional, and he was convicted." 

The Police Administration Report contains an account of one only of the num- 
ber. A traveller was, on the 1st August, found lying insensible upon the ground. 
On his recovering his senses some hours afterwards, he said he was travelling 
from Jhansie to Chutterkote and was joined on the road by a man who said he 
was a Koormee, at whose hands he eat of some suttoo and soon after became 
insensible, in which state he was robbed of his shoes, his money, and his brass pot. 
Some days subsequently the criminal was traced by the Police and arrested at a 
village in the Allahabad District, with his victim's shoes upon his feet and some 
Dhatoora in a bag upon his person. To the traveller he had given his name bb 
Kuthwa, but his real name was Thakoonca Lodhi, a professional poisoner. He 
^was sentenced to transportation for life. 

r This case is not mentioned in the District Crime Report, but is included in the 
J Crime Table appended to the Police Administration Report. No account of it 
(.was given. 

" Police Administration Report -.—Robbery by poison 2 cases; arrested 6 
persons ; acquitted 2 ; convicted 3 in 1 case. 

Deputy Inspector General 2nd Division: — " Benares District. — Two case* 
of poisoning occurred, but without actual robbery, — one on the 7th January, on 
the person of a pensioner who had come to Benares for his pay, and the other on 
the 27th February, on a woman. In the first case one man was concerned, and a 
Kahar named Seobuddun, who answered to the description of the poisoner, was 
arrested, but he was discharged by the Magistrate for want of sufficient proof. In the* 

^eeeond case, both offenders were tried and sentenced to ten years' imprisonment." 

\ These cases are omitted from the Crime Reports of these Districts but are* 
[ included in the Crime Table, Appendix I of the Police Administration Report 
[ for 1865. 
/ No detailed account of them was given. 

f Those cases were not mentioned in the Distinct Crime Report, and two only 
were included in the Crime Table of the Police Administration Report. The 
third case is obtained from a special report to this Office and the following is a 
brief account of each as gathered from speeital reports : 

(1) 28rd January 1865 at Badlabad. The victim was found lying in a state of 
insensibility by a small shed in a potatoe field to which he had strayed. On his 
recovering his senses at a late hour on the following day he narrated that as he 
was travelling to Ghazeepore he was joined by a Mussulman who said he was also 
going there. Both by and bye, sat down under some Mangoe trees to refresh 
themselves. The traveller cooked his own food there and gave some of it to the 
stranger. They in fact partook of the meal together, and then proceeded with 
their journey. But presently the traveller began to feel very ill and then remem- 
bered nothing further. He was robbed while m this condition. No trace of the 
criminal could be gained. 

(2) 25th January 1865 — Another and a richer traveller, who was also going to 
Ghazeepore and had started with gold rings upon hi& ears and an ornament of 
gold abomt his neck, was found under a Pecjpml tree by the wayside, in a helpless* 
state of nssensibility. On his recovering hie senses on the following day, he 
explained how lie had met a man on the road on three different occasions the 
same day. On the first occasion nothing passed between them. By and bye ho 
fonnd hrm at a Well on the road side smoking a Hooka, and was asked by him to 
take a whiff, but lie declined and the stranger went on. He came upon him yet 
again at another Well further on, where he had drawn water, of which he 
offered him some, — but this too the traveller declined. But presently the stranger 
produced some Goor from his bundle and gave him some of it, and this the tra- 
veller ate. It seemed very bad and nauseous, which the stranger explained away 
by saying it was Burragong Sugar which was proverbially bad. They then both 
drank water and went on, when the usual consequences ensued, — but the poisoned 
man happened to fall down insensible closo to some wayside grain shops, so that 
he was not robbed. 

The stranger was a Kahar, but the traveller did not catch his name. The 
criminal escaped. 

(8) 28th September 1865. — Three travellers were found lying senseless at a 
Serai at Zohurgunge to which they had come together the previous night, — that is to* 
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say, one was completely insensible, but the other two seemed to be shamming, which 
was indeed the case, for the other man'6 money and property were found upon them. 
On recovering his senses late in the afternoon, the drugged man, who was a trader 
travelling to Benares to purchase cloth, explained that as he was passing by Gha- 
zeepore, ne was joined by the other two, — that he endeavoured to avoid them, but 
that they persevered in keeping up with him, sometimes in front of him and 
sometimes behind. At length he even put up in the same Serai with them and 
presently even ate some food at their hands ! He then lost consciousness and was 
robbed. The two criminals were a Mullah and a Brahmin (by name Matadeen 
and Sheonarayun.) They were tried and sentenced to 7 years' imprisonment. 

" This case was not mentioned in the District Crime Report given in the Police 
Administration Report, but was included in the Crime Table. 

Deputy Inspector General 2sd Division : — " On the 13th September 1866, 
a traveller put up at the House of a resident of a large village called Doohowlea 
(in Bustee) on the road from Ghaighat to Fyzabad : on the morning of the 18th, 
the Bukkal was found dead with evident marks of strangulation by means of a 
rope ; jewels, value Rs. 10, had been taken from his person, and the traveller had 
departed. Every enquiry was instituted and descriptive Rolls promptly promul- 
gated, but no clue could be gained of the offender." 

Memo. — This case, classed as one of Thuggee, was included in the Crime Table 
of the Police Administration Report among those of robbery ly administration 
of poison. 

This case was not alluded to in the separate Report for this District, but was 
included in the Crime Tables appended to the Police Administration Report — but 
no account of it . was given, — the following is gathered from a special report of 
it to this Office, viz. ; Three persons were going on a pilgrimage, when they were 
joined by a man and two women : — The strangers, as a charitable action due to 
pilgrims / fed them at the close of the first day's journey — but without any evil 
results. On the following day they did so again, and on this occasion the pil- 
grims became insensible. They did not recover consciousness for 24 hours and 
one of them subsequently died in the Hospital at Mow Raneepore. No traces 
of the criminals were acquired, but the name of one of them, t. e., of the man 
Jowahir Lohar, was identical with that of a member of the gang of Hurpersbad 
the notorious poisoner, whose Head Quarters were in Rundelkund, and whose 
principal vocation was to poison cart drivers and drive off their cart and bullocks 
as before described. 

Memo. — It is doubtful whether this case occurred in the Jhansi District or in 

Lullutpore, but as the Police Administration Report, gives a blank Return for the 

former, and returns one case for Lullutpore, it is here described as if appertaining 

to the latter district. If it should be a distinct case, then the total number of 

^cases for all the North Western Provinces must be augmented by one. 



f These cases include 48 cases as gathered from the Police Administration Report 
(one of which, in Bustee, was thought to be a case of Thuggee) and 2 extra 
cases which took place in Budaon and Ghazeepore, as explained under those 
Districts. 

But yet another case is mentioned in the Police Administration Report, which 
may or may not belong to the above cases, the District in which it occurred. being 
not only left unmentioned but the case itself being described under the heading of 
" Systematic cases of Cheating," — (vide Appendix B of the Police Admiiriitration 
Report) viz. : 

One Mahomed Hosein induced one Nubbee Bux to believe that he could get 
some bullocks cheap. Nubbee Bux accompanied him taking Rs. 202 ; en route 
Mahommed Hosein suddenly pulled up, saying they could smoke at a friend's. 
Here shortly after smoking, Nubbee Bux became senseless, and when he recovered 
he found himself at some distance from the House minus his money. Next day 
he complained. Badul Khan, the owner of the House, said that " yes, certainly, 
he had won Rs. 40 from Plaintiff, and fancied that plaintiff in that manner 
hoped to recover money which he had honestly lost to him ; as to Mahommed 
Hosein he never heard of such a person, nor had any one but plaintiff been in his 
House the day before.' 1 The case was dismissed. (Memo. — This case is, I think, 
decidedly one of drugging — the device of inducing people to accompany them with 
money for the purchase of cattle, being one that is resorted to by poisoners, for 
an instance of which vide Mozuffernuggur in the Statement for 1864.) 

Inbpbctoe General Police : Thuggee. — 1 case from 1861 to 1864 : Commit- 
ted in 1865, 1 case : Undetected at the end of 1865, 2 cases : Lost Rs. 10. (Memo. 
This case is identical with that included as above under Bustee : quod vide.) 

Bobbery by Poison : 93 cases from 1861 to 1864 : Committed in 1865, 16 cases: 
Total 109: Prosecuted to conviction 10: Undetected at the end of 1865, 99: 
Arrested 15 persons : Convicted 9 (including one Kullooa in a case for 1864) : 
Acquitted 4 : Under trial 2 : Lost Rs. 472 : Recovered Rs. 155. (Memo.— 16 
cases only in 1865, is evidently a mistake, for it is gainsaid by what has been 
above gathered from the Police Administration Report, and is further again gain- 
said in Appendices I and II thereof.) 

The Police Administration Report for 1865, contains 2 Statements sent by the 
Deputy Inspectors General, 1st and 2nd Police Divisions, the details of which 
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from their being mixed up with cases for former periods, do not admit of any 
approximation to the cases for the year under review (1865,) particularly as they 
shew no more than 16 cases for 1866 which h at variance with the number given 
as above shewn in the general Police Administration Report for that year. The 
substance of those Statements are included in the summary above quoted from 
the Inspector General of Police. It would seem, however, from them, that taking 
16 as the number of cases which occurred in 1865, the persons concerned in them 
numbered 23, arrested 15, convicted 9, acquitted 4, pending 2. (Memo. Two men 
implicated in cases for former periods, namely Kullooa in a case in Boolundshahur 
in 1864, and one Seera in * case in Bijnour at some prior period, would seem 
to be mixed up in these details.) 

Inspectob General Police : — " Robberies by poison, I am glad to say, have 
very much decreased. The Police during the year have been successful in follow- 
ing up these cases, and several undoubted professional poisoners have been prose- 
cuted to conviction." 

" Thuggee as a professional crime seems to have ceased under the operations 
of the Officers specially appointed for the supervision of this crime, and the ad- 
mirable system of Approvers introduced by Colonel Sleeman. The votaries of 
the art doubtless found it too dangerous an amusement to be any longer pursued 
in British Territory with impunity, and it would appear to be succeeded by the 
more easily accomplished and less easily detected crime of robbery by poison." 

Deputy Inspector General 1st Division : — " Thuggee.— with, the exception 
of a suspicious case at £tawah, there are no appearances of this crime being com- 
mitted in this Division." 

The case here referred to at Etawah, would not seem to be anywhere else men- 
tioned in the Police Administration Report. Thus with the cose at Bustee (quod 
vide, J there would seem to have been two costs of Thuggee in the North Western 
Provinces in 1865, and 50 cases of robbery by administering poisons. It not being 
clear how many persons lost their lives in the latter cases, and the exact police 
action in each case unknown, nothing is here added on the subject, the particulars 
which were available, having been already recorded against the districts in which 
the crimes took place. 

(End of North Western Provinces for 1865.; 



O 



(1) Lucknow, 

(Including City.) 



(2) Diurriabad, 



Cd. 
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2 Districts, 



Pour cases, namely 8 in the City and 1 in the District. 

Inspector General Police : — " Of murders (in the City) I regret to say, three 
were by poison, — in all these cases the Police made apprehensions. In one there 
was an acquittal, one conviction, and one remained under trial at the close of the 
year ; these cases, as detailed by the City Superintendent in his Report, are in- 
teresting." (Memo. — The details were not received in this Office.) 

" Of 12 murders and attempts (in the Lucknow District,) one was by poison, in 
which the guilty parties were convicted." 

The following cases also occurred in the Lucknow district and were described 
with two other similar cases in Oonao, " to resemble the mysterious murders in- 
Oonao of 1861 and 1862, the corpses as in the old Oonao murders, never being 
recognized" — namely : 

Supebintendent op Police :— " On the morning of the 20th November the 
bodies of two workmen were found at the corner of a grove of trees about half a 
mile from the Police Outpost at Chillawan on the Lucknow and Cawnpore Road 
and half a mile off the road. The deceased met their deaths by strangulation and 
were possibly drugged previously, as no marks of a struggle can be found." 

" The post mortem examination showed that the men had died from strangula- 
tion, they having both previously received severe blows on the head, but no signs 
of drugging or poisoning were apparent. I believe they were first knocked down 
and then strangled. One of the men was strangled with a piece of his own Lotah 
rope which had been cut off for the purpose. The case precisely resembles another 
recent one in Oonao." 

Inspector General Police : — " This case was one of peculiar atrocity. Two 
men, apparently grass cutters, were killed on a bye path leading from the 
Lucknow and Cawnpore Road, to the Cantonments about half a mile from the 
road. The murdered men must have partaken largely of liquor shortly before 
being attacked, as a large quantity wan found in the stomach of each man, but no 
appearance of poison. There were severe blows on the head, leading to the sup- 
position that they had first been knocked down, cords were tightly tied round the 
throats, and tbe noses of both were out off, — the bodies being also otherwise 
mutilated. Every endeavour was made to unravel the crime, but without avail. 
» * • There can be little doubt of the fact, that in cases of murder, such as those 
now under comment, drugging has been first resorted to." (Memo. — For more 
about these cases vide under Oonao.) 

( Inspector General Police : — " Of the ten murders, one was by poison," (Me* 
l mo. — Mo account of this case was given.) 
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No cases of poisoning are returned, but the following three cases of murder 
deserve notice, having been referred to this Office by the Inspector General Police 
as resembling, with that of occurrence in Lucknow (quod vide,) " the mysterious 
murders of Oonao of 1861-62, the corpses not being recognized" — viz : 

(1) " On the 22nd May 1865, the corpse of a stranger was found at Koomra- 

Sore lying under a tree near the kucha or unconstructed road leading from 
awn pore to Huraha, with a cloth thrown over it, which on examination was 
found to be saturated with blood — the head and face of the corpse being fright- 
fully battered about." (Memo. — No further report wss received of any marks of 
strangulation or symptoms of poisoning, by which to connect this case with the 
former Oonao cases.) 

(2) On 15th July 1865 at Asakhera. The corpse of a man, who was probably 
a syce or grass cutter, or a bullock driver, was discovered in a hut a few feet away 
from the Grand Trunk Boad, with a knotted lotah string fastened round about 
the neck and chin. The deceased was not identified by any one, but he was sup- 
posed to be a traveller from Bundelkund or Rajpoot an ah. No marks of a struggle 
m or close to the hut were observable, but certain indications thereof were per- 
ceived in a garden close by, where too, an iron bar was found. Qhe man's purse 
had been violently torn away from his loins, but his other properly was left un- 
touched : " The string," said the District Superintendent, " by which the deceased 
was strangled, was not placed round the throat under the chin as is usual, but was 
placed across the chin, and then fastened with five twists round to the back of the 
neck, which was stated to be a mode of strangling peculiar to the Thugs of 
Bundelkund.' 1 The Deputy Commissioner of the district, did not consider this 
to be a case of Thuggee, because the string round the neck was placed there " in 
the most unskilful way, which shewed clearly the work to be none of a practised 
or professional hand : — The string had a knot made at each wind round "the neck 
and: chin ; for there were three winds round the neck and two round the chin and 

in each a knot ; the Civil Surgeon untied three of these, one round the chin and 

two round the neck, — the last one round the neck had three knots in it, — and the 
Civil Surgeon gave it as his opinion that death was not compassed by strangulation. 
There were two wounds on the head of the deceased, — one over the right eyebrow 
and the other on the back of the head. The Civil Surgeon gives it as his opinion 
that neither of these caused death, but that they stunned the individual and death 
was afterwards otherwise effected." — (Memo. — It was not shewn how death was 
eventually otherwise effected, if the man was neither strangled by the rope, or 
brained with the iron bar.) 

(3) On the 10th September 1865, the dead bodies of two other Syces or Grass- 
cutters, were discovered lying in a pool close to a field at Beekamow, with cords 
fastened round the necks, death being caused by strangulation, — cuts were 
inflicted on the head and face and the noses of both cut off. The elder of the two 
deceased men seemed to have had a heavy purse about the waist which had been 
cut off. In one man's bundle was found an old blue Jacket (without buttons) 
shewing that he had been a syce or grass cutter in some Artillery Battery. There 
were indications of a violent struggle having taken place at the spot where the 
bodies were found, and the footprints of five persons were discerned — of three 
persons at one place and of two at another, — but close by too, under some grass 
growing out of the water, was found a black horse hair cord with a running noose 
or slip knot upon it, " of three firmly plaited strings of about 2} feet in length," — 
a perforated white shell or cowree also ran upon the noose by pressing which 
under the thumb throttling would readily ensue. Owing to the footmarks of 
three persons only, being observed to proceed away from the place, it would seem 
that three persons only were the perpetrators of this murder, two of whom 
engaged and overcame the elder man, the younger one being left to one assassin 

Scpxsektekdeot op Police : — " I am inclined to believe that the two present 
murders, as well as that at Asakhera (case 2, supra, J must have been committed 
by the same gang, as the victims appeared to be of the same class, and I am now 
convinced that these murders have been effected by Thugs who have followed 
their victims from the North Western Provinces. At the first glance it would 
seem that these murders are not committed by * Professional Thugs,' in conse- 
quence of the awkward or clumsy manner in which the cord was fastened around 
the neck, — but in my opinion, this was only done to delude or mislead the Police, 
under the idea that ' professional Thugs ' would not adopt such a clumsy man- 
ner, — but the finding of this horse hair string so entirely adapted for the deadly 
purpose, will, I trust, now confirm my former opinions that Thugs alone committed 
these murders." 

Deputy Commissionee : — " I concur in great part with what the District Su- 
perintendent has said in this matter, but I believe at the same time, that the 
Thugs are not of the class known as bona fide Thugs, and I believe morevcr, that 
they are not non-residents of the part of the District the offence was committed 
in. * * * Deeds of darkness of this type, are committed with great judge- 
ment and caution, and it is only by constant agitative and resolute enquiry that 
any clues can ever be had to the perpetrators. Some time may therefore elapse 
before any success can be arrived at. 

" The Native Doctor reported that the murders were committed by means of 
strangulation, and some old Thug Approvers who were sent from Lucknow, say 
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the cases are of ' Thuggee,' hut not the work of old and practised hands. The 
nose of each Tictim was cut off and a knife or other sharp pointed instrument run 
into the left eye of each, while the younger of the two appeared to have had the 
same instrument run into the left temple a little above the ear. Close by in a 
hush, were found the remains of a certificate shewing that in July 1864 one of 
the victims was in the service of a Mr. J. H. Maden of the East India Bail-way, 
as a grass cutter, and a couple of horse towels were also found among the other 
things picked up in the bush." 

The Genebal Stjpeej*teki>eet to Inspector Gekebal Police : — " The Thug 
Approvers of this Department regard the noose which you sent to me, as certainly 
a contrivance for the destruction of life, but it is not an instrument such as any of 
their communities were in the habit of using — except that Brinjara Thugs were 
wont to employ for strangling purposes, the lasso with which Brinjara* entrap 
cattle to the present day. 

Lnspectob Gettbbax Police : — " Of the murders, one is reported as by Thugs. 
I doubt if this case is properly entered, lhat the murdered man was strangled is 
true, but I do not think the work was that of professional Thugs. The case oc- 
curred in the Oonao District close to the Lucknow and Cawnpore road. I went 
to the spot myself to investigate. The victim was I believe first knocked down 
and the rope then placed round his neck and life so extinguished." (Memo.— It 
seems that the Inspector General Police here alluded to case 2 of the above 
series, and not to case 3. The latter is, however, the care that might perhaps appro- 
priately have been returned as a case of Thuggee, — but upon the farther informa- 
tion now obtained, the General Superintendent's impression is, that the three 
cases in Oonao and the one in Lucknow, were equally cases of Thvggee> and the 
deed probably of one and the same Gang, but who by mutilation and other ' 
procedure, desired to create the idea that other persons than Thugs had perpetrat- 
ed them. For more about these mysterious Oonao cases, vide Colonel Bervey's 
letter in the Foreign Department, No. 666, dated l?th July 1861, paras. 15, 16 
Land 17, Selections XXXIV.) 

C Ikspeotos General Police : — " In the cases of murder, one was by poison, 
X but not for the sake of robbery." No account of the case was given. 

(1) 4th April 1865. — " A case of robbery by administering poison occurred at 
the Ajoodhia Fair. The victims were a family composing one man, two women 
and three children. The poison used in rendering the victims senseless, was 
' Dhatoora' which was put in the water which the family used for their drink. 
This water .was supplied to them by a man who professed himself to be a Bnnnea, 
His whereabouts are unknown to the Police, but a man, resident of the Koorah 
Bhar Police Station jurisdiction, is supposed to be the perpetrator of this foul 
deed, and enquiries are accordingly being made in this case." 

(2) 18th April 1865. — " A case of poisoning for the sake of robbery, occurred 
at Tarooun, Bheekapoor Station. Two men (travellers,) arrived at the House of 
one Surjoo Das resident of the abovanentioned village, — he and a pupil of his, 
partook food with them, and soon after became insensible, — the two fakeers then 
robbed them of Rs. 1-12 worth of property and continued their journey towards 
Sooltanpoor. They appeared to be among the numbers that were leaving the 
District after the Ajoodhia Fair, and in all probability changed their costume 
immediately they left Bheekapoor. A mounted Constable was sent in pursuit of 
the criminals and other measures taken to secure their apprehension, but all efforts 
seemed fruitless. The victims mentioned some persons, residents of the District, 
on whom their suspicion fell, but the Police Officer who went most carefully into 
the case, did not trace any just cause to justify their apprehension, beyond that of 
there being some enmity between the accusers and the accused." 

(3) 19th May 1865. — " The Chowkeydar of Sarungapoor came to the Suddur 
and reported that a Fakeer had gone to a house in his village and had fed the 
inmates, and that shortly after eating something, the members of the house becamo 
ill, — 2 died, a woman and a boy about 15 years' old. — Gindyah, daughter of the 
deceased woman Tejnah Aheerun, said that a man in the garb of a Fakeer visited 
her village at 5 o'clock in the evening, and asked her and Ramanund Thakoor, to 
accommodate him for the night. They replied, they were living in a jungle and 
could not accommodate him. The Fakeer then begged to be allowed to remain 
only for the night, as he would go away in the morning. At about 8 o'clock in 
the night he cooked some ' Poories ' and ate them, and then took out his idol 
* Thakoorjee ' and commenced worshiping it, and gave to the inmates of the house 
some of the offering which he had offered on the idol. It was composed of a 
mixture of cardamums, cloves and sugar, and was not more than a 'coury' in 
quantity. The persons who partook of the offering, were Ramanund Thakoor, 
Gindyah, Rampershaud a boy aged 15 years, Bukhtawur, Ramchurnn and another 
boy aged 10 yean, residents of Sarungapoor, and Dhoondhay Eulwar of Ghuzuf- 
ferabad. These parties all became insensible as soon as they had eaten of the 
offering. Of the parties thus poisoned, the woman Tejnah and Rampershad died 
immediately. The scene of the crime is an isolated place. Ramanund said when 
he recovered his senses, that the Fakeer gave out his name as Rughonath Dass, by 
caste a Brahmin." 

Memo. — The above eases were net alluded to in the Police Administration 
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Report but are taken from a Special Report. Hie first case would appear to 
have been committed by 3 persons who were apprehended in a case in Baraitch. 
„The Fakeers who committed the second and third cases, were the criminals in 
another case in Baraitch, but where, as in case 3, one of them remained out of 
sight while the deed was being done. 

In a " Statement of cases of Thuggee " received from the Deputy Commissioner 
Fyzabad, another case was given, of occurrence at Bhuggia on the 10th April 
1865, implicated 6 persons, arrested two. It was not stated whether it was an- 
other case of poisoning or one of strangulation, and as no account of it was given, 
Jt is not reckoned in the present Statement. 



f These 2 cases escaped attention in the Police Administration Report and the 
following account of them is taken from a Special Report, viz : 

(1) 22nd May 1865.—" In the Syud Salar Fair, which takes place annually in 
the Baraitch District, a case of robbery with poison occurred. Dabcedeen and 
Sheonundun, Bunneahs, of Kunnoo in Sooltanpore, had come to the Fair with a 
stock of " Choories" (glass and lac armlets,) and two or three days previous to 
being poisoned, had made an acquaintance with one Shiodeen Bunneah of Bhut- 
goon, who brought them a seer of * Ata ' on the night in question, on eating 
which they became insensible. The effects of the dose thus administered in the 
food of the victims, was so strong that they could hardly articulate for two days, 
and it was only on the 24th, they had sufficiently recovered to give a clear account 
of what had occurred. * * * Mounted Constable lluzara Sing, apprehended 
two persons on the 24th May at Bram Ghat,— one of whom, Hunooman alias 
Sheodeen Bunneah of Mohulla Futtehgunj in Lucknow, answered to the descrip- 
tion given of him, and the other man was one Sheochurn also a Bunneah, a fellow 
traveller. Their persons were searched and property found. There was also a 
third travelling companion, Gopal Bunneah, who was likewise apprehended. 
These three persons were sent up for trial and convicted." (Memo. — They were 
sentenced each to 10 years' imprisonment. They were stated to have been the 
criminals in case 1 of Fyzabad supra.) 

(2) I9th June 1865. — "One Gopal tobacconist, resident ef Kcpalgunge in 
Nepaul, reported at the Police Station of Kanparah, that he had been robbed of 
Re. 250 tied in a handkerchief about his waist, while on the way from Nepaul- 
gunge to Nanparah for the purpose of buying cloth, — that at the Babagunge 
Bazar near Churda, he met a man, name and residence unknown, dressed as a 
Fakeer with whom he got into conversation and travelled until he reached the 
village of Bisairee lfc cobs north of Nanparah and there they rested in a Garden. 
Plaintiff made some sherbut with some sugar which he shared with the Fakeer. 
Whereupon the iftkeer gave him some Suttoo which he ate. Plaintiff then slept 
for a time, and on awaking was asked by the Fakeer how he felt, — he replied that 
everything appeared green all round him. They then started again towards Nan- 
parah. Towards evening Plaintiff fell senseless from his Tattoo. The Fakeer 
then began to rob him of his money. Plaintiff tried to expostulate, but could 
neither speak nor struggle. The Fakeer who committed the above crime, has 
been traced to * Jaispore Bazar where he stopped for one night on his way to 
Nanparah with one Buldeodass Fakeer. His name is not known, but he is a 
follower of Girwur Dass Fakeer of Mullapoor in the Nepaul Territories. It is 
further shewn that he was punished for theft in Nepaul ten years ago, and had 
been branded with a pice on the forehead and temple. On the 20th June or a 
day after the commission of the crime, he was seen by Buldeo Dass Fakeer, return- 
ing to Nepaul." (Memo. — The Fakeer in this case had, it would seem, an asso- 
ciate in tie background, and they both were the culprits in cases 2 and 3 of 

Jtyzabad, supra.) 

According to the Police Administration Report there were only two cases ; "Two 
of the murder cases by poison, were also for the sake of robbery. They have not 
been detected. Certain men of a gang of poisoners arrested by me in September, 
were strongly suspected as the guilty parties, but sufficient evidence could not be 
procured for conviction or to send the men for trial."" 

The following account of these two cases and of another, is taken from a Special 
Report, viz : 

(1) 6th May 1865. — " A case of robbery by administering intoxicating drugs 
occurred in the village of Pokhurnee, Mohungunge Station jurisdiction. The 
circumstances of the case are as follow, viz : One Bhowanee came to Bin dab's 
house, and by giving out that he was a Gurruria, and a relation of the Plaintiff, 
he was allowed to stay there for the night. He said that he was fasting that day 
and would not eat anything. Subsequently on a favorable opportunity being 
afforded to him, he secretly put something poisonous into the lood which. the 
Plaintiff's son was cooking for himself, and on partaking which he was soon 
rendered insensible. The Plaintiff himself shared a like fate by means of some- 
thing being administered in his Jfookka. The poisoner having thus cleared the 
obstacles which he considered would stand in his way to success, by rendering the 
owners insensible, robbed them of property to the value of Rs. 6-9-0. When the 
victims recovered their senses, they named Bhowanee as the man who had robbed 
them after drugging, and on this clue he was apprehended by the Police, sent up 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 13 ] 



Number and Names 

of 

Districts in which Cases were 

reported. 



cver> 



6 Districts, 



14 
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6 Districts, 



to the Magistrate and finally committed to the Sessions.* 1 (Memo : — He was sen- 
tenced to 10 years' imprisonment, whereupon he made certain revelations which 
the Inspector General Police considered threw light upon some of the Oonao 
Mysterious Cases noticed under that District. He named 12 persons as his 
accomplices, of whom 8 were arrested, and the Inspector General Police was 
sanguine of success in bringing some, if not all, to justice, but said that the in- 
vestigation would require time and patience. The result of their investigation 
was not communicated to this Office but it is believed that they are the persona 
alluded to in the extract from the report of the Inspector General Police given 
above under this District, where it was said that sufficient evidence could not be 
procured against them.) 

(2) 80th May 1865. — A woman named Buddea reported at the Mohungunge 
Station, the murder of her brother Chandoo, a boy aged ten years, on the road to 
Jaifl for the sake of robbery. She was going along the road to Jais with her little 
brother where she met a Bhoojtca (one who sells parched grain,) whom she knew 
and who used to go to her house at Jugdeespore, but whose name she was unac- 
quainted with. The " Bhoojwa " induced her brother to sit down at a well, and 
soon after procured something from the Jungle and caused them to drink which 
produced instant insensibility. Whilst they were in Una delirious state, the 
Bhoojwa took away from the person of Buddeea, a Necklace, a Nose-ring and 
some Cloth, valued in all Bs. 11-7-0, The boy, it was said, had strayed away 
somewhere in a state of insensibility, search was accordingly made for him, and 
his dead body was found near the well spoken of, — there were only bones, but the 
body was recognized by the Mother from the Dhotee and other clothes upon 
it. (Memo : — The culprit escaped detection.) 

(3) 23rd June 1866.^" Sewa Chowkeedar reported at the Moosanrkhana Sta- 
tion that a traveller had died from the hot winds. The Officer in charge of the 
Station who happened to be near the spot, took up the case, and found on enquiry 
that the man had been beyond all doubt poisoned, as a poor starving boy who was 
passing by, ate some of the Chuppatees which were lying near the corpse, and 
became insensible. A Hindoo who was seen with the traveller was suspected from 
his confused manner and nervous state of mind, to be the culprit, but subsequent 
enquiry showed that the man in question was mistaken for the real defendant." 
(Memo : — No one was eventually convicted in this* case. It was reported by the 
Superintendent of Police to have seemed a zeal case of Thuggee and the third 

te caae of poisoning within a short tune. 



14 



Nine of these cases were attended with murder, vis. : 3 in Lucknow City, 1 in 
Lucknow District, 1 in Durriabad, 1 in Seetapore, 1 in Fyzabad, and 2 in Sooltan- 
poor, but the Beturnt do not admit of it being stated how many persons were 
killed in the 9 eases. 

In addition to the total number of 14 poisoning cases here shewn, the following 
extra cases have been noticed in the present Statement, vis. r 

Three cases in Oonao vis. : 2 of strangling and one of " murder," but whether 
by poison or by strangulation was not shewn (vide Oonao,) and 1 case in Fyzabad 
regarding which too, similar information was wanted (vide Fyzabad.) These 
4 cases are exclusive of the 14 returned in the present Statement, and it will have 
been perceived that one ot them (in Oonao) has been returned in the Police 
Administration Beport as a ease of Thuggee. 

Police Adiokibibatioii Report : — Murder by Thugs 1 case (vis. : in Oonao.) 

Ikbfectob Gseebal Pouch : — Poisoning. — "There has been a large increase 
in the number of cases of drugging for the sake of robbery. In 1864 there were 
only four of these cases, in 1866 the number rose to 15. The Police have dealt 
successfully with the crime. Out of the 16, apprehensions were made in 10, in 5 
there were convictions, and 5 remained under trial at the close of the year. The 
cases occurred, 8 in Lucknow City, the City Police were most successful in making 
apprehensions and obtaining convictions in all ; 6 cases occurred in Fyzabad, 6 in 
Sooltanpore and 2 in Baraiteh. The rest of the Province has been free from the 
.Crime. Ten cases occurred in the adjoining Districts of Fyzabad and Sooltan- 
pore. From this I am led to believe that the poisoners have their head quarters 
in one or the other of those districts. The 3 men apprehended and convicted in 
the Baraiteh cases, were residents of Lucknow. I confess that I am unable to 
give any decided opinion as to the cause of the increase in the crime ; it does not 
appear to be the work of any one organized gang, as no connection can be traced 
between the parties arrested in the several cases. But from the manner in which 
the crimes have been committed, there can be no doubt but that the perpetrators 
are professionals ; this perhaps, gives a more alarming feature to the matter, as it 
would lead to the supposition that there are several gangs, — but I trust that the 
detection that has followed the crime, and the remedial measures that have been 
adopted, will put a stop to it in this Province. It is perhaps possible that per- 
sons, who formerly lived by large gang Dacoities, finding that that mode of plun- 
der was more dangerous, have turned to the more insidious one of Poison." 

The Police Administration Beport gives 8 cases ofmurder by poison^but it will 
be seen that 9 is the number which has been elicited in the present Statement, the 
case of the " murder by Thugs " having been one of strangulation,— and in refer- 
ence to the number above stated to have taken place in 1864, it will be seen that 
8. cases were elicited in the Statement of this Office for that year. 
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It will also be perceived from the summary above quoted from the Inspector 
General Police, that whereas 14 is the number of poisoning cases to be gleaned 
from the Police Administration Eeport for 1865, he has stated 15 to be the num- 
ber, and that not only does the number of cases in the Districts enumerated by 
him, differ from the number in them exhibited in the present Statement, but that 
a case in Durriabad and one in Seetapoor, have been omitted from his list of 
them. It is believed, however, that the 15 cases here referred to of " robbery by 
administering poisons," are additional to the 9 of " murder by poison,"— in which 
case the total number of cases of poisoning in Oudh in the year 186f;icould 
swell up to twenty-four, and an enquiry has been directed to the Inspector Gene* 
ral Police, whether those 15 cases include the murder cases, or are exclusive of them. 

Whether too, 15 cases complete the number of ejjay case of robbery by poison- 
ing in the Province, cannot; be here stated,— for the Tables of the Eeport do not 
shew the Sections of the Indian Penal Code under which the crimes enumerated 
were investigated. 

According to Statement II, in 2 of the 8 cases of murder by poison no arrests 
were made, 11 persons were arrested in 6 cases, 1 person arrested in a case of a 
previous year, 2 persons remained under trial in 1 case at the end of the year, 
making a total of 14 persons arrested in 8 cases, 8 persons acquitted in 2 cases, 
10 ^persons convicted in 5 cases, total 18 persons in 7 cases, and under trial at the 
close of the year 1 person in 1 case. 

And according to Appendix 12 of the Eeport, the following were the castes of 
9 of the convicted parties, viz. : 2 Brahmins, 4 Passees, 2 Kaeths and 1 Mahom- 
fnedan. 

In Statement I of the Eeport, only 8 cases appear under the heading of poison, 
and they were the murder cases, — all other poison cases viz. : the above 15 cases of 
robbery by poison and any more of such, would therefore have probably been in- 
cluded under cases of " Grievous hurt," or " Bobbery with hurt," of the former 
of which that Table exhibited 117 and of the latter 12 cases in 1865. 

The Police action not having been uniformly stated in each case, no recapitula- 
tion thereof can be given in the present Statement, but the information on that 
point which was to be obtained worn the Beturns received in this Office, has been 
^shewn in the column of Bemarks for each District. 

(End of Oudh far 1865.; 



(1) UmbaUah, 

(2) Delhi, . . 



(3) Goorgaon, 



(4) Kurnaulj. 



i 



13 



(5) Hissar, 



(6) Rohtuck,. . 



3 



4 



Convicted 4 persons. No details given. 

) Convicted 1 person. (According to Appendix III of the Police Administration 
J Eeport^ the number of cases was 5.; No farther details. 



(According to Appendix III there was only 1 case.) No 
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13 6 Districts, 



13 



17 



S Convicted 1 person. 
) further details. 

Convicted 8 persons. No details given. 

(The following case of Thuggee in this District, or something like Thuggee, would 
not seem to have been noticed in the Police Administration Report, viz. : A dead 
body was. on Hie 16th January 1865, found under a tree about 50 paces off the 
road leading to Kothull. It was not known who the deceased was or whether he 
was robbed, but the string of his pyjamas was found twisted round about his 
neck, and his feet tied together with a sa/a or cloth.) 

f Ikspbctob Gbkkul Police : — " There have been three cases of administering 
< poisonous drugs, and in one case the offender was convicted." No further details 
(. were given. (According to Appendix III, there was only one case.) 

' Convicted 1 person. No further details. The following is an account of one of 
the cases, vis. : 

CoionflsioNEB : — " Two persons supposed to be Thugs, administered stupefying 
drugs to a Cartman and went off with his Cart." 

According to a special report made to this Office, this case took place on the 11th 
February 1865. Two persons hired the driver of the cart to take them some little 
distance, for a sum of two rupees. On the way they pulled up to smoke — and 
further on they again halted for the morning meal. They offered a pooree and 
some sugar to the Cartman, which he accepted and ate, and all then drove on. 
When arrived at Majra, the man began to feel unwell and so lay down in the 
cart which they drove on. A little further on the strangers pulled up the cart and 
unyoking the Bullocks, gave them some provender — which was all the man re- 
membered. They did not tell him their names, but merely said they had come 
from Bhurtpore. They robbed his cart and bullocks. (Memo. — This case is a 
counterpart of those committed by Hurpersad's Gang, for an account of whose 
proceedings vide General Superintendent's Beport in the Foreign Department, 
No. 794, 15th September 1863— paras. XIX and XXIV.) 
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6 Districts, 
(7) Lahore, 



17 



(8) Umiitsur, 



s 



(9) Goordaspore, 



(10) Jullunder, . . 

(11) Hooshyarpoor, 

(12) Kangra,. . . . 



No conviction, no details. 

f Convicted 4 persons. The following is taken from a Thuggee Statement received 
from the Commissioner of the Division, viz. : — 

1st Case : — " At Gorindah, 28rd April 1865 : arrested Jotee : Two men were* 
poisoned by Datoora but recovered." 

2nd Case :— " At Wulla, 13th July 1865 : Arrested Hakoo and Gopal Sing : A 
man named Goordit Sing was found dying a few yards from the village of Wulla, 
The Chemical Examiner found Datoora in his stomach. Hakoo a Brahmin who 
sits near a well at Wulla, and Gopal Sing a petty shopkeeper, were arrested and 
acquitted by the Sessions Court." 

3rd Case : — " Umritsur Serai, 29th September 1865 : Arrested Bulwunt Sing : 
He poisoned a man named Daviditta with Datoora, but the latter recovered." 

Tne following account of the 1st case is taken from Appendix A of the Police 
Administration Report. — On the 23rd April, two men were found lying senseless 
at a Well close to the Gorindah Station on the Grand Trunk Boad 12 miles from 
Umritsur. The Civil Surgeon said they were poisoned by Datoora, and succeeded 
in bringing them round. They stated that they had come to Umritsur for work 
on the itailway. At a Serai near Umrittnr they were joined by a one eyed person 
who gave his name as Heera a Kahar, and who recommended them to go with 
him to Lahore, where Coolies got higher wages. They went with him accordingly. 
On the road they brought some flour, the ptranger purchasing some Dal, Sugar 
and Spices at the same shop. At midday they- stopped at the Well above indi- 
cated, to cook their food. Heera 6ent one of the m to draw some water and the 
other man to knead the flour at the Well, while he himself should prepare the dal. 
When the food was ready, he gave them some of the dal to eat, but he himself only 
partook of their flour cakes with some Goor or sagar. When presently the own- 
ers of the well also came there to re*»t, Heera proposed to his companions to move 
on, but they declined to do so till later in the day, — whereupon he himself went 
on. They remembered nothing further till they returned to consciousness and 
found themselves in the Umritsur Hospital. The man Heera was traced by his 
one eye, and when he was arrested it was found that his true name was Jotee and 
that he had shortly before drugged another person in the Goordaspore District. 
Three other cases were also elicited against him, but it was not said where they 
occurred or when. He was sentenced for 4 yeais in the present case and was put 
upon his trial for the others also. 

The following further account of this man and of the result of his further trial, 
is taken from the Police Administration Beport for 1866, viz. : — " Jotee Kahar, 
a one-eyed man, the poisoner in one case, was apprehended solely by the fortunate 
circumstance that his absence from his general plaee of residence was discovered 
by the Assistant District Superintendent of Umritsur while testing our bad cha- 
racter rolls and to whom it occurred that perhaps Jotee had committed the crime, 
as he was a very bad character and had twice been convicted before ; when Jotee 
did return he was at once arrested, placed among twelve one-eyed men, and recog- 
nized by his victims, who had recovered. For this offence he only received four 
years' imprisonment, but communications with other districts led to the discovery 
that he was the perpetrator of the similar offences in 1861 and 1862 in the Goor- 
daspore district for which he received 14 years, so that at last, he has been inca- 
pacitated from pursuing his atrocious practices for 18 years to come." 

Memo : — The case is returned as a " Murder by Thugs." 

Deputy Inspector General (Lieutenant Colonel MacAndrew :) " One case of 
undoubted Thug poisoning is recorded, and I regret to say the criminal has as yet 
escaped detection." 

28th January 1865. — A man calling himself Moti fell in with two Jolakas or 
weavers, who had set out in company with the village Chowkeedar in search of 
their wives who had been abducted from them. Moti offered to shew them where 
they were, and brought them to Hajpore, where he gave them some Datoera in 
their food. The Chowkeydar died, but the other two recovered. Moti escaped. 

Memo. — This case is not identical with the one in Goordaspore which was 
above alluded to under Umritsur as the deed of the one eyed Jotee. In that affair 
one person only was drugged, named Gusseeto, " shortly before" the offence at Go- 
rindah in Umritsur, was committed — i. e n shortly before 23rd April 1865 — and 
according to this, the offences in Goordaspore should number too, — but as the 
actual date was not given, the number is preserved at one. 

This case is omitted from Appendix III of the Police Administration Beport. 
has not been described. 
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Convicted two persons. No details given. 
Convicted 1 person. No details. 
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o 12 lsisincis,. . 

(13) Rawul Pindee, 

(14) Goojrat, 

(15) Goojranwallah, 

(16) Sealkote, . . 

(17) Mooltan, 

(18) Peshawur, . . 

(19) Dera Ismael Khan, 



13 



19 Districts,. 
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46 



f No details.— A daring case of kidnapping on the 15th June 1866, in which a 
\ Bnniah was carried off from the Grand Trunk to Mulka the well known abode of 
j outlaws, who only returned after paying a heavy ransom, is included in the Thuggee 
C Statement received in this Office, but it is not entered in the present Statement. 

Convicted % persons. No account of these cases was given. 
Convicted 1 person. No details. 

S These oase^included in Appendix I, are omitted from Appendix HI of the 
J Police Administration Report f No details are anywhere given. 

) These cases are also not included in the detail of cases entered in Appendix III 
v of the Police Administration Report. No account of them is given. 

Four persons were convicted. No account of these cases is given in the Police 
Administration Report. 

Inbpectob Generax Police : — " The Deputy Commissioner while deploring a 
considerable increase of offences under the heading ' causing hurt/ points out how 
L a gang of professional poisoners was successfully hunted up." 

i This case is omitted from Appendix HI of the Police Administration Report. 
1 No details are given. 



Convicted 25 persons. These cases are identical with the number and detail 
thereof given in Appendix I of the Police Administration Report, — but according 
to Appendix III they numbered no more than 88 ! 

Memo : — In Appendix A of the Police Administration Report, it is stated (as 
already shewn in the present Statement under Umritsur and Goordaspoor,) that 
the man Jotee taken up for a case in Umritsur of occurrence on the 23rd 
April 1865, had then recently committed another case in Goordatpore, and that 
" three other cases of similar character had since turned up against him there." 
If those cases occurred in 1865, then the total of cases in that year would come up 
to50! 

LnnjTXNAOT GoTEBiroR : — " On the other hand, in those more heinous classes of 

._._. __--__* . j pepgoj^ which are ordinarily the work of organised 

satisfactory decrease is for tine most part observable ; 
i being the cases of 'hurt by means of poisoning 
the Lieutenant Governor perceives with regret, in- 
fc to 46 cases in 1865 ; but His Honor also notes that 
been more successful in dealing with these cases, as 
b year to 12 the year before." (Memo. — It is thought 
is a mistake, the number of persons convicted in that 
*m, to 28, and the numUer of cases to 36. Tide 



' of Punjab far 1865.; 
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(1) Dumoh, 


1 


00 

1 


14 


















(2) Jubbulpore, 


3 


Cd. > 
over) 


14 


2 Districts, 


> 



kpoet : — " There was one case of administering stu- 
l perymg arugs. xne lseienaant was arrested, but he was not a professional poi- 
1 soner. The crime resulted from a family quarrel." — No further details were 
(. communicated. < 

Police Adictntstbation Befobt : — " There were two cases of robbery after 
administering poisonous drugs. These were no doubt committed by professional 
poisoners. In both cases the Police failed. • • • There was also a 
case of administering poisonous drugs to an European employed on the Railway, 
by his servants. In this case the offenders were apprehended and convicted." 

The following account of these cases is taken from a Special Report to this 
Office, viz. : 

(1) 24th July 1865. — " Three men proceeding from Hydrabad, were joined by 
three others who mixed some drug in tneir food. They were insensible for three 
dayB, and on recovery reported the circumstance at the Sehora Station House, but 
in the meantime the culprits had got clear away and were never traced." 

(2) 27th August 1865. — Mr. Upham, a Railway Inspector, engaged 4 servants 
at Jubbulpore, two of whom happened to be " Oorundat or sons of Thugs." Thev 
were with him for about 20 days, when Mr. Upham was found drugged with 
some Dhatoora which had been administered in his food. He had perceived the 
Cook (one of the " Oorundat") squeezing some juice from some green pods into his 
dinner whilst it wasjbooking, but did not then know it was Datoora. He had 
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(3) Nimar, 



(4) Bhuadara, 



Total 



14 



4 Districts, » . 



before this seen them plucking these pods from a bush, but he supposed they were 
some kind of vegetable. On coming to himself he pointed out the bush to Br. 
Spicer, the Bailway Doctor, who was able promptly to attend him, and the latter at 
once recognized it as the Datoora plant. The symptoms too which he had displayed, 
were such as could be produced by Datoora only, and the mot ire for the servants 
administering it to him was to rob him when unconsciousness should have super- 
vened. He however, had a kind of suspicion that all was not right and abstained 
from eating the food so prepared, taking only some rice and milk instead. Next 
morning he ate his chota hazri or early meal, intending to shew some of thepMs to 
Dr. Spicer in order to ascertain what they were. After eating some bacon and drink* 
ing hit tea, he mounted his Hone and rode towards Dr. Spicer's House, but lost 
all consciousness before he could reach it. (Memo. — In this case the Khansaman, 
Kurreem Buksh, was sentenced to 6 years' imprisonment, the syce and grasscutter 
to 3 years' each, and the other servant (Meerun) was acquitted. The first and 
last of these were the sons of Thug stranglers, deceased Approvers of the Thuggee 
and Dacoity Department.) 

(3) 16th December 1866. — Three men travelling from Raepore to Ghazeepore, 
were found lying insensible in a House at Qwari Ghat, one only slightly so, who 
soon recovered and then charged the Police with robbing them. However, on 
examination their property was found all correct, and this man, who was a JPeero- 
hut, was himself suspected, but nothing could be proved against him. The drug 
was administered in food made from flour and rice purchased at a Bunnya's shop 
(at the spot. 

Police Administration Report : — " In one murder and one robbery, in both 
which the Police failed, the crimes were committed by professional Poisoners." 
No special reports of these cases were received in this Office. 

Police Administration Report : — " In the case of attempt (at murder) — one> 
poisoning — but not by a professional — the Defendant was convicted." 



(Nc 

(- 



According to the Police Administration Report the cases numbered 5 only, 
namely, one attended with murder and 4 otherwise. But the Report does not 
distinctly shew whether there were 6 cases, or 4 only. 

Inspector General Police : — " Murder by Poison 1 case. — There were 4 cases 
of administering poisonous drugs for the sake of robbery — all, I believe, by 
professional poisoners. In one case the victim died, and in the other three 
they recovered. In all the Police were unsuccessful. It is remarkable that these 
cases occurred in the very districts in which such crimes would have been ex- 
pected ; viz., 2 in Nimar, which is the thoroughfare of the nomadic criminal 
tribes passing between Central India in the Deecan, and 2 in Jubbulpore." (Me- 
mo. — It would seem from this that the Inspector General Police has omitted from 
the series, the cases in Dumoh and Bhundara and one of the Jubbulpore cases.) 

" I may mention in this place that as no case of Thuggee was reported or sus- 
pected to have occurred during the year, and as the number of cases of Dacoity 
has sensibly diminished, I believe I may confidently assert that up to the present 
time, no ill effects have been experienced from the abolition of the Thuggee and 
Dacoity Department in the Province." (Memo. — This remark has also been 
quoted under the Central Provinces in the Dacoity Statement for 1865 quod vide.) 

Chief Commissioner: — "Passing briefly to details, Mr. Temple observes that, 
of murder, there was no case by Thugs, only one case by Dacoits, and only one by 
Poisoning. Considering the number of cases that used to occur, he regards the 
^attainment oi the above number as a happy result." 

(End of Central Provinces for 1865./ 
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The Papers of Criminal Statistics for Madras for 1865, exhibit a list of 106 
crimes of kinds, in none, however, of which the crime of poisoning is distinctly 
specified. 

They shew that there were 233 cases of murder, 192 of grievous hurt and 169 of 
hurt, which probably include some cases of administering poison, but no case 
thereof is specially shewn, whether in the Criminal Statistics, in the Administra- 
tion Report, or in the Annual Report of the Administration of the Madras 
Presidency. 

As, however, among the Sections of the Indian Penal Code under which the 
cases of " grievous hurt " and " hurt " are lumped together, appear those particular 
sections (324, 325, 326 and 328) which refer to cases of hurt by means of poisons, 
it is to be concluded that the cases indicated, certainly do include some instances 
of that particular crime, but there are no means of deducing the actual number 
thereof from the Returns received in this Office. 

Police Administration Report : — "There was no case of Thuggee." 

(End of Madras for 1865 J 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 18 ] 



s 


§ 


■a 


* 


s 


1 


M 


•Sr^ 


r| 


*« 


"^ 


•j a 


s 


.a s 


5 


H S 


fi 


«♦-! *> 


§ 


O £ 


e 


£S 


<u 




K 


|o 


o 


fc 



Number and Names 

of 

Districts in which Cases were 

reported. 



O 



I 



Kemabks. 



Total 



(1) Kaira, 
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(2) Khandesh, 



(3) Poonah, 

(Including Sub Collectorate 
of Sholapoor.) 



(4) Ahmednuggur, 



(5) Jagheer States of the 

Southern Mahratta 

' Country, 



Police Kepoet : — " Of the nine cases of murder committed for trial, the fourth 
is that of a girl of the village of Gujna, TalookaBoorsud, who died from the effects 
of Poison. In this case an accused was apprehended and committed to the Ses- 
sions and tried on two charges — viz. : 1st Murder and 2nd administering poison 
with intent to cause hurt, and was convicted on the 2nd charge and sentenced to 
JJ years' rigorous imprisonment." 

C This case is obtained from the Crime Beturn for Khandesh in which it appears 
< under Section 328 Indian Penal Code (causing hurt by means of pois&i &c.) but 
(. no detailed account of it was given. — Two persons were convicted of this offence. 

r This case occurred on the 5th August 1865 at Keim in the Kurmalla Talook. — 
A man assuming to be a Mahomed an traveller from Bombay, hired a pony at the 
village of Bholodee, and a man named Rowloo.to attend it. Bowloo was observed 
by some passengers in the Railway a day or two subsequently, to be dancing about 
naked in a frantic state in a field close by — and at a subsequent date his dead body 
was discovered in the jungles of Keim. His death was caused by poison mixed 
in his food and he was robbed to the extent of Bs. 31-6-0. No traces could be 

j*ained of the Traveller or of the Pony. 

This case took place at Pimpulgam on the 9th April 1865, and was returned in 
a Statement of Thuggee cases received as well from the local Magistrate as from 
the Commissioner of the Southern Division. It was described as an attempt 
to commit murder and that three persons were arrested for it, of whom two were 
sentenced to 10 years' rigorous imprisonment and the other was acquitted. The 
Statement did not specify whether this was a case of Thuggee by poison or by 
^strangulation. 

r In a Statement of cases of Thuggee received from the Political Agent, this case 
\ is entered as of occurrence " in Koorundwar Peit between the 4th and 14th March 
1 1865. The Prisoner, escaped and his name is unknown — no murder was commit- 
C ted/' It was not specified whether this was a poisoning case or one of strangling. 



27 



5 Districts, . 



These cases include two (viz., in Ahmednuggur and the Southern Mahratta 
Country,) of which it was not stated whether they were cases of poisoning or of 
strangulation, — and they comprise the only cases which can be gleaned from the 
Police Returns forwarded to this Office. It seems probable indeed, that some further 
cases of poisoning were included in the cases of crime investigated under Sec- 
tions 324, 325 and 326 of the Indian Penal Code, of which there were several in 
the Crime Tables for the Districts comprising the Northern Police Division of 
Bombay, but in the absence of further information their number (if any) could not 
be ascertained. No similiar Crime Tables or Police Reports were received in this 
Office for the Districts composing the Southern Police Division. 

(End of Bombay for 1865.; 
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o 

M 



No Police Administration Report or Criminal Statistics have been received in 
this Office for Mysore, from which cases of the nature appertaining to the present 
Statement might be gathered. 

A Blank Beturn for Mysore and Coorg was received of caBes of Thuggee pro- 
jperly so called. 

(End of Mysore for 1865.; 
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Not Specified. 






The Police Administration Report for the Hydrabad Assigned Districts, does 
not mention the occurrence of any cases of poisoning : it merely shews that no 
cases of murder by poison for plunder took place — but as it exhibits several cases 
of hurt and grievous hurt y by day and by night, on the highway and not on the 
highway, the Sections of the IiyLian Penal Code under which they were investigated, 
not being shewn, it is possible that some cases of hurt by poison may be included 
in them. 

The Inspector General Police sent a blank Beturn of " Cases of Thuggee" for 
the Province of Berar. 



(End of Hydrabad Assigned Districts for 1865 .J 



Genl. Superintendent's Office. 
Delhi, 9th May, 1868. 



} 



CHAS. HERVEY, Colonel, 
Genl. Supdt. of Operations for the Supresston 
of Thuggee and Dacoity. 
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Abstract Statement of reported Poisoning cases throughout British Territory m the year 1865, 
as gathered from the several Police Administration Reports and other sources, viz. : 



^Bengal, 



North Western Provinces, . . 



Oudh, 



Punjab, 



Central Provinces, . 



Madras, 



Bombay,. 



Mysore and Coorg, 



Hydrabad Assigned Districts, 



Total reported cases excluding 
Three Administrations, . 



22 



50 



14 



46 



H 



144 



r An Appendix to the present Statement gives a particular account of the special 
< investigations conducted in Bengal in regard to the crime of poisoning, as extract- 
(. ed from the Police Administration Beport. 
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Eleven cases of murder or attempts to murder, by strangling, have been noticed 

in the present Statement for as much as they are worth, viz., 1 in Bengal, 2 in 

the North Western Provinces, 4 in Oudh, 2 in the Punjab and 2 in Bombay. 

The two latter were doubtful eases, i. e., whether attributable to poison or to 

^strangulation. 



Genl. Superintendent's Office.^ 
Delhi, 9th May, 1868. J 



CHAS. HERVEY, Colonel, 
Genl. SupdL of Operations for the Supresston 
of Thuggee and Dacoity. 
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APPENDIX I 

Accompanying Thuggee Statement for 1865, being Extract paras. 99 to 196 of 
the Police Administration Report for Bengal for the year 1865. 

" As the records of these cases contain much interesting and useful information, I think 
it well to enter here into a rather detailed account of Mr. Reily's proceedings/ 1 

" Immediately on receipt of orders, Mr. Reily proceeded to Patna with the Special In- 
spector, Baboo Nobokisto Ghose, and six Constables. Prom his experience in dealing with 
crimes which are perpetrated by organized bodies, he was aware that it is only by means of 
confessions, or what is generally known as the ' approver system,' that he could hope to break 
up the gangs which evidently infested the Districts of Bhaugulpore, Monghyr and Patna/' 

" At Patna he learnt that two men named Lutchmun and Kooshroo had been committed 
to the Sessions by the late Dacoity Commissioner of the Behar Division, Mr. Vincent, for 
administering drugs to travellers, and had been sentenced to ten years' imprisonment by the 
Sessions Court in 1863. On examining the proceedings of the case, it was clear that these 
two men belonged to a gang of poisoners ; and that their accomplices had escaped at the time 
they were arrested by the Police. He applied to the Commissioner of Patna for permission 
to see the prisoners, Lutchmun and Kooshroo. This he was permitted to do. These two 
men had fortunately been retained in the Jail at Patna, because they could weave towels and 
were useful in the jail manufactory." 

"He saw Lutchmun and Kooshroo in the presence of the Jailor; Kooshroo at once 
refused to give any information ; but Lutchmun at first hesitated, and then made a full con- 
fession, giving up the names of his accomplices, and detailing several cases in which he had 
taken a part. Mr. Reily applied to the Magistrate to record the confession of the prisoner. 
This confession was taken on the 22nd April" 1865/' 

" Before acting on it he determined to test its truth. The men Lutchmun named as his 
accomplices were.* These men were found to be actually living in the 
places named by Lutchmun. Zalim was employed as a Chupprassee 
in the Bhaugulpore Collector's Office, and on being arrested made a full 
confession. Bolie Bux had absconded to Oudh after Lutchmun's ar- 
rest, and had there been arrested on a charge of being connected with a 
gang of poisoners in that Province. Jelum was arrested at Bhaugul- 
pore, and in his evidence before the Magistrate corroborated Lutchmun's statement to the effect 
that Zalim, Laljee, Soobratee and Bolie Bux wandered about the country ostensibly in com- 
pany with two nautch girls ; but that their real occupation was to drug travellers. Bundooah 
had been arrested in a case of poisoning, and had been sentenced to seven years' transporta- 
tion ty the Sessions Court in the Khyrabad Division in Oudh, where he had gone with Laljee 
and Bolie Bux. The former was implicated in the same case, but had made his escape out 
of the hands of the Police. Choolie Misr had been twice arrested on a charge of drugging a 
woman within the Monghyr Fort, and owed his escape to the way in which the proceedings 
were conducted in the Joint Magistrate's Court. This Choolie Misr had absconded from 
Monghyr and had enlisted as a Police Constable at Bhaugulpore, where he died only a week 
previous to Lutchmun's confession. The above facts were corroborative of the truth of 
Lutch oiun's statement." 

" Not satisfied with this, Mr. Reily tested some of the cases mentioned in the confession 
by visiting the places named. The first case in which Lutchmun was engaged was one which 
he described as having occurred at Kallee Ghat near Calcutta. He stated that after worship- 
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Zalim. 
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Bolie Bux. 
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Jelum. 
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Soobratee. 
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Choolie Misr. 
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Seboo. 
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Laljee. 
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ping Kallee, the gang put up in the Jiouse of a Pundah, where three other travellers had also 
remained for the night. The travellers made preparations to cook their dinner ; Lutchmun 
observed that Zalim, Laljee, Seboo and Soobratee whispered together. The travellers were 
cooking ' turkaree ' (vegetable curry) . Zalim who had the bag with the € booknee/ or poison, 
went up to them with Laljee. The latter asked for some fire, and when the attention of the 
travellers was taken up in giving fire to Laljee, Zalim dexterously managed to throw a quan- 
tity of the powder into the pot in which the curry was cooking. The travellers partook of 
that curry with their rice. About 11 o'clock at night they began to wander in their minds. 
Upon this Zalim and Laljee led them into the hut, where the latter dropped down insensible. 
The others then helped themselves to all the travellers had ; obtaining 150 Rupees in cash 
and other property/' 

" Mr. Reily went with Lutchmun to Kallee Ghaut,— the latter pointed out the house 
where the case had occurred. It was discovered that a Chowkeydar at Kallee Ghaut, recol- 
lected the circumstance. The drugged men, it appears, were found insensible in the morning 
and were reported as drunk. One of the men lived at Kidderpore, near the Bridge. On 
enquiring there, one Jaddee, an inhabitant of Furreedpore, was found, who stated that his 
brother, Ugnoo, had lived there about two and half years ago ; that he had gone home spitting 
blood and died two months after his return, Ugnoo had stated at home that he and two 
others had been robbed at Kallee Ghaut of every thing they possessed. His brother had been 
ill ever since the night in question. A neighbour, Gungaram Halwie, stated that Ugnoo had 
lived there, and that be had heard him say be was robbed at Kallee Ghaut. Munna, another 
neighbour, told the same story, adding that Ugnoo had shortly after left for his home. If 
Ugnoo had been living he would probably have rtecognized Lutchmun and Zalim ; but as he 
was dead it was useless to go further into the case. There is little doubt, however, that 
Ugnoo had died from the effects of the poison which had been administered to him at Kallee 
Ghaut ; the companions of Ugnoo on that night were not discovered/' 

" Lutchmun further stated that after the Kallee Ghaut .affairs they proceeded by rail to 
Raneegunge, and there alighted with a number of travellers who were going West, they 
joined these travellers and went with them till they came to a " chuttee" about five or 
six miles from Raneegunge. Thelfe the traveller* cooked their dinner > Zalim and Laljee 
placed the booknee or powder in three bits of paper, and managed to throw these papers into 
the three pots in which the travellers were cooking their food. The travellers became insen- 
sible ; when the gang helped themselves to the money that was tied round their waists, and 
went off on the Buddeenathjee road. Mr. Reily went with Lutchmun to the Hoodie's shop, the 
scene of the occurrence, and found that the story told by him was quite true. Travellers had 
been drugged there and robbed ; information had also been given to the Police, but it was 
impossible to trace the travellers owing to the imperfect record kept of the case/' 

" These two cases, and others which came out during the investigation, proved that on 
the whole Lutchmun's statements were to be depended upon/* 

" A case had occurred in the Patna District in which two Brahmins, named Rameshur 
and Nitanund, bad been drugged at Bykutpore under rather pecu- 
j pore as©. ^.^ c j rcumg t aiiceg , Qn the road to Patna they met two boys who 

offered them a silver bangle for sale, on the pretence that they had no money to proceed to 
Juggernauth. A little further on the road they met another traveller, who tested the bangle 
and valued it at Rupees 17. This traveller was anxious to purchase the bangle, but declared he 
had no ready cash, but as his house was close by he begged the two Brahmins to advance the 
money ; this, after some hesitation, they did, as the traveller was a well dressed man, and 
they were to retain the bangle in their possession. After a while the traveller went into 
Burhea and never reappeared. The two Brahmins after waiting some time proceeded towards 
Bykutpore, and when near the " chuttee 79 two other travellers joined them. These men went 
with them to the Moodie's shop and purchased for them some rice and doll, &c. The Brah- 
mins after eating the food became insensible, and when they recovered their senses they found 
the two travellers had fled with the bangle and every thing they possessed. The Police had 
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arrested Buglookar, of Burhea, as he had been identified by the two Brahmins as one of the 
men who had drugged them. The pase was made oyer to the Detective Superintendent at 
this stage. It is well known that these poisoners generally hunt in couples with such of their 
relatives as they can trust. Bugloo was therefore casually asked for the names of his rela- 
tives. He gave the names of six members of his family/' 

" Mr. Reily went to Burhea with the Special Inspector and one of the Brahmins named 
Rameshur. The District Superintendent of Monghyr accompanied him. Tota Singh, one of 
the Zemindars of Burhea, whose ' nuffer ' or slave Bugloo was, was requested to produce the 
relatives named by Bugloo. "With one exception, they were readily produced, and Rameshur 
declared that Bugloo's companion was not amongst them. The one exception was a man named 
Jebun, Bugloo's cousin and brother-in-law. Tota Sing declared he was not in the village* 
After a great many excuses, however, Jebun was produced ; he was at once identified by 
Rameshur as the companion of Bugloo. The Moodie and his son also recognized Bugloo and 
Jebun as the men who had put up in their shop that night, and who could not be found in the 
morning when the two Brahmins were found insensible. On this evidence the Magistrate 
committed Bugloo and Jebun for trial to the Court of Sessions. The Sessions Judge of 
Bhaugulpore after a lengthened trial acquitted both/' 

" The Judge noted in his judgement, first, that the description given to the Police by the 
men who had been drugged, of the men who were in their company when they became insen- 
sible, did not in all respects agree with the appearance of the poisoners ; second, that the 
i4entification of Jebun at Burhea was not entirely satisfactory/' 

* 
" With reference to the first point, it may be remarked that it is well known that persons 

suffering from the effects of Duttoorah do not regain full possesion of their memory in the 
generality of instances for some days ; and the description written down by the Police was 
recorded almost immediately after the men had partially regained consciousness ; and it is pos- 
sible that though conscious they had at that time no distinct and accurate recollection 
of the persons by whom they had been drugged. Further, as the description is in the usual 
stereotyped style of all Police Descriptive Rolls, it was probably supplied by the Officer who 
recorded it. To place, therefore, a description of such doubtful character in opposition to the 
deliberate evidence on oath of the Brahmins and that of the shop keeper and his son appeared 
somewhat strange, especially when these witnesses had no possible cause of enmity or spite 
against the prisoners/' 

" With reference to the second point it may be as well to quote the words of the Magis- 
trate in his report to the Commissioner of the Division on this case, ' Mr. Reily in his de- 
position on oath detailed all the circumstances under which the identification at Burhea took 
place, and which, with all deference, I consider to be entirely satisfactory/ 

" This is the first case. No conviction was obtained, but the Commissioner of the Divi- 
sion, in his letter No 36 of the 17th August 1865, states 'that after reading the papers care- 
fully he comes to the conclusion that the Superintendent displayed great detective ability, and 
is entitled to high praise for the patience and skill with which he prosecuted his enquiries/ 
It is only necessary further to remark that the Patna prisoners, Lutchmun and Kushroo, are 
also residents of Burhea, and also ' golams' of the same Zemindars. It is not to be denied that 
the Zemindars have never reported any of these cases, and from the manner in which Tota 
Sing endeavoured to protect Jebun, and the aid he afforded to Bugloo in this case, it is not 
stretching a point to believe that he is implicated with these poisoners, and that he protects* 
the gang at Burhea. The Monghyr Police have been directed to keep a watch over Tota Sing 
and his s golams' Bugloo, Jebun and others of the gang in that notorious village. 

" On his arrest by the Special Inspector, Zalim confessed two cases of poisoning ; one 
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at Sumbarsah in the Monghyr District, which Lutchmun had already mentioned ; arid another 

in which a fruit-seller had been drugged at Peer-Pointee. He 
l Mooseedhun. named in his confessions others, who had either joined the gang 

3. Khadoo Hqjam. a^ 6 * Lutchmun's arrest, or who had belonged to it unknown to 

4. Soodin <*ooree. Lutchmun. These men are named in the inargin." 

5. Soodm Bahdar. s 

6. Nottroo Querie. . . m 

V. Kashee DosacL " At this stage of proceedings Mr. Reily was startled on the 

morning of the 30th. April by heaving that three men had been 
poisoned at Bahir Chowkey within a few miles of the Monghyr Fort, and that two of them had* 
died from the effect of the poison." 

" On the 29th of April the Police sent in three travellers in a cart whom they tad found 
lying insensible at Bahir Chowkey. One of them had died on the road; the other two reached 
the hospital, one in a state of coma and the other delirious. The first died shortly after his 
arrival. The two- men who died were Sonars, or Goldsmiths, and had died evidently suffering 
much pain; the skin on their* backs, shoulders, and elbows had been rubbed off by rolling on- 
the ground in their agony. This must have occurred before they became insensible, and were 
found, by the Police. The third man, Ramchirretto, recovered and stated before the Magis- 
trate that he had come from Puxneah and was. on his way home to Arrah. That on the 
morning of the 28th of April he reached Madawah. There he met five Rajpoots, the two 
Sonars, and two Kormees ; they travelled together: In the afternoon the Rajpoots remained 
behind, as one of them fell ill. The two Sonars and the two Koormees came on with him to 
Bahir Chowkey; they put up there for the night and made preparation for dinner. It was 
too late to cook, they therefore made 'muknees' (that is hand-bread with spiced suttoo- 
inside.) The flour was purchased -at the Moodie's shop, but the suttoo was supplied by the 
Koormees: The two Sonars ate together: Ramchirretto being* a Brahmin ate by himself, and 
the Koormees by themselves. He observed that the Sonars had eaten the whole of the' 
muknees they had prepared. He himself had eaten only half of what he had prepared,, 
as he thought they had a disagreeable tpste. After a while he felt'giddy and found his memory 
failing:. One of the Koormees tried to lead him to- the spot where the Sonar* were lying, 
but he escaped from his clutches and recollects that he staggered on and fell down senseless. 
He stated that he believed^ he and; the Sonars had been poisoned by means of the suttoo 
given to them by the two Koormees. He described- the two Koormees 3 one as taller than* 
the other. Both dark, and the short man about 40 years of age. 

"•The first step was to intercept *the five Rajpoots, and, if possible, the two Koormees. 
The Detective Constable, Oodun Sing, with some Police from Monghyr, was sent with 
Ramchirretto by rail to Patna, with instructions to walk back on the Patna road. As antici- 
pated they met the five Rajpoots who were brought into Monghyr. One of them, Bissessur, 
had spoken to the Koormees and declared he could recognise them if he met them again. 

"The men that had been arrested on ZalimV confession now came into- use. On. 
reading to them the description given of the two Koormees by Ramchirretto, one of them, 
Nutthofy declared that the description suited Soodin Bahdar,. Beharee Bahdar, and Bhyrub 
and Hurree Sonars. The Magistrate of Monghyr noted, down this statement of NutthooV 

"The Special Inspector was deputed to Bhaugnlpore with Ramchirretto to arrest these 
men. He found' that Beharee had just returned to his house. The moment Ramchirretto 
saw him at a distance, he declared that he was one of the two Koormees. Beharee finding 
himself recognized and charged with the murder of the two Sonars, confessed ; and was at once 
taken before the Magistrate of Bhaugulpore, who recorded his confession on that very day, 
viz., the 18th of May 1865, In his confession he implicated his uncle, Soodin. On his being, 
brought to Mbnghyr he was recognized by Bissessur. His confession corroborated the story 
told by Ramchirretto. Beharee stated that Soodin had mixed the poison with 'suttoo.' " 

" The Special Inspector now turned his attention to arrest Soodin. It appears that he 
was arrested by Torab Sing, Head Constable of the Bhaugulpore Police, who, on receipt of a 
bribe of Rs. 40 let him go. The charge was proved, and the Constable was sentenced by the 
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Magistrate of Bhaugulpore to six months' imprisonment. It was then ascertained that Soodin 
had started for the Nepaul Frontier with his wife and children. Two detective Constables 
were sent after him. They had never seen Soodin before, and the difficulty was to identify 
him. On arriving at a place called Rottere, they learnt that a traveller named Soodin, with a 
woman and two children, had put up there for two days. They induced the man in whose 
house the traveller had put up to follow them. They overtook the travellers three days after 
leaving Rottere, and the man pointed out Soodin. He was at once arrested, and on being 
charged with murder and with absconding from Bhaugulpore, he acknowledged that he was 
Soodin ; but declared it was Beharee who had poisoned the travellers at Bahir Chowkey. On 
his being brought to Monghyr he was identified by both Ramchirretto and Bissessur. On 
being taken before the Magistrate of Monghyr he confessed that he and Beharee were the 
culprits ; but that Beharee had mixed poison with the suttoo ; he also confessed to two other 
cases of poisoning." 

u The District Superintendent of Monghyr was then requested to collect as many of the 
men as he could who had been drugged within the last twelve months. Amongst these was 
Kenoo Joolah, who was taken to the Magistrate's Hajut and out of about forty prisoners, picked 
Beharee and Soodin, as the two men who had drugged and robbed him in September last on 
the road between Bhaugulpore and Monghyr. His previous description of the prisoners to 
the Police also tallied with the appearance of Soodin and Beharee. The prisoners were fur- 
ther identified by two other victims, viz., Rajub and Monohur Sing in the same manner." 

" On the evidence being laid before the Magistrate of Monghyr he committed Soodin 
and Beharee for trial to the Court of Sessions on a charge of murder. The prisoners were 
tried before the Session Judge and were sentenced to capital punishment. The case was heard 
in the High Court on the 18th July 1865. The Judges recorded that, * a severe sentence 
was imperatively called for, in order to check, if possible, the spread of a crime so fatal to 
society and so difficult of detection. We therefore confirm the sentence of death passed on 
both the prisoners/ The Judges further added that, € in our opinion the Detective Super- 
' intendent," Mr. Reily, deserves great credit for the manner he has dealt with this case, and 
( for the complete chain of evidence which he has obtained under circumstances of so much 
* difficulty/ " 

" The prisoner Beharee, after his arrest, stated that RajbuQub and Gourec Dosad were 
the companions of Soodin in his poisoning expeditions. On enquiry it was found that these 
two men had previously been charged with drugging travellers. The District Superintendent 
of Bhaugulpore was asked to arrest these men. On the 15th June 1865 the Inspector of 
Bhaugulpore brought Bajbullub to Monghyr. He was identified at once dy Beharee, Nottoo, 
and Zalim, and on that very day he confessed before the Magistrate of Monghyr, giving the 
details of twelve cases of poisoning travellers in which he had been concerned." 

" Amongst them he mentioned that Gurboo, Dwarka, Bisnee, and himself met two tra- 
^ ^ _ vellers at Madobah Bazar in October 1864 : that Gurboo joined 

.The Barearepore Case. " 

them, arid after a bath purchased some suttoo which he offered 
to the travellers. The suttoo contained poison. The travellers after partaking of the suttoo 
went towards Barearepore, and when, within a mile of the Railway Station they fell and 
became insensible. Gurboo took from them a tin flask containing utter of kewrah and some 
money, which was divided amongst them. 

" As this case had only occurred seven or eight months ago, application was made to the 
District Superintendent of Monghyr to know if any travellers had been drugged at Bareare- 
pore in October last. He sent the special reports relating to two dead bodies which had 
been found near Barearepore on the 10th October 1864. The bodies had been examined by 
the Civil Surgeon, who stated that the deceased had died of poison. Two Bengalee receipts 
of the Collector of Tolls on the Bbagirutty River at Santipore had been found on the bodies. 
By means of these papers the Police had ascertained that the travellers had left one Domun 
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Manjie'9 boat, and were on their way to Ghazeepore with a tin flask of utter of kewrah. A 
reward had been offered, but no clue was then obtained/' 

" Rajbullub's confession was thus corroborated by the Police records. It was then 
determined to search Gurboo's house, and the Detective Inspector was deputed to do so. This 
Officer on the 17th of June searched Gurboo's house in Kumurgunge in the presence of his 
father, Sooklal, the Zemindar of the village, and other residents. A tin flask with some utter 
of kewrah still in it was found by one Poraish in a small room, in which dried cakes of cow- 
dung were stacked, concealed in the cakes. The Detective Inspector traced Gurboo to Bhau- 
gulpore, where he was arrested on the 18th of June. Dwarka was arrested at Monghyr on 
the 21st of June, and Bisnee was traced to Shurkundah in the Rajmehal District, by a 
Detective Constable, who arrested him on the 9th August and took him to Monghyr on the 
10th. He was taken before the Magistrate to whom he confessed that he had been concerned 
in several poisoning cases, and among others in this case, confirming Rajbullub's story in 
every particular. The Magistrate took him at once to the jail where he singled out Gurboo 
and Dwarka from a large number of prisoners." 

" The District Superintendent of Jounpore was applied to and requested to send in Do- 
mun Manjee, in whose boat it appeared the two travellers had come, and the District Super* 
intendent of Ghazeepore was requested to send in Madaree Bux, the Merchant who had hired 
the boat of Domun Manjee. From the evidence of these two men it appeared that Madaree 
Bux, who is a scent Merchant at Ghazeepore, had dispatched Domun Manjie's boat laden with 
rose-water in charge of Booka to his agent, Noor Allie, in Calcutta, where the boat arrived in 
August. Noor Allie dispatched it on the 10th September 1864 to Ghazeepore with a freight 
of empty bottles and kewrah water. Booka, it was intended should go by land with a tin 
flask of kewra utter ; but having been taken ill in Calcutta, he weut up the river in the boat 
and left it a few miles above Bhaugulpore, accompanied by his cousin, Kurreembux, intending 
to proceed by land, taking with them the tin flask of kewrah utter , and the two toll receipts. 
Domun Manjee in charge of the boat reached Ghazeepore with the freight, and there dis- 
covered that Bekoo and Kurreembux had not arrived. It was also ascertained that they had 
not since been heard of. The attendance of Noor Allie with his account books was procured. 
He shewed from his books that he had purchased on the 10th September 50 Rupees worth of 
kewrah utter, and had dispatched the same in a tin flask in charge of Bekoo. He identified 
the tin flask, which was also recognized by Domun Manjee." 

. " The Magistrate took Rajbullub and Bisnee separately to point out the place where they 
had left the two travellers after robbing them. The Magistrate has recorded that they each 
pointed out the same identical spot. It was proved from the evidence of the Police that the 
two dead bodies were found on the 10th of October in that spot." 

" The whole of this evidence was laid before the Magistrate who made Rajbullub and 
Bisnee witnesses for the Crown, under Section 209 of Act XXV. of 1831, and committed Gur- 
boo and Dwarka for trial to the Court of Sessions on a charge of murder/' 

" The prisoners were tried before the Sessions Judge, who, on the"20th of September 1865, 
sentenced Gurboo to capital punishment, and Dwarka to transportation for life. The finding 
of the tin flask on Gurboo was considered strong corroboration of the approver's evidence ; 
and sufficiently indicating that Gurboo, as alleged by the witnesses, was the chief agent in the 
destruction of these unfortunate travellers. The case was heard before the High Court on the 
25th of January 1865, when the sentence of death passed on Gurboo was confirmed, and fur- 
ther evidence was called for with regard to Dwarka." 

" From the confession of Rajbullub, it appeared that there is a gang of poisoners at Col- 
gong, near Bhaugulpore ; and that on one occasion Bhoodoo, Phooloo, Nuncoo, Mahir, Hurree 
Sing, and Talah Chowkeydar and Phoodoo had murdered three men on the Darjeeling road at 
Shawraguddy, and that part of the property belonging to these men was still in the possession 
of Hurree and Mahir. On searching the house of Mahir a Nepaul instrument called ' Phulsee 9 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ vii ] 

♦ 

was found. Chi this Mahir, Hurree, and Talah were arrested ; and they confessed before the 
Magistrate not only to the Shawraguddy murders, but also to one near Colgong." 

lc They stated that the gang in May last went out on a poisoning expedition under the 
, c , pretence of going out hunting. Whilst returning they met a tra- 

veller at Ramzanipore- This traveller rested under a tree, and 
having taken out some suttoo left it for a few minutes in order to fetch water from a well 
close by. Boodoo took some powder, wrapped in paper, from his pouch, and gave it to Phoo- 
loo, who mixed it with the suttoo. The traveller returned, partook of the suttoo, and walked 
on, the gang walking behind hdm. After proceeding about two miles, the traveller fell and 
became insensible ; when Bhoodoo robbed him of some property and 24 Rupees which was 
divided among the gang. The traveller died where he fell. The Chowkeydar of the village 
Jangoo was. in league with the gang, and being a relative *of Tola Chowkeydar disposed of the 
dead body by inducing some Mahomedan Dhobees who lived near the spot to bury the body, 
telling them that the traveller was of the Dhobee caste. The body was buried near the tree 
where the traveller fell ; it was not buried in the usual burial place of the village. The three 
confessing prisoners took the Detective Inspector to the spot where the body was buried. 
On excavating the place a skull and skeleton were discovered." 

" In this case there were three confessions supported by the evidence of the Dhobees. 
There was the evidence of several witnesses to prove that the prisoners had gone out together 
on a shooting expedition, and there was the finding of the skull and skeleton. The Magis- 
trate made Mahir Ciueen's evidence and committed Hurree and Tola Chowkeydar for trial to 
the Sessions, where, on the 13th of January 1866, they were sentenced to transportation for 
life. This sentence was confirmed by the High Court on the 14th April 1866. The Judge 
directed the Magistrate also to commit for trial Phoolooj Bhoodoo and Munkoo." 

« It further appeared from the confession of Rajbullub that about three years ago Sook- 
reen, Mahir, Phooloo, Tola Chowkeydar; Koonjul, and Juggomohun went on a poisoning 
expedition with Hurree Sing to Purneah. They were unsuccessful while going to that place, 
but when returning they met at Shawraguddy three travellers returning from Darjeeling, who 
were on their way to Dinapore. Rajbullub stated as follows : 

" i We joined these travellers, and, after going some distance with them, Hurree Sing 

1 proposed that we should get some refreshment. We then went 

The Shawraguddy case. e to the Bazaar and brought two annas worth of sweetmeats and 

€ some sukur or sugar. After bathing, we gave some of the sweet- 
' meats to the travellers, and, having prepared two lotahs of shurbut with the sukur, into one 
1 lotah we put poison, and handed it to the travellers, while in the one we kept, there was no 
'- poison. The travellers drank the shurbut/and we altogether startedon our journey. About 
c a mile from the Bazaar the travellers fell down senseless close to each other. Hurree Sing 
' said, ( separate, it will not do for so many of us to be seen together/ Sookreen, Juggomohun, 
' Koonjul and I went on ahead about three or four hundred yards, and sat under a tree. After 
' about an hour Phooloo, Mahir, Hurree Sing and Tolah Chokeydar came up to us saying 
' we have brought all they had/ and they shewed us about 30 or 40 Rupees. They also 
< brought a phulsa and a Nepaul bhoojalee and a thai and lotah.' They said < the men are 
c dead/ The money was divided between us. One of the travellers was a Dosad, one a 
' Ckummar, and the third a Goalah. We had learnt from them that they were returning 
c from Darjeeling, where they had followed some Sepoys, and were on their way to Dinapore. 
' Hurree Sing took the phulsa and the bhoojalee. The former he gave to Mahir/ " 

" On the arrest of Sookreen, he made a confession corroborating that of Rajbullub in 
every particular. On the arrest of Mahir, Hurree Sing, Tolah Chowkeydar, and Phooloo, 
they each made a similar confession before the Magistrates of Monghyr and Bhaugulpore. 
Juggomohun aud Koonjul have not been arrested. As far as could be learnt,- the former had 
been imprisoned in a case of poisoning, and the latter was reported to be dead. Hurree and 
Tolah Chowkeydar were sentenced to transportation in the Colgong case, in which Mahir was- 
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made Queen's evidence. Rajbullub was made Queen's evidence in the utter case at Bureare- 
pore, and Sookreen in another case of murder ; there remained only Phoodoo, who was com- 
mitted for trial to the Court of Sessions by the Magistrate of Bhaugulpore. The case was 
tried by the Sessions Judge of that District, and Phoodoo was sentenced to transportation for 
life on the 19th of March 1866." 

" Nothoo as already mentioned confessed to several cases of poisoning. Most of these 
cases were tested by the Special Inspector and were found to be correct ; but in several the 
sufferers, unfortunately, could not be traced, having either died or gone to their houses in 
distant parts of the country." 

" In one case which occurred a few months previous at Godie on the line of rail, Nothoo 

mentioned that he and Mooseedeen, (since dead) Sunkur Dosad, 

The Godie case. * and Banee Danook had drugged a Modee. He was taken to Godie 

and pointed out Kanie Moodee's shop. On enquiring it was ascer- 
tained that Kanie Moodee had been drugged, and his neighbours stated that they recollected 
the circumstance well. Kanie, on seeing Nothoo, Sunkur and Banee, identified them before the 
Magistrate of Monghyr ; picking them out of twenty or thirty people, among whom the pri- 
soners had been purposely placed." 

" It appears that the prisoners had failed one day in April 1865, while out on a poisoning 
expedition, to find any victims, and they determined to drug the Modee who was reported to 
be rich. Sunkur accordingly dressed himself as a ' Gosain/ or priest, and Mooseedeen, 
Nothoo, and Banee represented themselves as his chala, or disciples. They sat themselves 
down before the shop. Sunker began to act the priest, muttered munturs, performed poojah, 
and passed on the 'pershad/ or offering, to his pretended disciples, who kept the same in 
their hands as they knew it was drugged. They then offered a portion of their offering to 
Kanie Modee, who at first refused to eat it, but being told it was 'pershad,' he ate it. The result 
was, as usual, gradual insensibility precded by delirium. Kanie as stated by his neighbours, 
who were examined as witnesses in the case, rolled on the ground in agony, and after his 
recovery told them how he had been poisoned. On seeing him in this state, his neighbours 
went to his shop and, as his sickness had attracted notice, the pretended priest and his disci- 
ples decamped without having an opportunity of robbing the Modee. In this case Nothoo's 
confession was corroborated by Kanie, who clearly and satisfactorily identified the prisoners, 
and who, according to the defence of the prisoners, had never known them before, and conse- 
quently could have no ill will or spite against them. The Magistrate committed Sunkur 
Dosad and Banee Danook for trial before the Court of Sessions. They were tried before the 
Judge of Bhaugulpore and sentenced on the 6th of January 1866 to ten years' transportation. 
The prisoners appealed to the High Court, where the sentence was confirmed on the 4th of 
April 1866." 

u All the enquiries into these cases of poisoning confirm the fact that drugging was in- 
troduced into the Bhaugulpore and Patna Districts by Hurree Sonar and Bhyrub Sonar, who 
had learnt the art from some men who came from Oudh. Every effort, therefore, was made to 
arrest Bhyrub and Hurree. Bhyrub has not been found to this day, but after some difficulty 
Hurree Sonar was arrested. On his being arrested, he admitted that he was the ' Ostad' or 
Master of all the poisoners in the District. He, however, before the Magistrate of Monghyr, 
confessed to only three cases of poisoning. In two cases, no trace of the victims mentioned 
by him could be found ; but in the third case, which occurred at Suffeabad near Monghyr, 

the travellers who were drugged had been sent to the charity hos- 
The Suffeabad Case. pital, where they had been under medical treatment for several 

days, and where their names, Jetoo and Baljit were entered in the 
Register. In the Police investigation which had been held at the time the residence of 
the travellers was mentioned. After some difficulty they were traced and sent in by the 
District Superintendent of Gya. On their arrival at Monghyr, they in the presence of the 
Magistrate, both identified Hurree Sonar, and Hurree, himself, admitted that these were 
the men whom he had drugged. The Magistrate committed the prisoner for trial to the 
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Court of Sessions on his own confession, corroborated by the testimony of his victims. The 
entries in the Register of the charity hospital and the record of the Police investigation proving 
that these men had been drugged. The Moodee also in whose shop the drugging occurred 
identified the travellers, and proved that they had been drugged by a man who had decamped- 
The prisoner was tried by the Sessions Judge of Bhaugulpore, who on the 29th of January 
sentenced him to ten year's transportation. On the appeal of the prisoner, the case was heard 
before the High Court, where the sentence passed by the Sessions Judge was confirmed on 
the 28th March 1865." 

" Nothoo in his confession named Phoolchand and fourteen other persons as belonging to 
the gang ; and, from enquiries made by the Special Inspector in the village of Kotgar, it was 
proved that Nothoo's statement was correct, and that these men formed a gang of professional 
poisoners. A warrant was obtained for their apprehension. Phoolchand was captured by the 
Detective Constables on the 2nd July 1865 in his own house at Kutwalee (a village about 
eighteen lpiles from Bhaugulpore) to which he had recently removed. He was taken at once 
before the Magistrate of Monghyr, where on the 3rd of July he confessed to several cases of 
poisoning ; among others to the murder of a Jaeen Priest/' 

" Phoolchand stated that, Gopaul, who was a servant in the temple, had conspired with 

Juggernauth Sing, and with Chutterdharee Sing, who was the captain of the gang of poisoners, 

^ „ , - ^ . . ,_ and through whom the services of Mooseedeen (since dead,) Sun- 
The Murder of a Priest in the ° \ >i 

Phadooka Temple at Bhaugul- kur, Banee Tetaree, Rama Tetaree, and Bhuttoo Tetaree, (three 

pore * brothers,) Kallee Dhanuck, Phoojee Hajam, and Phoolchand were 

secured. They planned to rob the priest named Bodur Mull, whom Gopaul knew was wealthy. 
About three or four years ago, one evening in October during the Doorgah Poojah on the 
occasion of the € tamasha' of the ' Bharut Melae 9 he met by appointment the prisoners Gopaul 
Sing and Juggernauth Singh. The former told him tlffet Chutterdharee Sing, Mooseedeen 
and others of the gang had come as agreed upon to make an offering in the temple called 
Padooka. They brought two rupees worth of sweetmeats, which they divided into four por- 
tions and put each portion into a ' dongah' (a basket of leaves,) they then went into a mangoe 
tope where Gopaul mixed some booknee, or powder, with the sweetmeats which were in one 
s dongah/ Gopaul and Juggernauth went into the temple and Phoolchand went with them. 
Then Gopaul gave the ' dongah 7 with the powder in it to Chutterdharee to offer to the idol. 
The priest took the ' dongah 9 and did so. After having thus offered it, he took it up, as is 
the custom, and began to divide it with the prisoners Chutterdharee, Gopaul, and Jugger- 
nauth. They prevented this, saying c we have three other 'dongahs' we will eat of them, and 
you and the servants of the temple divide this between you.' The priest then ate part of the 
dongah and left a part. Gopaul and Chutterdharee divided the three dongahs amongst those 
present, and sent part through Juggernauth to the witness Edoo, the driver of their carriage, 
who, being a Mahomedan, had remained outside. This took place about 7 o'clock, and about 
9 o'clock the priest became insensible. Then Chutterdharee and Gopaul and the gang agreed 
to kill the priest. Gopaul Singh Squeezed his throat, Sunkur rode on his chest, Juggernauth 
held his hands and Mooseedeen squeezed his private parts with his feet. The priest trembled 
convulsively and died. On this, Chutterdharee, Gopaul and Juggernauth went into the inner 
room of the temple and took out four sacks, each about a cubit long, and gave one to Phool- 
chand to place in the carriage ; it was heavy and had the ring of metal when thrown on the 
cart. Three other sacks were also placed in the carriage by Gopaul, Chutterdharee and 
Juggernauth. It was then agreed that Mooseedeen, Sunker Bhuttoo and Banee should bring 
out the body. They took it out by the western door and proceeded north. The others yoked 
the oxen to the carriage. Gopaul, Chutterdharee and Juggernauth went in this carriage with 
the driver Edoo ; while Phoolchand, Rama, Kallee Dhanuck and Phoodoo followed. They 
went as far as the Shah Jehangir Tank, when Chutterdharee told them to stop and wait till 
the rest came up. On the arrival of the four, Chutterdhdree asked Mooseedeen what they 
had done with the body ? Mooseedeen said, they had thrown it in a well at Nussurkhanee. 
They then got into the carriage and all went to Chutterdharee's house, where they took out 
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the bags. Phoolchand received his share of the booty. Gopaul was a friend of the priest 
and used to write in the temple. Gopaul and Chntterdharee are 'sirdars.'" 

" After hearing this confession it was necessary first to secure Edoo, who was described 
in it as the driver of the carriage. If he confirmed Phoolchand's strange story it was deter- 
mined to go into the case. The Detective Inspector was deputed to search for Edoo. He was 
found after some trouble, and on being taken before the Magistrate of Monghyr made the 
following statement : — 

" ' Three or four years ago, about October 1861, 1 was a servant of Chutterdharee Sing, 
r One evening my master told me to get the carriage ready. My master, Gopaul and Jugger- 
' nauth Sing went in the carriage. On approaching the Shah Jehangir Tank we met Fhoodoo, 

• Kalee, Kama, Banee, Sunkur, and Mooseedeen. The men in the carriage told us to follow. 
' We went to Padooka temple, Chutterdharee said, ' unyoke the oxen, I am going to make an 
c offering to the Thakoor/ All the men went inside ; shortly after Gopaul and Juggernauth 
' came out and went towards the Nauthnugger Bazaar. They returned with dongaty in their 
' hands. Phoolchand came with them ; all three went into the temple. About 8 o'clock 
' Juggernauth came out and gave me some sweetmeats. About 10 o'clock Chutterdharee, 
c Gopaul and Juggernauth brought each a bag and placed the ox in the carriage. I was en- 
' gaged in yoking the oxen, when I saw Mooseedeen, Sunkur, Bhuttoo, and Banee go by with 
r a body and take it northwards. I saw it w.as the priest's body, the hands were hanging 
( down. Chutterdharee said, € drive quickly/ When we got near the Shah Jehangir tank, 
c Chutterdharee said s stop the carriage/ Soon after Sunker, Mooseedeen, Banee, and 
' Bhuttoo came up, Chutterdharee asked Mooseedeen where he had put the body, he said he 
€ had thrown it into the Musserkhanee well. The carriage was driven to Chutterdharee's 
r house, when all went in. I did not know at first the business on which they went, I never 
1 told any one, as Chutterdharee is my master and he told me not to tell any one. I am a 
' poor man. I remained by the carriage all the time. Some one did ask me whose carriage 
' it was, I answered that Chutterdharee and Gopaul Sing had come in it/ " 

" After this confirmation of Phoolchand's story, there was no doubt that a foul and 
deliberate murder had been committed ; and as the witness stated that the Padooka was a 
temple near Bhaugulpore, the Magistrate was addressed to know if any such case had occurred, 
and, if so, to send the record relating to it/' 

" The Magistrate sent a file of papers relating to a case in which two men had been 
committed to the Sessions on a charge of murdering the priest Bhoodur Mull. The record 
shewed that early in the morning of the 19th October 1861, two of the servants of the temple, 
Agoonee and Mahaboob, were found reeling about in the exterior court-yard of the temple 
seemingly intoxicated from drugs ; and the priest was • nowhere to be found. On the 21st of 
October his body was discoverd by chance in a dry well half filled with earth close by a 
mangoe tope about half a mile from the temple, and % near the house of Mahaboob and Agoonee. 
The body of the priest was naked and devoid of the ornaments he usually wore, with the 
exception of a silver ring on one of the toes/' 

" The old Police and the Magistrate imagined that Mahaboob and Agoonee had drugged 
themselves to screen their culpability. The Police, to make a good story of it, had deposited 
a piece of gold chain in the house of one Rughoo, which chain, it was stated, had belonged to 
the priest." 

" € Mahaboob, Agoonee and Rughoo were committed to the Sessions bn a charge of 
r murder. The Judge who tried the case exposed the iniquity of the charge regarding the dis- 
c covery of the chain ; observing at the conclusion of his judgment ; s Notwithstanding the 
1 protracted character of the investigation in this dark case nothing reliable has been 
' elicited. It rests entirely on the weakest and most forced conclusions, and has no other 
c than a Police origin and completion. The Darogah's proceedings regarding it are open to 
< the gravest suspicions and are utterly unreliable. With these unsatisfactory results gene- 

* rally, I think this Court ought not to have been troubled with this commitment. I acquit 
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f all the prisoners/ The murder of the priest and the cause of Agoonee's and Mahaboob's 
intoxication remained shrouded in mystery, until the facts discovered by the Detective 
Department threw a flood of light on this ( dark case/ " 

" After perusal of the record, there was no doubt but that Phoolchand's story was perfect- 
ly true. The difficulty was to obtain evidence at this distance of time, especially when Chut- 
terdharee had since acquired comparative opulence, and no small influence in Bhaugulpore, 
from practising as a Mookhtear. Phoodoo was arrested by the Special Inspector at Katgur j 
without being permitted to communicate with any one, he was taken before the Magistrate 
and there, he also, made a full confession, which confirmed that of Phoolchand in every 
material point." 

" Johahir Tewary, an. old servant of the temple, was summoned, and in his evidence cor- 
roborated Edoo's statement that he had seen the carriage near the temple the evening before 
Budoor Mull had so mysteriously disappeared. He stated that he had seen Chutterdharee 
and Gopaul that evening with Budoor Mull. He testified that Gopaul had been left in charge 
of the temple when Budoor Mull went to Patna ; that he was very intimate with the priest ; 
that after the murder he never went to the temple and never assisted in the investigation. 
The account books, the keys, and cash were not found. He had seen five or six men with 
Chutterdharee that evening in the temple sitting near the priest/' 

" The entire gang, with the exception of Juggernauth, was arrested. Juggernauth 
escaped into Nepal and has managed to evade the Police. His brother Lokenauth Sing, is a 
Constable in the Bhaugulpore Police. Mooseedeen, who, next to Chutterdharee, had most 
authority over the gang died in Jail. The rest of the prisoners, on the evidence collected, 
were committed for trial to the Court of Sessions by the Magistrate of Monghyr." 

" The case was tried by the Sessions Judge of Bhaugulpore at Monghyr with the help of 
Assessors. After the case had been concluded, the Assessors expressed a wish to view the 
place in which the murder was committed, and to examine the eye-witnesses separately on the 
spot. The Assessors remarked that since the murder was committed in the inner court, where 
it is not likely the witnesses had ever again entered, it was possible to test their evidence by 
seeing if they pointed out the same spot, or differed from each other in any respect/' 

" The witnesses were kept apart, and were taken separately to the temple without having 
an opportunity of communicating with each other. The Assessors examined them in the 
presence of the Prisoners and the prosecutor ; and it was remarkable how minutely in every 
respect their evidence agreed, as regarded the spot where the murder was committed, how the 
body was taken out of the temple, where the carriage stood, and the road by which the body 
was taken to the well ; it was interesting to watch the manner of the prisoners when taken so 
strangely to the spot where they had perpetrated so foul a murder, all collected together 
(with the exception of Juggernath) just as they had met on that memorable night in that 
quaint inner court yard ; the change in their countenances, and the muttered remarks they 
made to each other were sufficient to convince any one that the actual murderers of the priest 
were before him. The Assessors went direct after that examination to the Judge and to him 
delivered their verdict that ' the witnesses had told the truth and the prisoners were no 
doubt guilty/" 

" The Judge on the 31st of January recorded his opinion of the case, and sentenced 
Chutterdharee, Gopaul, and Sunkur to capital punishment, and the rest to transportation 
for life/' 

" The prisoners appealed to the High Court and were defended by Mr. Montriou and 
Baboo Ashootush Dhur. The Hon'ble Messrs Norman and Campbell on the 4th April con- 
firmed the sentence of capital punishment as regards Chutterdharee and Gopaul, and the 
sentence of transportation for life on Banee, but directed the release of Sunkur, Kanie, Rama, 
Bhuttoo, xtnd Kalee Dhanuck, because these men had only been named by two approver wit- 
nesses. The evidence of Edoo was regarded as that of an accomplice after the fact." 
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" Chutterharee and Gopaul were executed oh the 16th of April in sight of the turrets of 
the Padooka Temple where they had murdered the priest. Banee will be sent to the Anda- 
mans ; Sunkur has already been sentenced in the case of Kanie Moodee to transportation for 
ten years ; Rama has since been committed for trial to the Court of Sessions on a charge of 
dacoity, and Bhuttoo and Kallee Dhanuck, though professional poisoners, remain at large 
until sufficient evidence can be obtained to warrant their arrest a second time on similar 
charges ." 

" In the confession of Rajbullub the name of Sookrun appears as having been engaged in 

several cases of poisoning. A warrant was issued for his arrest, 

The Ohumpanullah Case. and on his being taken before the Magistrate of Monghyr he 

confessed to several cases of drugging travellers. Amongst others, 
he stated that about three years ago Seetaram informed the gang that a man had arrived at 
Colgong, who was too ill to travel on foot and had hired a cart, and was on his way towards 
Bhaugulpore. On hearing this Mahir Sha, Chakun Dosad, Piaree Dosad, Cholin Mussulman, 
and Jaffar Mussulman, Brijolall Dosad, Rajbullub Dosad, Seetaram and Sookreen, went to 
meet the cart. They met it near Padoo Shah's bridge about two miles from Colgong. They 
followed the cart to Bhaugulpore where the traveller put up for the night at Karamullee's 
Serai. The next morning he started on his journey in the cart and the gang followed him. 
At Champanullah Seetaram offered to get the sick traveller some milk. In that milk he 
mixed poison and gave it to the traveller. He also gave some of the milk to Piaree Dosad, 
who handed the same to the driver of the cart. They both partook of the milk. After going 
a short distance the traveller and the driver became insensible. Seetaram found on the tra- 
veller two hundred and fifty rupees and two Gold Mohurs. Both the travellers were left in 
the cart. Subsequently he learnt that they had both died and that the cart was taken to the 
Thannah." 

" On this confession application was made to the Magistrate of Bhaugulpore to know if 
any such case had occurred at Champanullah, and, if so, to send the record relating to it. The 
Magistrate replied that the information was correct, a case had actually occurred, but that the 
papers relating to it had been burnt. He however, sent copies of Police papers obtained from 
thannah record. From these papers it appeared that it was Seetaram who had obtained the 
release of the cart from the Police, and had made it over to Syphun Bebee; that no clue had 
been obtained in the case ; and the name of the driver of the cart was Mungul and that he was 
in the employ of Syphun Bebee, who first received news of the death of the driver and the 
traveller from Seetaram. It was also stated that the traveller had put up in the Serai of 
Boodee Buttearin, who had hired the cart for him from Syphun Bebee." 

" On this the entire gang, with the exception of Brijolall, was arrested. He, it appears, 
had been previously imprisoned in another case of poisoning. Mohie Sha also confessed before 
the Magistrate confirming the confession of Sookreen. The Special Inspector while investigating 
the case found several witnesses. Two witnesses state that they saw the cart at Champanullah ; 
that one man was lying below the cart, and another on it. One witness saw Seetaram removing 
a bundle from the cart. Four witnesses saw Rajbullub, Sookreen, and five or six other men 
standing near the cart at the time. One man had a red pugree, and he was described as s a 
fair man/ Another witness testifies that he saw Seetaram bringing some milk from the 
village and taking it towards the cart. On asking him where he was going, Seetaram said 
that a friend of his was lying sick in the cart, and he was taking him some milk. Two other 
men, who were engaged in making bricks, had seen Rajbullub and Sookreen and with them 
several men ; one man in particular who wore a red pugree." 

" The evidence was laid before the Joint Magistrate, who after recording it made Sook- 
reen and Mahir Sha Queen's evidence ; and committed Seetaram Sha, Chukun Dosad, Jaffer 
Mussulman and Cholin Mussulman for trial to the Court of Sessions on a charge of murder. 
The case is still pending before the Sessions Judge of Bhaugulpore." 
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" Rajbullub and Sookreen in their confession both related a case of murder which occur- 
red only six months ago on the Kurkurree Pahar just above the 

^ Jhe Kurkurree Pabar Mur- Railway Tmmel dmQ ^ the ^^ q{ j amalpore> Rajbullub 

states that about six months ago Sookreen and he himself were on 
their way home to Komargunge from Jamalpore. They met Rahamul Kalefah and Roocha, 
and with them a traveller at Mowagurree. After talking with Rahamul and Roocha, they 
agreqd to go back with them. On reaching the well below Kurkurree Pahar they sat down ; 
and, as it was a hot day, Roocha prepared some shurbut in two lotahs with some sukkur. In 
one of the lotahs he mixed poison and gave that lotah to the traveller, who drank the con- 
tents. The other lotah was divided between himself, Sookreen, Roocha, and Rahamul. They 
then went up the hill ; when they reached the top, the traveller sat down under a tamarind 
tree partially insensible. Soon after he dropped off asleep. Roocha then put his hand to the 
traveller's waist searching for his money ; it appears that the man was still conscious, and 
that he laid hold of Roocha's hand, on this Roocha drew his hand away, and taking the 
traveller up in his arms threw him down on the rock. Rahamul Kalefah then took up a large 
stone and dashed it on his chest; blood flowed from the traveller's nose, and he died. Roocha 
took 12 rupees 8 annas from his waist, and Rahamul took away a red spotted razie and a 
lotah. They gave Bajbullub and Sookreen 2 rupees each. The traveller was a Brahmin, 
about 25 years old. "Witness heard that the Police had enquired into the case. 

" The two confessing prisoners were taken separately on different dates ; and both point- 
ed out the same spot as that in which the murder was committed. The Special Inspector 
found a stick and some cloth lying near the place. On searching the house of Rahamul 
Kalefah a red spotted razie was found ; he could give no satisfactory account how he came 
by it. Roocha, on being arrested at Patna, confessed to the same murder, but unfortunately 
the Police had never heard of the case ; there was no e corpus delict? and no independent 
evidence to corroborate the confessions. For these reasons the murderers were not committed 
for trial to the Sessions. Roocha has made his escape out of the hands of the Police, and 
Rahamul Kalefah was proceeded against as a bad character. He is the father-in-law of Dwarka 
Dosad, who was tried for the murder of the two travellers in the Burreanpore case. 

" The gang at Bhaugulpore did not confine itself to simply drugging travellers, but, when 
an opportunity offered, also committed dacoity. Kashee Dosad, 
The Baakoollah Dacoity. who had been arrested on the confession of Zalim, made the fol- 

lowing statement before the Magistrate of Monghyr. — ' About 
' four years ago Bolakee Quiree came to me, and Bhyrub and Hurree Sonars, Sunkur Dosad, 
e Banee Tetaree, Banee Dhanook, and Ram Tetaree, and asked us to go with him to his master 
€ Munzelal at Buggeamaree, who had need of our services. We went with him to Buggea- 
' maree, when Munzelal informed Hurree and Bhyrub that some sirkaree money was expected 
' from Tohaljurree, which he wished us to plunder. He gave us tarree to drink. He also 
' sent eight men with us ; I could recognize some of these men if I were to see them again, 
' but I do not know their names. Sixteen of us started by a path through the jungles ; and 
' we met a cart at Baskoollah, on which there was a treasure box with money in it. The cart 
1 was under guard of two Chupprassies and the drive* — three men altogether. We made a 
c sudden dash at the cart out of the jungle. The Chupprassies and driver ran for their lives. 

< We broke open the box with great stones ; the money was in bags ; we helped ourselves to 

< a portion, and took the remainder to Munzelal. We let the buffaloes loose from the cart, 
1 and drove them into the jungle. I received 40 Rupees as my share and went home/ " 

" As Baskoollah is situated in the Sonthal Pergunnahs, the Commissioner of the Sonthal 
Pergunnahs was applied to for information if the story told by Kashee was true. He 
sent the record of a case which had occurred there in 1862. It appeared, the Railway Engi- 
neers were sending 5,000 Rupees from Tohaljurree to Sahibgunge in charge of Juggomohun 
Burkundauze. The money was plundered on the road by dacoits ; but no clue had been 
obtained. The Special Inspector was directed to arrest Bolakee Quiree, who, it appeared 
from Kashec's confession, had taken so prominent a part in the case. Bolakee was arrested 
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Buggeeamaree, and, on being taken before tbe Magistrate of Monghyr, made a confession cor- 
roborating that of Kashee." 

" In this case, it was necessary first to find Juggomohun, tbe Burkundauz who was in 
charge of tbe treasure at the time, and the driver of the cart. The latter has not been traced. 
The Railway Officials could render no assistance. Juggomohun had been dismissed after the 
robbery, but after some difficulty he was traced to Azimgurh. On his arrest, his evidence 
was recorded by the Magistrate of Monghyr. He described how the robbery had been com- 
mitted, and recognized amongst the prisoners Kashee, Bolakee, Banee Danook, Sunkur Dosad, 
Ram Tetaree, and Ram Churn ; the latter on being arrested also confessed before the Magis- 
trate to have committed this dacoity." 

"The Magistrate has made Eashee and Bolakee Queen's witnesses in the case, and has 
committed for trial to the Sessions, Ram Churn, Munzelal, Hurree Sonar, Banee Danook, 
and Ram Tetaree. The case is pending before the Sessions Judge of Bhaugulpore." 

" In these investigations it came out that, originally there was a family of Dosads at 
Bahadaropore near Colgong, who were connected with Seeta Ram, who in fact, was at that 
time their leader. They committed a dacoity about five years ago, in which Lakah, Seetaram, 
and others were arrested. Lakah escaped from the Bhaugulpore Jail. The old Police 
worried the Dosads to such an extent that they left Bahadarpore. Rajbullub, Sookrun, 
Bisnee, Gouree, and others removed to Eamargunge under the*protection of Rahamul Ealefah 
Lakah, Dahoo, Chooah, Roocha, Ramnauth, Ramprishad, Bhuttoo and Sarnie removed to the 
village of Parthoo, and its vicinity, in the Patna District. Though thus separated, they still 

worked together. At the]time the Dosads were arrested at Koomar- 
gunge, it was not known that they were connected with the Dosads 
about Parthoo. The Patna gang took the alarm at these proceed- 
ings and escaped. They have not been arrested to this day.' Roocha 
and Chooah were once arrested, but they contrived to effect their 
escape. The Patna gang, therefore, remains untouched, and until 
they are arrested,* the crime of poisoning travellers will not cease 
wholly in the adjoining Districts. The District Superintendents of Patna and Behar have 
been requested to watch for the return of these men. They are named in the'margin." 

" In these enquiries Mr. Reily has been ably and successfully assisted by Baboo Nobo- 
kisto Ghose. This Special Inspector has done his duty to the satisfaction of the Officers 
with whom he has come in contact ; indeed the success in these cases is owing, in a greater 
measure, to his intelligence, activity and thorough honesty/' 

" Whilst investigating the cases in Behar a case of drugging occurred in the Howrah 

District, and was sent to Mr. Reily for enquiry. It appears that 
The Bagnan Case. , . 

twelve persons had been poisoned at Bagnan on the road to Mid- 

napore. One Badul Khan and his party were on their way home from Calcutta. They met 
two men at Oolooberriah, these two men, after conversing with them, stated that they intend- 
ed to proceed to the same place, and made themselves quite friendly with the travellers, one 
of them carrying a cage of pigeons for'them. It was remarked that one of their men had a 
bad sore in his leg. On reaching Bagnan in the evening the travellers with the two men put 
up for the night in the shop of Khan Mahomed and made preparations for cooking their 
dinner. TThey prepared three ' choolahs? or cooking places. One of the strangers took charge 
of the centre choolah. After the food had been prepared, they all, with the exception of two 
children, who were too sleepy to eat, took their dinners ; the two stangers, it was recollected, 
would not partake of the curry they had assisted in cooking but brought some tamarinds from 
the shop and made their dinner of that, with a curry of eggs, which had been cooked by 
Boodul Khan himself. Shortly after, the travellers, one after another, dropped down in a 
state of insensibility. Khan Mahomed, the Modee, took the alarm, and went for the Chow- 
keydar to give information to the Police. On his return he found the two strangers had 
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* Lakah has since been arreeted. 
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decamped. The Police found the entire party, with the exception of the children, in a state of 
insensibility. Fortunately there was a Native Doctor at Bagnan who had been sent there by 
the Cyclone Committee. The Doctor found the travellers in a state of coma, and concluding 
from the symptoms that they had been poisoned, he administered emetics. The travellers 
did not recover consciousness for twenty-four hours, and did not regain their senses for some • 

days. When they recovered, they naturally concluded that they had been poisoned by the two 
men who had joined them at Ooloobarriah. The only clue they could afford to the Police 
was that one of the men had a bad sore on his leg. Every search was made for the two men, 
but without success." 

" The case was made over to the Detective Department, and the Special Inspector of 
24-Pcrgunnahs was directed to investigate it. He, however, searched along the Burdwan and 
Midnapore roads without any success. He then went to the usual haunts of bad characters 
in Calcutta. At last at Machoo Bazar in the opium shop of Jabadhar Khan, he met a man 
named Mahomed Hossain, who stated that he knew a man who answered the description. 
Mahomed Hossain took the Special Inspector to a woman's house at Kala Bagaun ; a man 
was lying asleep on a bed. This man had a bad sore on his leg" 

" On searching the house a powder was found in the bed on which this man (Jotoo) was 
sleeping. The finding of the powder appears to have completely disconcerted Jotoo ; when 
he was charged with the poisoning of the travellers at Bagnan, he at once confessed and 
offered to point out his companion, whose name he stated was Medan, and who, he declared, 
had prepared the poison. The Special Inspector without loss of time took Jotoo to Muttear- 
pookur, where he said Medan lived. On Medan being arrested, he also confessed, at the 
same time charging Jotoo with having induced him to go with him on the poisoning 
expedition." 

" Jotoo, on being taken before the Magistrate of Howrah, not only confessed to the case 
at Bagnan, but to three other cases ; viz., one in the Burdwan District, and another at 
Midnapore, and a third near Dum-Dum. He stated that Peeroo and Hurlal belonged to his 
gang. On enquiry it was found that the case he mentioned had actually occurred at Burd- 
wan ; the Magistrate of that District sent the records of the case, from which it appeared 
that Jotoo had been committed to the Sessions for poisoning a traveller and had been released 
by the Judge for want of sufficient evidence. It was found that the records of the case at 
Midnapore, where two Sepoys had been drugged, were also forthcoming, and the descriptive 
roll given by the victims suited exactly Jotoo, Hurlal and Peeroo. It was ascertained that 
the case at Dum-Dum had also occurred." 

" Medan also made a fall confession before the Magistrate of Howrah. The travellers 
from Midnapore who had been drugged, on seeing Jotoo and Medan, identified them as the 
two travellers they had met at Ooloobarriah, and whom they had last seen at Bagnan. Jotoo 
in his confession described how he had poisoned the curry while it was being cooked, and how 
he had drugged the rice which was boiling in a separate pot. This he had every opportunity 
of doing as he was sitting by the centre choolah. This circumstance also explained how those 
of the party who had not partaken of the curry were also drugged. This evidence was laid 
before the Deputy Magistrate of Howrah, who committed the prisoners for trial to the Court 
of Sessions. They were tried before the Sessions Judge with the help of a Jury, and were con- 
victed and sentenced to ten years' imprisonment. On appeal the sentence was oon^rmed by 
the High Court. A reward of 50 Rupees was sanctioned to the informer." 

" On the arrest of Hurlal and Peeroo they likewise confessed, implicating Nilkaunth and 
Hurree Dutt. The cases they. refer to having occurred within Calcutta; the prisoners were 
made over to the Calcutta Police. Peeroo died in Jail ; and the sufferers in the case in which 
Hurlal was implicated having also died he could not be prosecuted. Nilkaunth was com- 
mitted to the Sessions by the Magistrate of Calcutta, and was sentenced to fourteen years' 
rigorous imprisonment/' 

" While engaged on these cases, Mr. Beily was informed by the Hon'ble Mr. Eden that 
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when lie was Magistrate of Baraset he had tried a gang of ' Ooriahs/ who were professional 
poisoners in Calcutta ; that some of the prisoners had confessed and had mentioned the 
names of several members of the gang, and that it was not at all improbable that some of the 
party were still at work in Calcutta. The record was procured from the Magistrate of 
Baraset, and it was found that six persons had been convicted and punished. On searching 
for the men who had been implicated at that time, it appeared that one named Narain Doss 
had been sentenced to ten years' imprisonment in 1863. Th6 Special Inspector, Bakaoollah, 
was directed to see the prisoner, who offered to furnish information." 

" With the sanction of the Superintendent of the Alipore Jail Mr. Reily saw Narain 
Doss on the 11th July 1865, who mentioned several cases as having occurred at Kidderpore, 
Bagmaree, and Balligunge. These places being close by, Narain Doss was taken to Kidder- 
pore, and on his pointing out the house where the case mentioned by him had occurred, it 
was ascertained that he had told the truth ; the owner of the house had recognized the prisoner 
and described how she had been drugged by him and others. The Special Inspector also 
enquired into the case which occurred at Bagmareo where Soondersen Mallee in the same 
manner corroborated the story told by Narain Dass. Application was then made to the 
Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs to record the confession of Narain Doss ; which was done 
on the 13th July 1865. Narain Doss in his confession mentioned thirteen cases as having 
occurred in the Districts of the 24-Pergunnahs, Howrah and Jessore. The Magistrate applied 
to Government to have Narain Doss nuAe over to the custody of the Police. This was sanc- 
tioned under the orders of Government No. 1111, dated 5th September 1865 ." 

" The Special Inspector investigiated first the case of Soondersun Mallee at Bagmaree. 

„ , ,„ „ , „ Narain made the following statement before the Magistrate viz : — 

Sundenun Mallee 8 Case. ° 

" ' One Toolsee Daib, who lives at Bara Bazaar, informed Ram Moitee that there was a 
r Mallee named Soondersun who lived not far from the Eastern Bengal Railway Station and 
' who had money. Toolsee Ram Moitee and I went to the Mallee who had charge of a garden 
' house, and said to him that a Baboo intended to pass a day in the garden with his mistress, 
f and offered him a present if he could accommodate the Baboo. To this proposition Soonder- 
' sun agreed. After a while Ram Moitee joined me and asked the Mallee to sweep the room 
' and prepare it for the Baboo's reception. We then- remained there during the day; on feel- 
' ing thirsty, the Mallee gave us each a cocoanut which was taken down from the tree by a 
' Mussulman. While in the garden, finding my clothes dirty, I had them washed by a dhobee 
' who was washing clothes that day in a tank attached to the garden. About 3 o'clock Toolsee 
' Daib dressed as a Baboo and came to the garden. We received the Baboo with great respect, 
1 and gave the Mallee three annas to fetch three seers of milk. The Mallee borrowed a lotah 
' from some one and went to fetch the milk. Ram Moitee went to the bazaar and purchased 
1 some 'choorah' and 'goor.' We asked the Mallee to cook the choorah in the milk he had 
' brought. The goor we divided into two shares ; with one of the shares Ram Moitee mixed 
c poison. After the Mallee had cooked the food, three plantain leaves were spread ; the 
' Baboo of course not eating with us. We mixed the goor which was in a thalee with our mess ; 
' while the poisoned goor, which was in a cup, we handed to the Mallee, who eat it with his 
* share of the milk and choorah. After a while the Mallee complained that his head was 
' going round and that he 'felt thirsty. He wished to drink water, but he took care not to 
< give him any. He soon became insensible, when we helped ourselves to his cash and clothes 
' and to all he had in the house. The loot was taken to Toolsee Daib's. After two days I 
€ found one Bhoyjun who agreed to purchase the property. Toolsee and Ram Moitee went 
' with me to dispose of it. Toolsee remained sitting near a tank with the property, and I 
1 went to see if Bhoyjun was alone. On finding he was alone, I beckoned to them to come. 
' Ram Moitee and Toolsee brought the property which we sold for 6 Rupees ; the money was 
4 paid into Toolsee's hands/ "* 

" On arresting Bhoyjun, the Special Inspector found a portion of the property still on 
him ; and Bhoyjun declared that Narain Doss, with two others, had pledged this as well as 
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other property to him for 6 Rupees, promising to redeem them in eight days ; but they had 
not since made their appearance; that he sold a thalee to Baindaib Boreeah, and some of the 
clothes to another Ooriah Mallee who resides at Ooltadanga. The thalee and the clothes were 
found on Earn Daib and the Ooriah Mallee " 

" Finding that the confession was so far confirmed, Ram Moitee and Toolsee were arrest- 
ed. Soondersun Mallee on being summoned recognized Narain and the two prisoners, 
and described how he had been drugged and robbed. His story corroborated the confession 
of Narain Doss. The man who had taken the cocoanuts from the tree was found, as well as 
the whasherman who had washed Narain's clothes that day, and also the man from whom 
Soondersun had borrowed the lotah in which he had brought the milk." 

" On laying this evidence before the Joint Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs, he committed 
the prisoners Ram Moitee and Toolsee for trial to^the Court of Sessions. They were tried 
before a Jury on the 10th of November 1865. The Jury were unanimous in finding the 
prisoners guilty of the charge of administering a stupefying drug to Soondersun Mallee with 
intent to rob him. The prisoners were sentenced to seven years' transportation. On appeal 
the sentence was confirmed by the High Court." 

" The next case investigated was one in which Mohonee, a prostitute, was drugged at 

._ _ _ Kidderpore. It appears that one Madhub Pode, who is the leader 

Afononeo s Coso. 

of the gang, took Narain and Luckeah Ooriah and pointed out to 

them the house of Mohonee. They then went in and had a smoke, and after remaining there 
for two or three hours gave her a rupee, and came away telling her they would call again. 
They went a second time about two days after the first visit. It was planned that she should 
be asked to go with them to Kalleeghat, as in this case she would put on all her jewels. She 
agreed to accompany them, having, as expected, dressed herself in her best ornaments. About 
4 o'clock in the evening they hired a carriage and drove with her to Kalleeghat. On the 
bridge, they saw Madhub Pode standing there with some milk in a lotah. After worshipping 
Kallee they walked back, and on the way stopped by the side of a tank and proposed to pur- 
chase some sweetmeats. Narain brought the sweetmeats, which the woman eat with them. 
Mohonee asked for some water to drink, they said to her € the water here is not good/ and 
offered to get her some milk. Narain went and brought some milk from Madhub, who had 
put poison in it. The latter kept out or the way, as he was known to Mohonee. She drank 
the whole of the milk. They then walked on towards Kidderpore. As it became dark they 
arrived opposite the High Court, when Mohonee complained of feeling giddy and thirsty. 
They supported her, holding her by the arms, and took her across the plains toPrinsep's ghat, 
and there laid her down under a tree ; she was soon quite insensible. Madhub then came 
up and robbed her of all her ornaments, taking away her clothes ; they left her half naked 
under the tree, merely tying a small piece of cloth round her waist." 

u Mohonee was found by the Special Inspector, and confirmed every part of this strange 
story, stating that she had lain under the tree the whole of the night and till the next even- 
ing, when she recovered her senses and found that she was robbed of every thing, even to her 
clothes. She recognized Narain Doss as one of the men who had drugged her. Luckeah 
was then arrested, and on him a phial containing poison and datoorah seeds was found. The 
Chemical Examiner declared these to be poisons. A woman named Meddra who lived in the 
same house with Mohonee, also recognized Narain and Luckeah. Her neighbours Khamah, 
Khamak, and another Mohonoo also identified the prisoners ; stating that they had seen 
them at Mohonec's house, that she had accompanied them in a carriage, and that she had 
returned the next evening almost naked and without her ornaments." 

" This case was also committed, Luckeah was found guilty and sentenced to seven years* 
transportation. The sentence was confirmed by the High Court." 

ft Narain's confession also relates to a case which occurred' at Goureepore, near Dum- 
Dum, where three prostitutes named Hurro, Dabee and Degum had been robbed of valuable 
ornaments. The Special Inspector went to Goureepore and found two of the prostitutes, — 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ xviii J 

the third, Degum, having since died. They confirmed Narain's confession. They; stated that 
for about a month, two Ooriahs, Godie and Bedah, were in the habit of visiting them. On 
the day previous to the Ruth festival they came with Madhub and proposed to pass the night 
with them and to attend the Ruth festival the next day. In the evening the three Ooriahs 
cooked their dinner in the cow-shed, where the women also cooked their food. The Ooriahs pre- 
pared a curry and gave some of it to the women. The curry which the women themselves had 
cooked w;as left for some time in the cow-shed. They cannot say which of the two curries 
was drugged, as they partook of both. About an hour after eating their dinner they recollect 
feeling giddy and thirsty ; and remember nothing more, as they fell down insensible. The 
third day on recovering consciousness they found that 120 Rupees, which they had buried 
below the floor of their house, and ornaments valued at 30 or 40 Rupees, had been stolen ; 
they never saw the Ooriahs after that night. It appears Narain had never entered their 
house, but had rf mained in the bazaar waiting for his associates." 

" Narain's story being thus confirmed, the Special Inspector arrested Godie, Bedah and 
Madhub. The two prostitutes clearly and satisfactorily identified them as the three men by 
whom they had been drugged on that night. On Madhub, a silver chain was found which 
was claimed by the women as their property, and which was recognized by several neighbours 
who had often seen her wear it." 

" They were tried, convicted, and sentenced.to seven years' transportation." 

" When Madhub's house was searched he had seven hundred Rupees in his box. 
This money was well laid out by his mistress, who engaged a Barrister of the Court 'to draw 
up a petition to the Lieutenant-Governor, urging that MadhuVs sentence was illegal. The 
petition, however, was rejected. This man Madhub was the leader of the gang of Ooriahs 
who have taken to drugging as a profession, and was implicated in almost every case that has 
been investigated in the 24-Pergunnahs." 

" Narain in his confession states that about two years ago he and Godie Raoot made friends 
with an Ooriah Mallee, who had charge of a garden at Goodoodangah near Dum-Dum. One 
Evening in the month of Bhador, they went to the garden and said to the Mallee, 'we axe 
hungry/ It was arranged that the Mallee should get them some choorah and milk. He did 
so, and they cooked the choorah in the milk, and divided the mess into three shares. The 
Mallee was sent to fetch water from the tank, and they took that opportunity to mix poison 
with some goor he had brought. The Mallee ate his share of the mess with the goor. He 
soon became giddy and then insensible. They robbed him of all he had. They gave a part of 
the spoils to Madhub because he had supplied them with the poison." 

" The Special Inspector on going to Goodoodangah found the Mallee who confirmed 
Narain's confession on every point. It appears that on the morning after the occurrence two 
men named Hothoo Mundul and Goburdhun had discovered the Mallee in a state of delirium , 
tearing the ground with his nails and rolling about. They locked him in a room and'informed 
his master of the state he was in, who ordered M^hub Mistree to take care of him. The Mallee 
remained in this state for two days, after applying remedies, he recovered his consciousness 
and told them in what manner he had been drugged. On returning to his house he found 
he had been robbed." 

" The evidence of the Mallee was clear and straightforward, and was sufficient corrobora- 
tion of the confession. Godie was committed for trial to the Court of Sessions, but though 
the Judge charged for conviction, the Jury acquitted him. He was, however, sentenced to 
seven years' transportation in the case of Hurro Raur." 

" The next case investigated on Narain's confession was one in which a prostitute named 
Omolah and her son were the victims at Taleegunge. Narain states that Madhub pointed out 
her house to him, and that they and Gobind agreed to drug her. It appears that Omolah lived 
with her son, who at that time was serving his apprenticeship in a carpenter/s shop. Narain 
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and Gobiud at first paid her a visit and remained an hour or two, and, having given her a 
Rupee, they left, promising to call on her in a day or two. Two days after they went to her 
house Late in the evening and proposed to have some thing to eat. \, The woman, as usual, was 
sent to buy milk and choorah, which, when brought, she was asked to cook. Some sugar 
which Narain had with him was drugged. The woman and her son both partook of the sugar. 
On this Gobind went out of the house, leaving Narain with the woman, and joined Madhub 
who was concealed under some plantain trees which are near the house. About 10 o'clock 
the woman became insensible, when Gobind and Madhub entered the house and began to take 
the ornaments from her person. Her son, who was still conscious of what was going on laid 
hold of Gobind's hand. On this Grobind took up some wood which was burning and applied it 
to the boy's arm and hand. The boy let go his hold and dropped off insensible. The three 
robbed the house, and the property was taken to Madhub's residence/' 

" The Sepecial Inspector went to TaJeegunge aud found Omolah and her son. She con- 
firmed Narain's statement and said that her son Esan had not wholly recovered his senses 
since that night. He is now an idiot. She identified Narain and Gobind who had been ar- 
rested in another case. A silver chain which had been found on Madub was claimed by Omolah, 
this was proved by the evidence of her neighbours to be her property. The identification of the 
chain was clear and satisfactory ; for in addition to the evidence of the neighbours, a silversmith, 
who had repaired the chain while it was in Omolah's possession, identified it by a portion of 
his work/' 

" They were tried, and, though the Judge charged for conviction, the Jury most unac- 
countably released the prisoners. It is fortunate, however, that both Madhub and Grobind 
had been committed for trial in the case of Hurro and Dabee Raur, in which they were con- 
victed and sentenced to seven years' imprisonment." 

" Narain's confession refers to a case which he affirms occurred in Sham Bazaar near Cal- 
cutta. He states that Gopal Ooriah, Seeboo, and Soodum lodged with a woman in that place 
named Suttamoney whom they had drugged and robbed. The Special Inspector went to 
Sham Bazaar and traced Suttamoney, who stated that, four Ooriahs had taken lodgings in 
her house, hiring a room at six annas a month. They had given their names as Bugwan, 
Hurree, Denoo and Kessub, and lived with her upwards of a month. On the day of the 
Sankranth Poojah she had a feast and sent sweetmeats, &c, to the Ooriahs. Two days after 
the feast the man who called himself Bugwan brought her some sweetmeats in return, which 
she, her brother Nobin, and a lad named Shama Churn ate. Shortly after, the woman adds, 
€ I felt giddy and dry in my throat and went to drink water. Nobin and Shama Churn went 
•into the shop. I recollect no further, and must have lost my senses. I recovered conscious- 
ness after the lapse of two days, and found I had been robbed of my ornaments and other 
'property to the value of 70 rupees. Nobin and Shama Churn had suffered in the same way, 
' but not so severely. We never saw our Ooriah lodgers from that day, we searched for them 
' everywhere but never could trace them/ " 

" On the confirmation of the confession, Gopal, Seboo, and Soodam were arrested. Su- 
tahmoney, Nobin, and Shama Churn identified them without any hesitation as their lodgers 
who had passed themselves off under feigned names. Gopal, finding the evidence against him 
so strong, made a full confession before the Magistrate, not only of this case, but three others 
which have been tested and found to be true. Against Gopaul we had the evidence of Sutta- 
money, Notin, and Shama Churn, corroborated by his own confessions ; and yet the Joint 
Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs discharged the prisoners." 

"The case was appealed by Mr. Reily to the Sessions Judge of the 24-Pergunnahs, in 
accordance with Section 435 of the Criminal Procedure Code. The Sessions Judge, after 
perusing the evidence, directed the Magistrate to commit Gopaul for trial to the Sessions. 
This has since been done, and there is no doubt the prisoners will be convicted. Gopaul is 
one of the most notorious poisoners of the Ooriah gang in Calcutta. In 1864, he was arrested 
in a case of drugging, and a quantity of datoorah seeds and other poisons were found on hi* 
jerson" 
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" The cases investigated in Howrah and the 24-Pergunnahs, it will be observed, are dif- 
ferent from those which were investigated in the Patna and Bhaugulpore Circles. They 
relate to a gang composed chiefly of Oortahs, who confine their operations to men of their 
own province and to prostitutes. The gang was a most mischievous one, and it is satisfactory 
to state that it has been entirely broken up ; not a single case of drugging has occurred in 
either Howrah or the 24-Pergunnahs since the Detective Department took up these cases. 
Mr. Eeily brings to notice the efficient and successful exertions of the Special Inspector, 
Moonshee Buka Oollah, in these cases. 

" The proceedings in the Patna and Bhaugulpore Division occupied some time ; the delay 
was unavoidable owing to the same gang having committed crime in different Districts and 
under separate jurisdictions. Mr. Reily acknowledges the ready assistance that was afforded 
to him bjrthe Magistrates of Bhaugulpore and Monghyr, and I have much pleasure in bring- 
ing to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor the zeal and energy with which Mr. Reily him- 
self has conducted the special duties of his Department, and the success which has attended 
his exertions. He has fully earned the promotion which the Lieutenant-Governor has been 
pleased to accord to him." 
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f According to the Inspector General of Police, " There was one case 
only in Monghyr," but the following two cases are, nevertheless, detailed 
in the Policy Administration Report, viz, : — 

(1) 26th April 1866.— One person drugged, 3 arrested, of whom 1 died 
and 2 were acquitted. — " Having taken my discharge from the Calcutta 
Police, I was proceeding to my home in Lucknow. On the 26th April, 
I met the defendant, who had two bags with him, near a river, where 
I stopped to bathe ; after some conversation, we proceeded together to 
Burreah Bazar, when the defendant parted with me, with the intention 
of, as he said, going to beg, as he had no money. After cooking and eating 
my dinner, I laid down to sleep, when the defendant arrived, and after 
talking for some time, offered me a smoke, which I accepted, not suspect- 
ing any thine. However, immediately after smoking I became insensible, 
and remained so till next morning, when I found that I had been robbed, 
and the defendant, whom I at once suspected, was not to be found. I 
therefore set off along the Patna road in search of him, and overtook 
him in the Durriarpore Bazar, and charged him with having taken my 
money, which he denied, and endeavored to escape. The Police, however, 
came to my assistance, and the defendant was secured. The purse, 
containing Bs. 35, was found on the prisoner ; this I recognized as that 
taken from my waist, and in which I had Bs. 37. The prisoner was 
brought to Monghyr by the Sub-Inspector, and on being questioned, 
stated that he was a Mussulman, and that he was returning from Maldah 
where he had been for some time, and that he was going to his home in 
Arrah. In appearance the man looked like a Mussulman, having a beard ; 
but on uncovering his head I found that he had a teek, from which it would 
appear that he was a Hindoo by caste ; — he could not mention the names 
of the places where he had put up on the road from Maldah, and altogether 
gave a very unsatisfactory account of himself. Considering the evidence 
against him was sufficient, the case was sent up for trial The Joint 
Magistrate dismissed the case ; but an appeal having been made to the 
Sessions Judge, he sent for the record, and ordered that the accused should 
be committed for trial. The man had, however, left Monghyr; he was 
subsequently arrested and sent to the Joint Magistrate, who committed 
him to the Sessions." 

(2) 26th August 1866.— One person drugged.— "He was returning 
from Howrah (where he had been in service) to his home in Shapoorah ; 
on the way he met the defendant, who travelled with him, and for some 
days ( they messed together — the defendant cooking for both. On the 
evening of the 24th August, they halted near the village of Degachee, 
where defendant cooked some food, half of which he took himself and 
made the remainder over to the complainant, who, finding it bitter to the 
taste, did not eat much of it The next morning they resumed their 
journey ; but the plaintiff complained that he felt very sick, and had been 
so all night; on this, the defendant said he would give him something to 
set him right, and accordingly gave him something rolled up in a leaf 
of the Bale-tree which he ate. After this, the complainant got worse, and 
at length, being unable to walk, defendant took him up in his arms, and 
carried him off the road to a tree, under which he laid him down; the 
complainant soon after became quite insensible, and remained so for about 
24 hours. On coming to his senses he found that he had been robbed ; 
as soon as he was sufficiently recovered to proceed, he started in the 
direction of Monghyr, as the defendant had stated he was a native of 
that town. On the 26th, while resting himself on the banks of the 
Goorzut Nullah, immediately outside the village of Goorzut, he saw the 
defendant come out of a house in the village, when he gave the alarm and 
charged the defendant with having robbed him. The Sub-Inspector who 
was m the neighbourhood went to the place, and learnt that the defendant 
was staying with a relation of his in the village ; he therefore searched 
the house and found all the complainant's property ; the owner of the house 
acknowledged that the defendant had brought it with him two days before. 
The Sub-Inspector also discovered that the plaintiff's story, with reference 
to the drugging, was quite true. The defendant was sent up for trial, and 

jns oommitted to the Sessions." 
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" Inspector General of Police :— " A few cases have also occurred in 
the Patna Division." 

Police Administration Report : — " Out of nine poisoning cases 
which occurred, the three first were successfully investigated by the Police, 
and several men known to be professional poisoners, who had for years 
contrived to evade conviction, were arrested and convicted. Among these 
was Lakha, long known to be the leader of a gang, and who successfully 
evaded every effort of the Police to arrest him for the last two years. His 
exploits are narrated in last year's report" — (vide Appendix to the 
Thuggee Statement for 1865, and paras. 5 to 18 of the Appendix to the 
present Statement for 1866. Lakha was acquitted). 

The following are accounts of two of the above cases, as taken from 
the Police Administration Report : — 

(1) June 1866, exact date not stated. — Three persons'drug^ed. — " A 
Pasee, named Khetroo and his two children, were found lying insensible 
in their house. His wife was also partially insensible. She stated that 
a woman had given them some sweetmeats, after eating which they 
became insensible. The woman had been living in the neighbourhood 
for some days, but was not now to be found. After a long and protracted 
search this woman was arrested and committed for trial to the Sessions." 
Memo. — The result of the trial is not apparent. It does not appear, 
too, whether the drugged parties were robbed. 

(2) 22nd June 1866. — Four persons drugged. — " On enquiry, it was 
found that on the previous evening, six men travelling from Patna to Gya, 
had put up at the house of one Gokool Shah. They bought from him 
some attah and dahee ; one of the Mussulmans bought some tarree at 

<l another shop ; they all then went to a tree near the bunneah's and sat 
down to eat. At day-light the four Hindoos were seen lying insensible, 
and one of the two Mussulmans, whilst trying to run away, was arrested 
at some little distance from the village by Constable Maghoo, who happened 
to be passing through, and received information of the occurrence. Two 
of the four Hindoos, after some hours, recovered sufficiently to recognize 
the Mussulman, who had been arrested, as the man who had bought 
tarree for them the previous evening. On this the man was sent to Hajut. 
No trace could be found of the other Mussulman ; but in the course of the 
enquiries made after him, it was ascertained that two Dosadhs of Moeroni, 
who generally led a vagrant life, and against whom, in a former poisoning 
case, there had been grave suspicion, had been missing for several days 
past from their village. These two men were arrested and sent up tor 
trial on a charge of vagrancy under Sec. 101, Criminal Procedure Code. 
As soon as they were arrested they offered to point out the whereabouts 
of Daboo and Chooa, two well known poisoners, for whose apprehension 
large rewards had been offered some time before. Some sharp Constables 
were detailed to accompany these Dosadhs, and on the following day, 
on the Dinapore road, they pointed out Daboo smoking under a peepul 
tree, with five other men. The Constables arrested aQ these men, and 
brought them in to the District Superintendent at Bankipore, when it was 
discovered that among these men was the notorious Lakha, the leader of a 
gang, who for two years had managed to evade arrest, and also Gouree 
and Beharee, two members of the gang. All these men were ultimately 
sent up for trial and convicted." 

Memo. — No account was given of the rest of the cases. In the Ap- 
pendix, however, several cases are described, some of which may appertain 
to Patna for the present year, but as the districts in which they occur- 
red and their dates are not mentioned, there is an uncertainty on the 
(^subject. 



f This case corresponds very much with, and would, indeed, seem to be a 

I revival of the practice (if it has ever been dormant) of emigrants poison- 

I ing their companions when returned to India with their savings, which 

I was brought by me to notice on a former occasion. Having carried the 

•{ crime from India and practised it, as it is believed, in the Mauritius, the 

miscreants reverted on their return to this country, to the same means 

for now appropriating the earnings of their fellow-laborers — (vide my 

Report in the Foreign Department, No. 794, dated 15th September 1863, 

lj>ara. XTE and enclosures). The following is the account of it, viz. :— 
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I " 4th May 1866. — One man drugged. — " One Anunt Kowar, a native 
of Sherghotty, was travelling home after 18 years' service in Trinidad. 
At Dinapore, on the 2nd May, he fell in with two Gowalas, also 
just returned from the Mauritius. The three joined company. About 
day-break on the 4th, shortly after leaving Perwezabad, a small bazar and 
Police out-post, half way between Unnul and Daoodnuggur, the Gowalas 
drugged their companion, and robbed him of his 18 years' savings — 124 
English sovereigns, Ks. 990 in Bank of Bengal notes, clothes and other 
articles, valued in all Rs. 2,646-8. From the night of the 3rd, he lost 
all account of them until the afternoon of the 5th, when he found himself 
near Parussea, 18 miles south of Perwezabad. He then made his way 
to Aurungabad, and told his tale. The Head Constable in charge referred 
him back to Perwezabad : thence notice was Bent to the Urwul Station, 
and, on the 10th, the Sub-Inspector, discrediting the story, carried off 
the complainant into Gya. The District Superintendent went to the spot 
forthwith. On the 16th, the Head Constable of the out-post traced the 
two Gowalas to village Kaysur near Aurungabad, and found on them 110 
sovereigns, ornaments and clothes ; the Inspector, on learning this, insti- 
tuted a second search, which resulted In the recovery of the Rs. 990 in 
notes and other property, increasing the total to Rs. 2,348. The three 
relations of the Gowaia were likewise sent up on a charge of complicity. 
The complainant unfortunately died of cholera before the judicial enquiry 
was completed, but the higher charge of drugging was still proved. All 
five accused were convicted by the Judge under Section 328, Penal Code. 
The Sub-Inspector of Urwul and the Head Constable of Aurungabad were 
degraded; the Head Constable of Perwezabad was promoted." The 

! ^sentences awarded to the criminals do not appear. 

Police Administration Report : — " On the 11th January, two 

pilgrims were stupefied and robbed by two men who professed themselves 

to be also pilgrims. The latter were arrested and committed to the 

Sessions, the Magistrate remarking that the conduct of the Police was 

jjrompt and energetic." (Memo. — The sentence has not been stated.) 



r Police Administration Report : — " Five* cases of drugging occurred 
during the year ; in four of these arrests were made ; in two, the 
offenders were sentenced to transportation ; in a third the prisoner 
confessed to having given the ata (or flour) with which poison was 
mixed, but pleaded ignorance as to there having been poison in it, and 
was consequently acquitted by the Deputy Magistrate. This case was 

•{ brought to the notice of the Sessions Judge, and the Deputy Magistrate, 
who tried it, was censured. In the fourth case, the defendant was 
released, the evidence being considered insufficient ; and in one only there 
was no clue obtained." Memo.— No account of these cases was 4 given or 
of the number of persons who were drugged in them ; but probably some 
of those detailed in the Appendix may be identical cases, about which, 

^however, there is no certainty, dates and districts being omitted. 



" 6th October 1866. — One person drugged. — " One Dhurrum Gorait 
brought a man named Jobun Tativa, to the police station of Seeta- 
marhee, and reported that the latter had joined a man named Babun on 
the road, and that when they had walked a little distance, Babun fell 
down, and became insensible. The prisoner Jobun Tativa took Babun's 
property and was making off; he, the Gorait, at once caught hold of him, 
anof found on his person some goor mixed with dhuttoora seed. Sub- 
Inspector Jeyram Sing immediately sent in the insensible man to the 
hospital. Subsequently the charge of administering drug with intent 
to cause injury, having been proved against Jobun Tativa, he was sent up 
for trial. He was committed to the Sessions, and sentenced to 3 years' 

^rigorous imprisonment." 

10th May 1866. — This case was not considered to be the deed of a 
professional poisoner, but as from the drug which was used, the practice 
commonly followed by poisoners may have recommended itself to the cri- 
minal, or as the person who administered it may have been a practised 
^poisoner, it is here returned as being altogether a case of poisoning, vw.:— 
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(9) Hazareebagh 



(10) Rajshahye 
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10th May 1866.— One person dragged who died. — " This was a 
of murder of a girl by the administration of poison in the Tillage of 
Saldongora. It appears that Sohochurry, the mother of the deceased girl* 
had for some years a quarrel with a woman named Preo Chassanee, the 
husband of the latter naving an intrigue with the former. On the day 
of the deceased's death (the 10th May), she was playing outside of the 
house of Preo Chassanee. Deceased' s grandmother heard Preo Chassanee's 
daughter call deceased into the house, she went in and on her return, 
was seen licking her hands, on which was some goor. She said to her 
mother, " Preo Chassanee gave me some goor, I ate it, and, now, I have 
pains." The girl then became very 01; she foamed at the mouth and 
vomittei and died within four hours. Preo Chassanee and Mothoo were 
arrested and sent up for trial They were committed under Section 302, 
fc and sentenced to transportation for fife." 



27th July 1866. — One person drugged.—" It was reported that three 
women had poisoned a fourth. They confessed to having- given her 
suttoo, in which was a drug purchased from a certain man, who, however, 
denied having given them any drug whatever. The three women were 
arrested and sent in for trial, the deceased, before her death, having 
distinctly accused them ; in addition to which, it was satisfactorily 
proved that they had administered some drug, and that she died shortly 
afterwards. The contents of the stomach were forwarded to the Chemical 
Examiner, who, however, detected no poisonous matter. The women 
were in consequence released." 

Memo. — If the poison was dkutoora or some other vegetable substance, 
as it probably was, only that portion would be discovered in the intestines 
which had not taken effect, namely, entire seeds, — and as dkutoora, for 
instance, is generally administered in powder, all of which is at once 
absorbed, it was not a sequence that because no poisonous matter was dis- 
covered, the person had not been poisoned I The medical officer merely 
^gave the fact that he found none, 

' 24th March 1866.— Two persons drugged.— " One Kurreem Bux and 
his nephew had been selling some clotn at the Ranchee fair, and were 
returning homewards to Bareilly. They stopped at Chumparun at a 
provisioned house, where they were joined by two other persons. They 
cooked their dinner apart : after taking dinner Sheikh Kurreem Bux be- 
- came uneasy, and as his speech was affected, he declared to his nephew 
that they had been poisoned. On this, Khoda Bux and Mohur Goala ran 
away, and the two travellers became insensible. They lost Re. 900. No 
trace of the suspected man was obtained. The failure in this case was 
entirely attributable to the gross neglect of the Head Constable of 
Chumparun.'' 



f 5th April 1866. — Four/ persons drugged.— " Four travellers were 
I drugged in the Chandpore rasar, and property to the value of Rs. 127 
I was stolen from them. Suspicion was strong against a Brahmin, who 
<l joined company with them on the road, and absconded, as aluo against 
I the shopkeeper who sold food to them. The latter was summoned by the 
I Magistrate, out was released. The action of the Police was slow, other- 
[mae the absconding Brahmin would have been taken." 



Inspector General of Police : — Poisoning cases ten (!) arrested 16 
persons ; discharged 2 ; committed for trial 14. — " The poisoning cases 
taken up were connected with those successfully investigated during 
the year 1865. No particular cases have occurred in any of the districts 
adjoining the Presidency or in Bhaugulpore. There was one case in 
Monghyr ; a few cases have also occurred in the Patna Division ; but the 
number has decreased since detective operations were extended to those 
districts ; 3 cases of murder were handed over to the Special Inspectors, 
in which several persons were arrested ; only one was discharged and 6 
men convicted." 
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Memo. — But, as already stated, the 23 cases now returned were 
gathered from the Police Administration Report itself, only one of which 
was not perhaps the deed of the common poisoner, namely, in Ban- 
coorah, quod vide. 

Owing to some only of these cases being detailed in the Police 
Administration Report, and to the information riven in those described 
being incomplete, summary details for all cannot here be shown. 

(A cose of murder by strangulation took place in Noakhally, an 
account of which is given under that district in the Police Administra- 
tion Report, — but as it was described to have been committed through 
enmity, it is merely alluded to in this place as an event, and not as a 
case of Thuggee). 

The proceedings of the local detective department in poisoning cases 
&4 detailed at length in the Police Administration Report, are attached 
to the present Statement as an Appendix, in continuation of the special 
measures narrated in the Appendix attached to the Statement for 1865. 
— Some of the cases there described may be identical with some of the 
23 cases here returned as of occurrence in Bengal in 1866, but of which 
nothing certain can be stated in this place.from want of dates and of the 
names of the districts in which the events described took place. 
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i Inspector General op Police i — Meerut. — "Only one case of pro- 
fessional poisoning occurred ; it was one of many similar cases committed 
during the year by the same two men, a Brahmin and a Kaeth, subse- 
quently apprehended." (Memo. — No account was given of these two cases. 



" Inspector General op Police: —"There was one case of professional 
poisoning in which the victims recovered ; the culprits, owing to omission 
on the part of the zemindars and chowkeedars to give information, were 
not detected. The latter were punished." 

Deputy Inspector General op Police, in charge ofpoisonina cases : — 
" In Allyghur one case occurred, and this a doubtful one, as the plaintiff 
was not robbed of any of his property." (Memo. — But according to a 
statement received from the local Magistrate, it would seem that property 
to value of Rs. 18 was robbed in this case, if actual robbery was an es- 
sential element to the proof of the actual occurrence of the crime, property 
being only robbed according to the opportunity presented after the crime 
I has been perpetrated.) 

f Inspector General op Police. — " Four professional poisoning cases 
. were prosecuted to conviction during the year " (Memo. — Three only are 
returned in the classified return of offences detailed in Appendix I of the 
Police Administration Report for the North- Western Provinces, and it is 
believed that two of those belong to 1865, as will presently appear, a 
fourth occurring in the present year.) 

Deputy Inspector General : — " On the 15th November 1865, a 
traveller arrived at one of the seraies in the town of Seharunpore, and 
hired a pony to go on a journey into the next district ; the man who 
accompanied him to bring back the pony was drugged shortly after his 
leaving Seharunpore, and the traveller made on with the pony. On 
the 2nd November (query 22nd) the same man hired a nony at Putteh- 

•{ pore, 15 miles from Seharunpore, and the same result ensued. The 
poisoner then appeared a third time on the 3rd February 1866, at Eylas- 
pore, five miles from Seharunpore, hired a pony, and drugged the boy 
sent to bring it back. • • * One Eullooa, an old offender, was 
arrested, recognized in all these cases, and was tried and convicted before the 
Sessions Judge, and sentenced to a long term of imprisonment. Inspector 
Ahmed Hoossen by his local knowledge worked out this case, and did 
right well. A second case occurred in this district, and Major Watson was 
successful in arresting and convicting the offender." (Memo. — The above 
shows that two of the three cases returned in Appendix I of the Police 
Administration Report, as of occurrence during 1866, really took place 
in 1865, and as they have been entered in the Thuggee Statement for 1865, 
they are struck out from 1866, and only two cases are returned in the 

1 ^present Statement 
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In regard to one of these two cases, the Deputy Inspector General 
wrote to the General Superintendent under date 17th Februaiy 1866, 
that the offender who had committed the two cases in the previous 
November, had " again appeared on the stage near Roorkee, about ten days 
ago, in the same district, and after repeating the deed exactly as before, 
walked off with the hired pony. * * * The man was described as 
slightly lame." Memo. — Ytde Sholapore in Bombay in the Statement for 
1865, for a similar pony case at Kurmala. 

A criminal, named Kullooa Rajpoot, committed a case of poisoning at 
Bagput in Meerut on the 11th December 1860, by drugging the meal of 
a man and a woman who kept the seraie or rest-house at which he had 
alighted. Sentenced to four years' imprisonment at Meerut , he was trans- 
ferred to the Assistant General Superintendent at Lucknow, but was re- 
manded to Jail to undergo his punishment, and if he was identical with 
the above man he could only recently have been released when he committed 
the cases just described. Or the criminal in them was, as probable, 
identical with another person named Kullooa Lodhi, who was sentenced in 
1860 to 6 years' imprisonment for an act of the crime at Peshawur, while 
in the service of Captain Nairn of the Artillery, whose mehter he poisoned 
and robbed by drugging his coffee, 17th November 1859. This man was 
transferred to the Asst. Genl. Supdt. at Lahore, befbre whom he confessed 
to many similar acts of crime during a career of 11 years, including 
some cases of Thuggee, and of high-way robbery with murder, in different 
parts of India. While at Peshawur, he had also poisoned the sirdar bearer 
of Captain Taylor, (or Slater) of the Artillery, by drugging the man's ' 
tobacco, from whom he robbed several gold mohurs and other property. 
The bearer died. This Kullooa had several banded associates. He was 
remanded to jail, and his term of imprisonment could have expired but 
|^a short time prior to these renewed instances of the crime/ 

C Inspector General of Police . — " Three cases of professional poison- 
ing occurred, committed by the same Brahmin and Kaetk before 
mentioned — the offenders in a similar case in the Meerut district. Both 
have been arrested and sentenced to 28 years' rigorous imprisonment in 

- the Booiundshuhur cases only." — ( Vide Meerut and Etah.) 

But according to Appendix I, the cases in Booiundshuhur were four this 
' year, which is the number here returned, but no account of them was 
l^given. 

C Inspector General op Police : — " No case of professional poisoning." 
< (Memo. — According, however, to Appendix I, there was one case, viz., " of 
(.hurt by administering stupefying drugs." No account of it was given. 

Inspector General of Police : — " Two cases of robbery by profession- 
al poisoning, occurred, — in one the Police failed to trace the offenders,— in 
the other the Sessions Judge declined to convict, but one of the 3 offenders 
was fortunately sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment in a similar case 
which occurred in Budaon." Memo. — Appendix I, however, gives three 
cases of the crime. No account of them was narrated. 



r Inspector General of Police : — " The one case of administering 
drugs was not a professional case, — no conviction followed." (No account 
[.of it was given.) 



{These two oases are taken from Appendix I of the Police Administration 
Report. No mention is made of them in the District Report, nor any 
account of them any where given. 

# 

C This case is not mentioned in the District Report, and is taken from 
\ Appendix I. No account was given of it. It must be identical with 
I that for which a man was convicted and sentenced to 10 years' imprison- 
Cment after acquittal in one of the Bareilly cases. — (Vide IJareillj\) 



f These cases are not mentioned in the Statement for this District con- 

Jtained in the Police Administration Report, but tliey were entered in 
Appendix I. No account of it was given. 

^ Deputy Inspector General :— Agra. — " There axe no new cases !" 
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r Not alluded to in the District Report, bat given in Appendix 1. 

Deputy Inspector General : — Muttra. — " One of the old cases was 
detected and the offenders punished." (Memo. — According to this the case 
perhaps occurred at some former period, but Appendix I, in which this case 
was included, gives a list of cases, all of which were declared in the body of 
the Report to have taken place during the year under review. No account 
of it was given. 

Inspector General op Police: — "Among the murders were three 
cases of professional poisoning. Concerning one of these, doubt is enter- 
tained of its being really a professional case, and in one the culprits were 
detected." 

Deputy Inspector Genebal : — " I regret to say that three new cases 
occurred in this district, and the Police were not successful in bringing 
out any of them." 

Appendix I, however, returned only two cases, but as three were report- 
ed to this Office by the local Magistrate in a " Statement showing, cases 
of Thuggee during the year 1866," that number is adhered to in the 

S resent Statement, and the following account of them is taken from the 
lagistrate's Report, viz : — 

(1) No date given. — " Serajooddeen and Nuzzur Alii Khan, merchants 
of Rampore, on returning from MokUnpore Pair, Btayed in Serai Meeran, 
in the house of Joomun Bhateeara, where the defendant, in a Faqueer s 
dress was also living. The next day, in the evening, he made them smoke 
his hooka, and. after taking their food they fell sick and senseless. He 

\ then robbed them of their money (Rs. 15-10-0,) and made his escape. He 
was apprehended, and released by the Magistrate for want of proof on the 
22nd June 1866." — Memo. — The culprit was a Brahmin. 

(2) 1st March 1866 : — " Joomun and Peer Bux, travellers, were going 
on towards the Western Countries. A man, said to be a resident of 
Adjoodia in Oudh, accompanied them from Chowbeypore to Jonedpore, 
where he poisoned and plundered them of their property valued at Rs. 
1-14-0. Joomun died, and Peer Bux was found alive and was cured. No 
trace of the offenders has yet been found." 

(3) 14th June 1866 :— " Deendval, Brahmin of Koomhira, in Luckhimpore 
of Oudh, came to Furruckabad from Budree Narayun, and thence a man, 
who gave his name as Beharee Thakoor of Kookrel, accompanied him 
for Nimkhar. When they arrived at the shore of the Kalee Nuddee near 
Kanouj, Beharee gave Deendyal a piece of melon and some goor (sugar), 
on eating which and drinking some water, he became senseless, and 
Beharee then robbed him of 16 gold beads to the value of Rs. 8, 
2 silver Bundyas Rs. 6, a silver Suttia Rs. 3, and Rs. 3 in cash, with 
which he absconded. No trace of the offender or of the stolen property has 
yet been found." 

" Inspector General op Police : — " Hiere were two cases of professional 
poisoning, one of them being committed by the Brahmin and Kaeth 
of Meerut and Boolundshuhur notoriety ; in the other case the Police 
did not succeed in tracing the offenders.' 

Deputy Inspector General : — " Meerut, Boolundshuhur and Etah. — 
I class these three districts together, as the six cases which occurred there 
during 1866 were committed by the same two men, who invariably gave 
\ themselves out as a Kaeth and a Brahmin. They have been arrested and 
are now under trial at Boolundshuhur, where they were recognized in 3 
separate cases. This case is now being worked out, and as a great many 
other defendants are implicated (and you are aware of the steps being taken), 
it will be as well not to make the matter public until the whole case is 
complete." (Memo. — Vide Meerut and Boolundshuhur, where it is shown 
that the above two men were sentenced to transportation for 28 years. 
It will be perceived that the eases in those two districts and in Etah 
^together numbered eight and not six. 



Digitized by V^jOOQ IC 



( 8 ) 



E 

o 



§5 

s * 



"si 

a h a 
& ► 3 



Ncirau Air© Nuns ov Districts nr 

WHICH Ci.8B8 WIBl UPOBtlD. 



REMARKS. 



Brt. 
over 



.5 

s 

I 

m 
W 
O 



> 

§3 

CO 
■ 

O 



13 Districts 



(13) Etah — continued 



(14) Allahabad 



Crd. 
over 



} 



(15) Cawnporr 



25 



(16) Puttehpore 
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f Inspector General of Police : — " Much credit is due to Major Tyrwhitt, 
Deputy Inspector General, for his successful detection and conviction 
of Kullooa, an old offender, concerned in no less than 3 cases of this 
year" — (vide Seharunpore supra). " The Police are also to be congra- 
tulated on the arrest of the celebrated Brahmin and Kaeth con- 
cerned in some 9 or 10 cases. I had hoped Major Tyrwhitt would have 
fiven a succinct account of all the cases in which they were concerned, 
ut from prudential motives, he refrained from publishing details till the 
whole case is complete." 

Memo. — It is stated of a poisoner seized in Etah in December 1866 at 
the fair held at Soron, that on his being searched, a large quantity of the 
seed of the black Dhutoora was found on his person. The account he gave 
of himself was that he gave it as medicine to nek cattle. He was brought 
before the sitting Magistrate, " but there was no law to detain the man. 
He came from a village near Hattras, which is one of the head centres of 
professional poisoners." — Vide case, 20th September 1864,mBoolundshuhur, 
m the Thuggee Statement for 1864. — A caw making it penal to possess 
J poisons, as advocated in my letter in the Home Dept. No . 990, dated 
[iStk Sept. 1865, would have prevented this mans release with impunity. 

Inspector General of Police : — " There was only one case of pro- 
fessional poisoning." 

Dept. Inspector General of Police : — "Allahabad. — In June a wo- 
man and her child died from the effects of Dhutoora in ata (flour) — which 
ata was said to have been given to her husband, by a man at a fair, in 
exchange for tobacco— a very improbable story, as tne person who gave 
it could in noway be benefitted by it. I believe it a family case." (Memo. — 
The Magistrate nas not, however, had any hesitation m duly returning 
it to this Office. His account of it is given below. 

One case only was also returned in Appendix I of the Police Administra- 
tion Report ; but as the Magistrate has returned two cases to this Office, 
and has given an account of them, two is the number adhered to in the 
present statement. 

Magistrate : — Robbery by administration of poisonous or deleterious 
drugs : 2 cases ; concerned 3 persons ; arrested 2 ; acquitted 2 : loss 
Bs. 206-8-0; recovered nil. 

(1) 9th June 1864, 4 p. m. : — "Badameea and her daughter Maike 
fell insensible and evinced marks of having been drugged. The latter 
died almost immediately, and the elder woman subsequently. Seo Persad, 
husband of Badameea, stated that they had been to a Mela or fair, where 
a man came and asked for tobacco in exchange for some ata. This ata 
or flour was baked in the evening into bread, on eating of which both 
females fell insensible. Nothing was found out in this case." 

(2) 13th March 1866 :— " Two men arranged to spend the night with 
Jankee prostitute. She ate and drank with them. They gave her 
something which caused her to vomit, and she subsequently became in- 
sensible ; during this state, jewels to the value of Bs. 178 were stolen 
from her." — (Memo. — Similar instances of poisoning or strangling prosti- 
tutes and robbing them of their jewellery, will be found under Agra, 

J}4-Pergunnahs, Ac. 

C Inspector General of Police : — " There were 7 cases of robbery 
\ by administration of poisonous drugs : detection followed in 6 ; and of 6 
1 persons arrested, 4 were convicted.' (Memo. — No account has been given 
V. of these cases.) 

Inspector General of Police : — " There have been 2 cases of pro- 
fessional poisoning, in both of which the Police were successful." 

Deputy Inspector General: — "A heavy case, with murder, took 
place in May, and 2 persons out of 6 succumbed to the effect of the 
poison. The plaintiffs were travelling in a cart; and 2 persons took 
up with them about 4 miles from Futtehpore, and drugged the whole 
party. Fortunately the Police received information and were in time to 
arrest the offenders, otherwise they would have made off with the cart, 
victims, and all." (Memo. — This would seem to be a re-appearance of the 
Hackery cases practised by Hurpersad's gang — (vide Rhotuck and Futteh- 
pore, in the Statement for 1865, and paras. 19 and 24 of my Report in the 
Forejgn Department, No. 794, dated 15th September 1863). 

Appendix I was blank for Futtehpore (!) 
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r Inspector General of Police : — " One robbery occurred by adminis- 
tration of poisonous drugs, and the case was prosecuted to conviction." 

Two cases were, however, entered in Appendix I of the Police Adminis- 
tration Report, and the following account of them is taken, moreover, from 
a Statement received from the Magistrate; two are therefore here 
returned, viz *.— 

(1) 10th April 1866 :—" Heera Kullar of Banda, and Khyallee his cart- 
man, were drugged, it is supposed, with dhutoora, on the Chillatara Road, 
by another of Heera's cartmen, Azmut Alii, and when in a state of in- 
toxication, the perpetrator made away with a bag containing Bs. 325 
and other property. The two persons, however, soon recovered, and 
Azmut Alii, on being traced and apprehended in the Futtehghur District, 
confessed and pointed out some of the stolen property. He was sentenced 
to 14 years' imprisonment. It is probable that he was concerned in 
similar cases, as ne has two alioJes, Kwlloo and Ghoorey" 

(2) 14th December 1866:— "Two travellers came to the house of 
Pirthee Gir Gosaen, and after eating went to sleep, and next morning one 
of the travellers, Bamadheen, a Brahmin, was missing ; and a box contain- 
ing jewellery and money, said to amount to Bs. 190 in all, had also been 
taken away. No clue of Bamadheen has vet been discovered. It was at 
first said that Bhung had been administered to Pirthee Gir, but on 

^enquiry, this was considered doubtful." 

C Inspector General of Police: — " Two cases of professional poison- 

< ing were detected, and the parties concerned were arrested and convicted." 
(. (Memo. — No account was given of either case.) 

C Inspector General op Police : — " One of these cases of robberv 

< was a poisoning case, and the poisoners were convicted." (Memo. — This 
Cease was not entered in Appendix I, and no account of it has been given.) 

r Inspector General op Police : — " There were three cases of ad- 
ministering poisoning drugs, in only one of which did the Police succeed 
in bringing the offenders to justice. ' 



Appendix I :— Three cases ; but no account has been given of them. 



Inspector General op Police : — " There was one case of professional 
poisoning in which the offenders were arrested, but unfortunately not 
convicted, and they were subsequently lost sight of." 

Deputy Inspector General : — " Mr. McCarthy was most successful in 
tracing out a dhutoora case committed by an old offender, one Azmut 
Alii, alias Kulloo, alias Goorah. This particular case occurred in April 
1866, and the Police ran into their man in the Futtehghur District, re- 
covering at the same time nearly all the property, close on Bs. 200." 
(Memo. — Vide Banda Case, 10th April. — If the case here recorded, of 
which no description has been given, is distinct from that in Banda, it 
would seem that the culprit, Azmut Alii, after committing the crime in 
Banda, repeated it soon after in Azimghur, and was run down at Futteh- 
ghur. Mr. McCarthy on a former occasion, when he was Assistant Police 
Officer in Banda, rendered great assistance to the Assistant General 
Superintendent at Lucknow (Major X^hamberlain), in prosecuting the 
gang of Hurpersad, the famous poisoner of hackery cart-drivers.) 






Inspector General op Police: — u The Police also failed in pro- 
secuting a bad case of dacoity with murder, as also a case of robbery 
after administering poison** (Memo. — No further mention of this case is 
made, except that it appears in the series of cases recorded in Appendix I.) 



Inspector General op Police : — " There were no less than six cases 
of administering poisonous drugs, but in none of them did the prisoners 
belong to an organised gang." The Police Administration Report con- 
tains no account of these cases, and the following in regard t&three of the 
number is obtained from Special Reports to this Office, viz, :— 
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(1) 26th February 1866. — A Gorait found a boy lying senseless near 
a guava garden and brought him to a Police out-post. When he recover- 
ed his mind he said that at the bidding of his master Lalla Bahadoor Rai 
of Ghazeepore, he went with some money and sweetmeats to some 
relatives at Shahabad. On his way he fell in with one Rampersad, who 
gave him some choora or parched rice with some goor or sugar, after 
eating which he became senseless and was then robbed. The criminal 
was traced by the Police to Ghazeepore. The result of his trial was 
not stated. 

(2) 17th March 1868.— The Gorait of Eusufpore brought a man to 
the Police Station in a state of insensibility, whom and a quantity of 
clothes and cooking utensils, he had found that morning lying on the 
ground at the house of one Gheeseeawan Kulwar, who stated that 
the man had come there the evening before with two other travellers 
who appeared to be Mahomedans. They purchased some flour and 
dal and began to cook their food. Next morning the Kulwar found the 
man lying senseless in the verandah of the house, and that the 
other two men were gone away. One of them had been observed to 
throw away a pot with some cooked dal in it, on examining which 
some dhatoora seeds were discovered in it. The victim when he recovered, 
said that he was come up from Calcutta and had been joined by 
those two persons at the ferry at Buxar, who proposed to him in the 
ferry boat, to travel along with him. On the way he wished to part 
company, but they persuaded him to go on as far as Eusufpore, where 
the three put up at the Bunya's shop as above described, lie cooked 
food for all. They told him to take as much of the dal as he wanted, 
and to give them the rest. He did so; he did not observe whether 
they also ate any of it, but they threw the pot away. " The dal did not 
taste bad, but the ghee with which it was cooked was not good." All 
then went to sleep, and the man remembered nothing more. He was 
robbed of his money and some clothes. 



< 



(3) 13th May 1866. — Two persons were found by the village Gorait, 
early in the morning, lying insensible at] a shop at Gunspore, one a 
Hindoo and the other a Manomedan. Two other persons had come to 
the shop late in the previous afternoon, and by and bye at dusk, these 
two men also came there accompanied by two others and by a woman, who 
said they only wanted to stay there for the night Shortly after, one of 
the number purchased some flour, dal, and pickles, and cooked up some 
food. In the middle of tye night it was discovered that two of the 
number had become insensible, and that the other five travellers had 
decamped. The Gorait and others followed them and eventually arrested 
the woman and three of the men as they were running quickly away. The 
other man had got away with the booty. An umbrella was picked up 
which they had thrown down and which belonged to the poisoned parties. 
The poisoners had completely ingratiated themselves with their victims, 
and did every thing for them. One man ate of the food they had cooked, and 
on his feeling unwell, one of the culprits began to rub his legs for him. 
The other not feeling hungry was persuaded to partake of some pickles, 
and then of a little sweetmeat. Both soon felt heated and lost their 
senses, and both were robbed. Two of^the culprits and the woman were 
Mahomedans, but the woman pretended to be a Hindoo in the keeping 
of the third man who personated to be also a Hindoo. The arrested 
parties were recognized, but the result of the investigation was not com- 
municated. 

{Inspector General of Police : — " There was one case of professional 
poisoning, which the Police failed to detect." (No account of it was given). 

J" The District Report says nothing of this case, but it is entered in the 
I series given in Appendix I of the Police Administration Report. 

Inspector General of Police : — " The case of administering stupefy- 
ing drugs was an attempt to get a low caste man punished for having 
intrigues with two women who would have lost caste had the husbands 
prosecuted in the usual way." (Memo.— This case is included for as 
jnuch as it is worth.) 
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According to Appendix I of the Police Administration Report, the cases 
numbered 51 only, and the difference is thus to be accounted for, 
viz. ; — 

Cases according to Appendix I ... ... ... 61 

Deduct — 

2 cases for Saharunpore which belonged to 1865 ... 2 

Remaining ... 49 
Add — 

1 Omitted case for Saharunpore, obtained from the 
Report of the Deputy Inspector General ... 1 

2 Ditto ditto for Futtehpore ... 2 
1 Ditto ditto for Furruckabad, nar- 
rated by Inspector General of Police and con- 
firmed to this Office by the Magistrate ... 1 

1 Ditto ditto for Benares, obtained 
from the District Report of the Inspector 
General of Police ... ... ... 1 

1 Ditto ditto obtained from a Special 
Report to this Office ... ... ... 1 

6 

Total ... 55 



Inspector General op Police : — " The crime of robbery after ad- 
ministering poisonous drugs is, I regret to say, on the increase. There are 
44 cases reported against id in 1865. The Police have, however, been 
very successful in tracing out and bringing to justice during the year 
several notorious offenders. Twenty-nine cases have been prosecuted 
to conviction, and of 68 persons concerned, 49 have been arrested and 
brought to trial, of whom 31 were convicted, 14 acquitted, and 4 remained 
under trial at the close of the year." 

Inspector General op Police : — General Remarks. — " Robberies by 
administering poisonous drugs, 47 cases in 1865 and 51 in 1866." (Memo. 
— These 47 cases include other poisoning cases than those of robbery by 
professional poisoning). 

Inspector General op Police :— M Major Tyrrwhit reports not a single 
case of thuggee has been reported, nor is there any reason to believe it 
has been practised during the past year. At the same time he warns 
District Superintendents that tney cannot be too much on their guard or 
too careful in vigilantly watching and guarding against any renewal of 
this crime." 

Deputy Inspector General :— " Poisoning by administering any 
poison or any stupefying, intoxicating, or unwholesome drugs, <£c. — This 
crime is, I am afraid, on the increase, though the Police have been very 
successful in tracing and bringing to justice during the year 1866 several 
notorious offenders/' {vide the Deputy Inspector General's remarks 
on this subject in the Statement for 1864 in the Total column.) "Out 
of 49 persons arrested, 31 have been convicted and 4 remain under trial. 
Two of the four awaiting trial at Boolundshuhur are well-known and 
skilful poisoners— there being some 9 or 10 cases against them." 



u Bobbery by administering poisonous drugs.— 28 new cases for 
1866 havto to' be added to 51 old cases of former years. In these 79 cases, 
36 persons were brought to trial, 21 were convicted, and 13 acquitted, 
leaving two under trial. The largest recovery of property is m the Fut- 
tehpore District." 

Deputy Inspector General of Police :— " Statement I, t**.— 

" Thugoee.— Committed since January 1861, undetected on the 1st 
January 1866, 2 cases ; occurred in 1866, nil" 
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Inspector General of Police : — " Of the murders by poison, 3 wc 
ordinary, committed from motives of revenge ; the fourth was a ve 
peculiar case, committed for the purpose of getting rid of a man who w 
cognizant of a theft, and who, the guilty parties feared, would peaei 
unfortunately two other men partook of the food given to this man, a 
all three fell victims ; this case was most admirably detected by Inspect 
Ramnarayun, and the guilty parties convicted. The District Superinter 
ent wrongly describes this case as one committed for the sake of robbery.' 

Memo. — An additional case of murder, for the sake of robbery, 
mentioned in the Police Administration Report for Oudh, in which t 
headless body of a man was found. The head was discovered some mi 
away, and the same Police Inspector " ultimately succeeded -in bringi 
the culprit to justice." No further particulars were given of any of t 
l^above cases. 



[Inspector General of Police :— " Three cases of robbery were 
administering drugs ; in 2 there were convictions as noted abc 
(4 persons convicted.) 'the District Superintendent informs that t 
persons were not professional poisoners." 
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Inspector General op Police :— " Three murders by poison ; all 
committed for revenge, or through intrigues with women. 

Commissioner : — " Three murders by poison in Hurdui ; none by 
professional poisoners." 

Memo. — Classing all the murder cases together, the Police Adminis- 
tration Report stated that the Police made apprehensions in them all, 
except one, and that not a single person sent up by them was acquitted ; 
but it was not shown what was the Police action in each particular 
U>oisoning case. No separate account of the cases was given. 

f Inspectob General of Police : — " One murder by poison ; 6 persons 
being convicted." 

Commissioner :— " One murder by poison in Mohumdee, not by profes- 
sional poisoners." Memo. — No account of this case was given. 

r A Statement of cases of Thuggee in Fyzabad in 1866, received from 

J the Deputy Commissioner, exhibited 2 cases, in which 20 persons were 

concerned, 6 being arrested ; but no account or other details of them were 

communicated, and it is supposed they were cases of Dacoity included 

by inadvertence in the Statement for Thuggee. 

r- One Sumshere Khan, of Kotedeeh, in Roodowlee of Durriabad, informed 
the Police of Gondah against his brother Madar, that he was living at 
AUiuuggur, under the assumed name of Cheda Khan, and that he was 
a professional Thug, who had escaped from custodv, with his irons upon 
him, many years ago, and that he was a " wanted" man in the Thuggee 
Department. 

To this the General Superintendent replied, that the man had often 
been searched for by the Agents of this Department, but that he had 
always contrived to evade detection : that he escaped in 1836, before he 
had been brought to trial, and that there was ample evidence for his 
conviction at the time ; but that it would be difficult to get him con- 
vioted at this distant period. His father, Byman Khan, was a Thug, who died 
i in jail at Lucknow, and his brother Hydur and son-in-law Buktawar, 
both deceased were Thugs, both of whom were approvers in this Department. 

The man admitted his escape, and his true name to be Mudar ; he said 
that, ever since his flight, * he had been living at Bulrampore, in the 
service of the Bajah of that place, whose guns he took care of when he 
went out shooting. He was transferred to the Depot of the Thuggee 
and Dacoity Department at Jubbulpore, and being there identified Dy 
surviving approvers, was, in view to a legal authority for his detention 
and enrolment in the Depot at Jubbulpore, placed upon his trial on the 
general charge of being a Thug, under Act XXX of 1836, and was 
sentenced to imprisonment for lite, under date 3rd November 1866. He 
Ijlied in November 1867. 



V»cai 



Inspectob General op Police : — " One murder by poison from motives 
revenge, in which conviction took place." (Memo. — No account of this 
case was given.) 



Inspector Genebal of Police: — "Two of the murders were by 
poison." (Memo. — No account of the case was given.) 

The third case is obtained from a special report, and was a case of 
robbery by administering poisonous drugs, viz. : — 

14th May 1866 : — " A woman and two men had arrived at Allynuggur 
15 days previously, and lodged at the house of one Khooshall ; they did not 
say from where they had come, but their names were Oree and Bachoo, and 
the woman's name was Aohayia. They drugged their host and left his 
house, taking away from it several articles of property to the value of 
Ks. 44." Nothing further was communicated in this case. 
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Arregts and other particulars of Police action in the cases for Oudh, 
returned in the present Statement, not being uniform in each case, a 
recapitulation of the action in the entire number is not here given, the 
information in respect thereto, which was to be gathered from the Police 
Administration Report, having been duly noticed against each district 
in the column of remarks. 

No case of Thuggee by strangulation was reported, and it is not 
known what the two so called cases may be which are noticed under 
Fyzabad. 



(End of Oudh.) 
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(1) Umballa 

(2) liOODIANA 

(3) Delhi ... 



(4) GOORGAON 



(5) HlSSAR 
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Six, according to Table A., and to Appendices I and III of the Police 
Administration Report, under cases of " administering stupefying drugs 
with intent to hurt." No account of any of them has been given. 
According, however, to the District Report, there were 3 cases of " murder 
by poison for plunder/' and 6 cases of " simple murder by poisoning" — 



This has been classed in the Police Administration Report as a case of 
' robbery effected by poisoning :" no account of it was given. 



C According to Table A., and Appendices I and III of the Police Adminis- 
l tration Report,— but according to the District Report, the cases (under 
, (^ three classifications) numbered three only ! 



One case according to the District Report and to Appendix I, but two 
tses, under distinct classifications, according to Appendix III of the 
Police Administration Report. No account of the case nere returned was 
given, the following being taken from a Special Report of it to this Office, 
viz. :— 

(1) 6th December 1866 : — A man in the garb of a Fuqueer, named 
Gurreeb Shah of Benares, poisoned three Cabul traders travelling from 
<{ Delhi. They had all put up at the seraie at Patowdee, where they cooked 
their food and slept out the night. The pretended Fuqueer had made up 
some Mulleeda or sweet cake. Next morning all proceeded towards 
Rewaree, and on reaching Murree, they took some breakfast. It was on 
this occasion that he gave some of the Mulleeda to the three travellers, 
on eating which they became insensible and were robbed. Hie culprit was 
arrested at the aerate at Rewarree, and a quantity of dhutoora seed was 
found in his possession. He was sentenced to 7 years' imprisonment, and 
jt fine of Rs. 50. 



This case does not appear in the Police Administration Report, and it 
is here added from a Report to this Office from the Deputy Commissioner 
of Hissar. It took place at Futtiabad in May 1866, (exact date not 
stated). I visited the spot, where I heard a further account of it. The 
culprit was a man named Roora. He hired the camel of a man of the 
weaver caste, and poisoning the man who went in charge of it, named 
Pirbhoo, a Bishnoe, rode off with the animal to Hissar itself. He was 
there seized on suspicion, but managed to effect his escape from the 
lock-up. The poisoned man had died from the effects of the drug adminis- 
tered, and the corpse was so decomposed, that it could not be recog- 

«{ nized. His clothes were, however, identified. It was, moreover, proved 
that Roora had not only borrowed his camel, but had gone to Futtiabad 
with him, and further, that he came alone with the camel to Hissar at 
night. He was eventually seized at Narnoul with some sort of powder 
in his possession, in which dhutoora was discovered. He was tried, 
however, it seems, for some other case in Hissar, in which he had 
drugged a person named Mamun, and was sentenced to 7 years' 
imprisonment. The date of the occurrence of that case was not, however, 
stated ; nor of two other cases committed by him in Hissar, in both of 
which he had similarly hired camels, poisoned their owners, and carried 

I ^away their camels. In these two latter cases, the victims were Sewukram 
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r and one Bishnee. In two of the occasions, he was accompanied by a 
female named Chandnee, and he had some other accomplices. Another 
case against him in Hissar, was the disappearance of one Jumal, the driver 
of a cart and bullocks which he had hired of one Cheetur at Hansi. The 
cart and bollocks were robbed. The date of .this last case was not stated. 
Thus there were, it seems, /awr cases in Hissar, in addition to the case here 
returned for 1866, but it is unknown when they took place. It is believed, 
however, that they also occurred in 1866. More will appear about this 
man Roora under Rhotuck. It may, however, be here noticed, in reference 
to the bullock-cart case, that it would seem to be a repetition of the cele- 
brated Hackery cases so often before alluded to in the present and former 
Statements, the perpetrators of which extended their depredations from 
Bundlekund to Allahabad and Hurdwar in one direction, and along the 
Goorgaon, Rhotuck, Hissar, Jheend and Puttiala line of country, in the 

j)ther. 



Two cases according to Appendices I and III of the Police Administra- 
tion Report, but only one according to the District Report under the 
heading of " robbery effected by poisoning." 

The following account of one of these cases was given by the Super- 
intendent of Police, Captain Boddam, viz : — 

" This case occurred on the 23rd April 1866. The complainant, Oodmee, 
was found rambling about drunk, as was at the tune supposed by 
the zemindars, near the village of Bhaprowda in the Sampta Thana, 
Rhotuck District ; he was taken to the Police Station, whence he was sent 
on to the Rhotuck Hospital. On arrival here he stated that four months 
previously, he met the accused Roora in company with two young women 
m village Bunianee, near Rhotuck ; that being a widower, and m search 
of a wife, he got into conversation with the accused, who described himself 
as Khajooa Dome of city Rewaree, in the Goorgaon District, and offered to 
select a handsome bride for him, and arrange all the necessary preliminary 
negociations, in view to bringing about a marriage. Oodmee then gave 
his address to accused who engaged to pay him a visit in a fortnight, and 
let him know the result of the negociations." 

"Oodmee and accused then came together to Rhotuck where they 
separated. After fifteen days accused paid the promised visit, and stated 
that he had found a fine young woman in the adjoining native States, 
who was willing to marry, and that she was waiting m the village 
Bunianee. Oodmee accordingly started with him, and at mid-day reached 
the tank at Rohud, on the Delhi Road. Accused then proposed to dine, 
and offered Oodmee some sugar, as he being of a different caste, could 
not partake of food cooked by accused. Oodmee ate trie sugar with some 
parched gram that he had with him ; they then proceeded a couple of 
miles, when Oodmee found himself getting intoxicated, and his limbs 
becoming powerless ; soon afterwards he became insensible. On recovery 
he discovered that he had been robbed of the money he had about his 
person, as well as of the new coat he purposed wearing on appearing 
before his expected bride." 

The accused was hereupon tracked from place to place most perseveringlv 
by Mr. Charde, the Police Superintendent of Rhotuck, from British terri- 
tory into Native territory, and vice versd, then back into the Jheend and 
Nabha States, to Laharoo and Patowdee in the estates of the Nawabs of 
those places, thence to Futtiabad in Hissar, and then to Hissar itself, where 
it was ascertained he had recently poisoned a Bishnoe and robbed his camel, 
was arrested for it on suspicion, but had escaped from the Police lock-up 
(vide Hissar). "At Hissar was found Roora s favorite walking stick, 
which his victim Oodmee at once recognized, and this circumstance 
removed all doubt that the escaped prisoner was the identical Roora whom 
the Rhotuck Police were in pursuit of." Here the clue was lost, but as it 
was discovered that he occasionally visited two women, named Lalee and 
Sahibee, at Bhurtpore, with whom he had intrigues, and that his wife 
Chandnee occasionally accompanied him on his poisoning expeditions, the 
research was carried to Bhurtpore, and he was eventually seized by the 
Puttiala authorities at Narnoul "where he was found going about the 
bazaar drunk." — Taken to Hissar, he was there sentenced to 7 years, 
as already shown under that District ; for the Rhotuck case, two yean 
more of imprisonment was added to him ; and then on his being tried again 
and again in other cases, and convicted five times, his punish: 



h, to a period of 19 years in transportation. 



punishment 
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(6) Rhotuck, — contd. 



(7) Lahore . 



(8) Umritsur 



(9) GOORDASPORB 



(10) JULLUNDTJR 

(11) hooshyarporb 

(12) Kangra 
(13)Rawul Pindee 



13 Districts 



28 



He had befen tried at Goorgaon, previous to the above eventa^br a similar 
offence at Kanouj (date of occurrence not given,) and being acquitted was 
sent under escort to Jeypore to be tried for another case committed in 
that territory,- but while en route he drugged his guards and escaped! 
He was probably assisted on this latter occasion, — for he had asked to be 
allowed to enter his own house which lay on the way, and permitted to 
do so, had brought away some sweetmeats from it, which he began to eat 
and offered some to his guards by way of acknowledgment of their hind* 
ness : — " They at first declined, out seeing him eat, tney at last took some 
too, and of course soon dropped senseless on the' road." It was my 
desire to have the man sent to Jeypore to be tried there for this and the 
former case of occurrence in that territory, my aim being to have him made 
altogether impotent for future mischief by a sentence for life ; but it was 
thought by the local authorities that he might again escape on the way, so 
that he was sent to fulfil the term already awarded him. I think, 
^however, that he is still in some jail in this country. 



two cases according to Appendices i and 11 oi tne ronce Aammisiia- 
on Report, but three according to the District Report, viz., 2 cases under 
simple murder by poisoning, ' and 1 under u poisoning with intent to 
>mmit robbery." No account of any of them was given. 

(The fbllowingaccount of a case of strangulation in Lahore is taken 
from a Special JReport to this Office, viz.) : — 

(1) 11th April 1866 :— " The body of a girl was found near Sahunkee, 
concealed in a hollow, with unmistakable marks of strangulation upon 
it. The deceased was about 20 years of age, was living with her 

^ parents, and had left the house at dark on the previous evening, for, it 
was supposed, a purpose of nature. She had ornaments on her person 
which were not found upon her corpse. A male relative was suspected, 
who had liasons with other members of the family, and was known, it was 
said, to have harboured similar intentions in regard to th& deceased. 
The relatives and the village head-men, however, believed that the deed 
wets committed by some persons who were passing through the village 
that night from the Tliummun Fair. It was further reported of this 
case, that the girVs life was taken " in the old professional way by the 
roomal," but the Deputy Commissioner reported that " there was very 
little ground for believing the case to be one of professional Thuggee" 

I Jit has not, therefore, been taken into the account) 

Three cases according to Appendices I and III of the Police Adminis-" 
tration Report, but four according to the District Report, viz., 1 case of 
" simple murder by poisoning," 2 cases of " robbery effected by poisoning," 
and 1 case of " poisoning with intent to commit robbery." No account of 
any of these cases was given. 



r One case according to Appendices I and III, but blank according to 
the District Report. No account of it was given. 

One Jotee Kuhar, a one-eyed man, was this year convicted for cases of 
poisoning committed by him in this district in 1861 and 1862, and sen- 
tenced to an additional 14 years' transportation, he having previously been 
sentenced to 4 years for a case of similar occurrence in Umritsur in 1865. 
^(Mbmo. — Vide Umritsur in the Statement for 1865), 

C One case according to Appendices I and III, but two according to the 
< District Report under " simple murder by poisoning." No account of 
( any was given. 



These two cases appear in the District Report, under the heading of 
1 simple murder by poisoning." No account of it was narrated. 



( One case according to Appendices I and III, but blank according to the 
\ District Report. No account of it was given. 



C This case appears in the District Report, under " simple murder by 
(. poisoning." No account of it was given. 



zed by V^iO 



( 18 ) 



B3 

n 
m 



Kvmxx afd Nams ov Districts in 
which Casks wsbi bbpostbp. 



BEXABKa 



Brt. 

over 



I) 



13 18 DlSTBICTS 



M 



AT 



AKWALLA 



ffUB 



K) 



ee Khan) ... 



Total I 13 1 19 Distbicts 



28 
3 



45 



C Three cases according to Appendices I and III of the Police Adminia- 

< tration Report, but not any aooording to the District Report. No account 
(.of them was given. 

C There was one case in this District according to Appendix III of the 

< Police Administration Report, but which is considered to be a mistake, 
Cas Appendix I and the District Report were blank. 



One case according to Appendix I, two cases according to Appendix I1T, 
and not any according to the District Report No account of the case 
here returned was given. 



{One case according to Appendices I and HI, but not any according to 
the District Report 

f No cases according to Appendices I and III of the Police Adminis- 
tration Report, but tuto according to the District Report wider " murder 
\Jby poison for plunder P No account of them was given. 

{Seven cases according to Appendices I and III, but not any according 
to f ~ ' * ~ ""* 



► the District Report No account of them was narrated. 



Three case* according to Appendices t and III, but the District Report 
was blank ! No account of them was given. 



{In the District Report, 3 cases appear under "poisoning with 
intent to commit robbery." No account oi them was stated. 

C No cases according to Appendices I and III of the Police Adminis- 
\ tration Report, but one case according to the District Report under the 
I classification of " simple murder by poisoning." No account of it was 
{.given. 



These cases include one additional case obtained from a Special Report 
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According to this account, the grand total would seem to amount to as 
many as 60 cases ; according to the District Reports, the cases would be 32" 
only; according to Appendix III they would be 45, viz., "hurt by means 
of poison or stupefying drug with intent to cause murder/' 44 cases, and 
" poisoning for plunder," 1 case ; and lastly, according to Appendix I, they 
would amount to 44 ! 

But while with the exception of one case of " poisoning for Blunder" 
entered in Appendix III of the Police Administration Report, tne total 
number of cases in that Appendix agree with the total number given in 
Appendix I, the cases themselves, which are detailed for each District in 
Appendix III, would, when totalled, come up to 46 ! In the uncertainty 
caused by these discrepancies, the number of cases which have been detailed 
for each District in Appendix I of the Police Administration Report, is 
the number which is adhered to in the present Statement, with the addi- 
tion to it only of the extra cases in Hissar obtained from a Special Report 
to this Office. 

If the two cases of " murder by poison" noticed under Mooltan are taken 
into the account, the totalling would undergo a further change ! Why were 
those eases left out f 

Appendix III of the Police Administration Report, shows that 29 
persons were convicted in the 44 cases of " hurt by means of poison or 
stupefying drug, with intent to commit murder" of occurrence in 1866, 
ana 3 persons in 1 case of " poisoning for plunder ;" but as shown under 
Goordaspore, it would seem that the latter three, include one man 
reckoned twice over, viz., Jotee, the one-eyed poisoner, who was tried in two 
cases of occurrence in 1861 and 1862, so that the total number of con- 
victed persons in cases for 1866, would perhaps amount to 30. 

According to Table A, and to both Appendices of the Police Adminis- 
tration Report, there was no case of thuggee properly so-called, and 
perhaps the case recorded in the remarks for Lahore may not, under the 
present information of it, be called a case of real thuggee. 

The following case of occurrence in the contiguous Native State of 
. Jheend, in 1866, was tried in JLurnaul, a District of the Punjab, and is 
therefore here recounted as another instance of poisoning Hackery Drivers 
such as has been recorded in the present Statement, under Hissar in the 
Punjab, and Banda or in the North- Western Provinces, — and under Rhotuck 
and other places in the Statements for 1864 and 1865, viz.: — 

On the 30th of January 1866, one Balakee reported at the Paneeput 
Station, that a person had hired his cart from Puttiala to Jheend, and 
that when he had gone about 8 koss from Jheend, the traveller who had 
hired the cart, administered some dhutoora to him, and after he became 
insensible the man went off with his cart and bullocks. The criminal in 
this case, by name GopcU, was intercepted by the Police while crossing 
the Jumna River with the cart and bullocks in the ferry boat at the Sun- 
howlee Ferry. The victim's shoes and quilt were also found in his pos- 
session, and he was thereupon sentenced to 7 years' transportation. 
(End of the Punjab.) 
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Table H. op the Police Administration Report :-»" Murder by 
poison," one case. No account of it was given. 

Inspector General op Police : — " There was a case of robbery after 
administering poisonous drugs ; it appears to have been committed by a 
man, on three masons of the Railway work with whom he was then living. 
The District Superintendent has not included it in his Table of crimes, 
under the head of robbery, but it has been inserted under that heading 
in this Report. The Police failed in this case, which does not appear 
J to have been one of professional poisoning/' 

Special Report:—" 24th April 1866. — Some dhutoora was mixed with 
some ata, which was eaten by three masons employed on the Puryut Bridge, 
East Indian Railway. Suspicion fell on a man named Sheikh Oomur, 
who occupied the same tent, but nothing could be proved against him." 
No further account of it was given. 

(Memo.— -There are indications from other instances of crime in the 
neighbourhood of Jubbulpore, both before and subsequent to the above 
crime, which lead to a belief that a professional poisoner was concerned 
m the above case.) 
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(1) Jubbulpore, — contd., 



(Seonee) 



(2) Baitool... 



(3) Bhundara 



r (The following case taken from the Police Administration Report, 
is here merely adverted to, in passing on, viz.: — "In the fifth case (of 
murder) committed for the sake of robbery, both husband and wife were 

found strangled in their house. It was at first returned as a dacoity 
with murder, fyut the Magistrate expressing his opinion that there was 
positive proof of its being murder and not dacoity, the case is transferred 
to the former heading. Four (out of seven persons supposed to be 
implicated in this case,) were arrested and sent up for trial, but were 

jicquitted by the Magistrate.)" 

A case is given in a " Statement of cases of Thuggee," received from 
the Deputy Commissioner of Seonee, of the seizure and punishment of 
some professional criminals who were going about the country as Moot- 
tanee Bunjarahs (who are a class of dacoits.) But it was obviously nei- 
ther a thuggee or a poisoning case ; it is, however, mentioned in passing on. 

( This has been returned in Table H. of the Police Administration Report, 
\ as a case of murder by poison, but it was not alluded to in the review 
( of the District. No account of it was given or reported to this Office. 



(; 



Police Administration Report : — "In the case of murder by poison, 
the defendant, the son of a Malgoozar, of Mogia in the Bhundara Circle, 
was sentenced to death." — This case was also included in Table H. 
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The^ Police Administration Report does not show how many cases of 
poisoning, without murder, took place in the Central Provinces in 1866. 
From the remark against the case in Jnbbulpore of the poisoning of 
3 masons, to the effect that it had been included tinder the heading of 

robbery, and from the. circumstance that the case of " attempt to 

murder by poison" and that of the "robbery by poison" in the Wurdah 
District, did not appear in Table H. of the Police Administration Report, 
under any distinct heading, it is believed that cases of poisoning which 
did not result in the death of any of the drugged parties, were included in 
Table H. under the heading of either " robbery" or " robbery with hurt or 
deadly weapons " — of the former of which there were 47 cases, and of the 
latter Bin the Central Provinces in 1866; but it would be convenient, if 
all cases of poisoning, of whatever nature, were placed under a distinct 
column, and a classification of them given in the body of the Report. 

It will be observed that mention was made in the Police Administration 
Report of 6 cases only, which is the number given in the present State- 
ment. Three of those cases were attended with murder, and there was 
besides, 1 case of the murder of 2 persons by strangulation which may or 
may not have been the deed of professional criininals (vide Jubbulpore.) 

(End of Central Provinces,) 
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Except that in North Arcot " four cases of robbery by drugging men 
were brought to light during the year in this District, and committed to 
Court, but the prosecution was unsuccessful," the crime is no where else 
distinctly mentioned in the Criminal Statistics for Madras for 1866. 

The Tables of Statistics for Madras, exhibit that 242 cases of murder, 
311 of grievous hurt, and 202 of hurt, took place during the year ; 
and some of these, were no doubt effected by means of poison, parti- 
cularly some of the two last of the series, the Sections of the Indian 
Penal Code under which the whole number ^of those cases were investiga- 
ted, comprising those particular Sections (324, 325, 326 and 328,) which 
provide for cases of hurt by poison or deleterious drugs ; but the actual 
number of such cases cannot be gathered from those Tables. 

Police Administration Report : — " No case of thuggee was reported 
during the year. But several eases of robbery by drugging with 
dhutoora, were brought to light and were prosecuted during the current 
year," 

(End of Madras.) 



(1) Kaira 



(2) Ehakdrish 



2 Districts 



" Taken from the Crime Table : — " One case of causing hurt by means 
of poison, Ac., with intent to commit an offence under Section 328, Indian 
Penal Code." No account of it was given in the Crime Report. 

The following case is here only noticed in passing on : — 

Superintendent of Police : — " In one case of murder, the accused 
was discharged by the Assistant Magistrate. A fisherman of Sonee- 
poor in the Thusra Division was missing, and on enquiry evidence was 
adduced to the effect that he had been murdered by one Jussoo Jalum. 
Some bones ana a skull, supposed to be those of the missing man, were 
found near the river Myhee. The tryina Magistrate, however, dis- 
missed the case, there beina no proof of the missing man having been 
murdered, nor of the identity qf the remains." 

One of these two cases is taken from a " Statement of cases of thuj 
received from the local Magistrate, and the other .from the District 
Report, viz : — 

(1) 30th October 1866 : " Hazzaree, Bon of Hingna, his wife and 2 sons, 
• were proceeding from Hindoostan to Parola, and had halted at Palasnair, 
when they were joined by a stranger who induced them, to let him accom- 
pany them. On their way they cooked their food and sat to eat it, when 
the stranger gave them some chutney to eat ; they eventually became 
intoxicated, and whilst in that state, they were robbed of %\ rupees." (Vide 
jk chutney case in Wurdah under the Central Provinces.) 
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" (2) Superintendent of PoLicE:--"The sixth case of attempt to murder 
occurred at Bhurgaum, Pimpulnair Division, on the 12th December. One 
Hurree, son of Nahar Singh, Rajpoot, proceeded to the house of Maynee, 
the wife of one Govind Geer Gosain, in her absence, and mixed poison- 
ous drugs in her flour. Hurree was apprehended and sent for trial to the 
full power Magistrate, but was discharged for want of proof." 

The Crime Report for Khandeish, also gives the following case, 
12th March 1866 :— "The body of a man was found lving by the side of 
the road between Yawull and Atrawul. From the marks of burns on the 
body, it was concluded that the man had been murdered. It was discover- 
ed to be the body of a man named Zendia Chamhar of Shirsad, and on 
information given by Mahada, Gungajee and Mowjee (Chamhars,) the last 
two being eye-witnesses of the murder, arrested three other Chamhars as 
the perpetrators of the crime. They were sent for trial to the full power 
Magistrate in charge of the District, but were discharged for want of 
sufficient evidence" (Memo. — It teems from the evidence, that the go-called 
eye-witnesses merely desired to implicate some obnoxious caste people. 
A man is seldom killed outfight from burns, except received in a con- 
flagration ; and from some similar instances in other places, e. g., case 
No. 3 under Monghyr in Bengal, in the Statement for 1865, it seems more 
probable that the man was poisoned, fell into the fire where he had cooked 
his food, and then wandered about unconsciously to the spot where his body 
was discovered. But this is here stated only fir as much as it is worth, 
for the case is not included in the present Statement.) 

The Statement of cases of thuggee received from Khandeish, contained 
another case of so-called " thuggee," — but it has not been accepted 
as such, and is only here described in passing on, viz. : — 

Superintendent of Police:— "The ninth murder took place at Toowurk- 
hera on the 16th August. The circumstances attending this extraordinary 
case are as follow: — On the day in question one Tapee, wife of Tewajee, pro- 
ceeded to a neighbour's house, leaving her infant, aged about 24 days, in 
the charge of her daughter, 9 years old, and on her return found the 
infant missing. Her daughter told her that another woman named Bheemee 
had taken away the child, saying her mother had sent for it. The dead body 
of the infant was found buried under Bheemee's cot. On being questioned, 
she said that having no child, she consulted a wandering Gooroo, by name 
Gopal Dass, who told her that if she would bring him an infant, he would 
ensure her having offspring. She accordingly brought Tapee 's infant, 
which the Choroo took together with some lemons in his arms and turned 
round Bheemee seven times. He then buried the infant under her cot, 
and for the performance of this ceremony received from her one rupee. 
Both the Gooroo and Bheemee were committed to the Sessions, but were 
acquitted for want of sufficient evidence. On "the man Gopaul DasS* 
acquittal I again arrested him and referred the case to the General Superin- 
tendent of Thuggee and Dacoity, feeling sure that Gopaul Dass was a 
professional Thug. Colonel Hervey directed the prisoner to be sent to the 
Assistant General Superintendent at Indore, and the last I heard regarding 
him was, that he was not acknowledged in the place to which he stated 
he belonged." (Memo.— -He mentioned] the names of acquaintances at 
Kotah, and stated that he resided there, but was repudiated at that place. 
He died of cholera.) 

(Four other cases of poisoning are mentioned in the Crime Report for 
Khandeish, one by means of arsenic, and three with pounded glass, but 
these were merely attempts on the part of wives, summarily to get rid 
of their husbands by poisoning their food.) 

' The following is here only noticed in passing on :— 

Superintendent of Police:— " The third case of murder was committed 
on the 16th September. One Joora Ibrahim, a cart driver in the employ 

« of Mr. Stewart, purchased a lot of arsenic in the town, and mixed it in 
the food of one ot his fellow-servants, whom he suspected of being too 
intimate with his wife. The consequence of this was that two men and 
a boy died, but a peon who was also poisoned, recovered. That there was 

L no conviction in wis case was, no fault of the Police." 

10 The following cases are recorded in the Crime Report for this District, 
and are also only noticed without being taken into the Statement, viz. .— — 

(1). " A man had poison administered to him while ill, purporting to 
be medicine, from the effects of which be died. There was not sufficient 
jjroof against the perpetrators to cause their committal/' 
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C (2). "A similar case to the last. The crime could not be proved 
(. against the accused, and was therefore discharged by the Magistrate." 

The following case was given in a" Statement of cases of Thuggee " 
received from the local Magistrate, but as it was not stated how it was 
committed, whether by poison or by some other means, it is here only 
noticed in passing^and is not included in the Statement, viz, : — 

" Nassich Town: implicated 2 persons; arrested 2. No one was 
murdered. This was only a case or attempt to commit murder. Both 
Lced each to 2 years' rigorous imprisonment." 



^parties have been senteno 



(8) Town and Island 
of Bombay 



r Cbime Table :— " Administering poisonous drugs with intent to commit 
an offence, 3 cases; apprehended 5 persons ; discharged 5,*(four males and 
w one female/') No account of these cases was given. 



29 



8 Districts... 



These cases comprise all that can be gleaned from the different Police 
Reports received in this Office, from the Bombay Presidency, not reckon- 
ing the 10 exceptional cases noticed above in the column of Remarks). 

It seems very probable, however, that some further cases of poisoning 
took place in the Districts of that Presidency,- for the Crime Tables for 
the Districts comprising the Northern Police Division, for instance, show 
that besides several cases of murder, certain other cases were investigated 
under the Sections of the Indian Penal Code (324, 325 and 326,) but 
only one case under 328, (vide Eaira,) which provide for "hurt" by poison 
as well as bv other means ; but as it was not specified how many were 
cases of poisoning, their number cannot be here shown. No Crime Table 
or any District Reports were received for the Southern Division, but 
only blank Statements of cases of Thuggee properly so called. 



(End of Bombay). 
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No Police Administration Report or Crime Tables were received in this 
Office for Mysore, from which cases, coming under the present Statement, 
might have been collected. 

A Blank Return of cases of Thuggee proper, was received from the Office 
^ of the Judicial Commissioner for Mysore and Coorg. 

(End of Mysore). 
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f No mention is made in the Police Administration Report for these 
Districts, of any cases of poisoning distinctly as such,— but among the 
several Sections of the Indian Penal Code under which it was shown that 
27 cases of hurt and four of grievous hurt were investigated, appear 

«{ those particular Sections thereof (324, 325, 326 and 328) which specially 
provide for poisoning cases, showing that some must have occurred. 
Six cases of murder and three of attempts* to murder, are also stated; 
but how many of all of these were cases of poisoning, cannot here be 
shown. 



(End of Hydrabad Assigned Districts). 
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The 9/A May 1868. 
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ABSTRACT STATEMENT of reported cases of poisoning throughout British Territory in 
the year 1866, as gathered from the several Police Administration Reports and 
from other sources: — 



Bengal 

North- Western Provinces 

Oudh 

Punjab 

Central Provinces 

Madras 

Bombay 

Mysore 

Hydrabad Assigned Districts 



... 23 cases. 
... 55 „ 
... 15 „ 

... rxU )9 

... t> ,) 

None specified. 

6 cases. 

... Unknown. 

None specified. 



Total of reported cases, exclusive of three provinces ... 150 



Memo. — No uniform account having been given of the Police action 4n these cases, how many persons 
died from the effects of the poison which had been administered to them, or any other usual particulars, no 
detailed account thereof can here be shown, but the Remarks will be found to contain more or less information 
on the subject. For the reasons therein explained, it is concluded that many more cases of the crime of 
poisoning took place throughout the country than is here returned. 

The column of Remarks also notices some cases which are other than those here returned. 

Three cases of murder by strangling have also been noticed in the column of Remarks, viz., one in Bengal, 
one in Lahore, and one in Jubbulpore. 



General Superintendent's Office; 

DELHI, 

The 9th May 1868. 
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CHAS. HERVEY, Colonel, 
General Supdt. of Operations for the 

Suppression of Thuggee and Lacoity. 
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APPENDIX II. 

Accompanying Thuggee Statement for 1866, being Extract par as 3 to 24* from 
the Report on the Detective Department as contained in the Police Admmi*- 
trationlBeportfor Bengal for 1866. 

" In the investigation of the poisoning cases, the Department worked chiefly on informa- 
tion obtained in 1865, with the object of detecting the accomplices of the men who had been 
successfully prosecuted in Monghyr and Bhaugulpore " 

" Three men belonging to the Bhaugulpore gang, Boodhoo, Phooloo, and Nunkoo, were 
arrested by the Special Inspector, and sent up to the Magistrate of Bhaugulpore, who com- 
mitted them for trial to the Court of Sessions, as they were implicated in the Colgong case, 
mentioned in page 189 of the Police Report for 1865. The Judge in that case recorded that 
c the Assessors, after expressing their horror at the disclosures made by the confessing parties, 
r gave their own opinion that Boodhoo, Phooloo, and Nunkoo were equally guilty of the 
« charges.' " 

" The two men, Bajbullub and Sookrun, who proved themselves so useful in bringing to 
light so many cases last year, were unable to restrain themselves this year. In endeavouring 
to enrich themselves they have met the punishment which they so richly deserved. They had 
confessed to having drugged and robbed two women in the bazaar of Toolsheepore ; — when 
two of their gang, Bugbut and Lakha, were with them, and that Lakha had taken a fancy to 
a highly ornamented bamboo lattee, or stick, which he had appropriated to himself. The 
Special Inspector, finding Lakha's name mentioned in so many confessions, searched his 
house at Parthoo, in the Patna District, and found there a quantity of suspicious property ; 
and, amongst them, a handsome stick, which Bajbullub declared was the one he had obtained 
at Toolsheepore. The Special Inspector then proceeded to Toolsheepore and ascertained that 
two women, Dhurshanee and Choonee, had been drugged and robbed about eight months ago. 
These two women stated that three travellers had put up in the house of Eharoo Moodee; 
they came to their house and proposed passing the night with them. In the evening, when the 
men came, Choonee was cooking ; they sent her to purchase some liquor, and Dhurshanee had 
occasion to go out at the same time ; and they believe the men must have taken this opportu- 
nity of poisoning their food ; for shortly after they had eaten their dinner, they became insen- 
sible, and remained in this state for two or three days. When they recovered their senses, 
they found themselves robbed of every thing they possessed. These women, before the Magis- 
trate, recognised Bajbullub, Sookrun, and Bhugbut, as the three travellers who had been to 
their house on the night in question; and also identified the stick found in Lakha's house, 
and stated that they had purchased the stick from Beerbul of the same village, who, in his 
evidence before the Magistrate, clearly recognized the stick, and described the ornamental 
work on it. He further stated that he had sold the stick to Dhurshanee. The Magistrate 
made Bajbullub and Sookrun Queen's Witnesses, sending up Bhugbut for trial. It appears, 
however, that Bhugbut had paid Sookrun and Bajbullub a hundred Rupees, and these men, 
without actually falsifying the case gave contradictory evidence, believing the Court would 
acquit the prisoner Bhugbut. But their conduct was brought to the notice of the Court, and 
the contradictions were so palpable and wilful, that the Judge convicted Bajbullub and 
Sookrun on their own confessions, corroborated by the facts ascertained on these confessions ; 
and Bhugbut, on the evidence of the two women, which corroborated the evidence of Bajbul- 
lub and Sookrun. They were each sentenced to ten years 1 imprisonment. The lesson read 
in this case to Queen's Witnesses will, it is to be hoped, prove salutary/' 

" Lakha Doshad was subsequently arrested at Patna by the Police, on information fur- 
nished to the Superintendent by this Office. After his arrest, the District Superintendent 
sent him up on a charge of having drugged and robbed one Bhekah Passin ; and the Magis- 
trate of Patna committed him for trial to the Sessions. The Judge, however, discredited the 
evidence of Bhekah Passin, and the Jury released the prisoner." 
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" On learning that Lakha was about to be released, application was made to the Magis- 
trate of Bhaugulpore, bringing to bis notice that Lakha had been concerned in a case of 
Dacoity at Colgong, and had broken Jail ; and also that there was evidence against him in the 
Toolsheepore case. Lakha was accordingly transferred from Fatna to Bhaugulpore. The 
Magistrate of Bhaugulpore committed him for trial on a charge of Dacoity at Colgong; and 
of dragging and robbing the two women at Toolsheepore. At the trial, Lakha pleaded guilty 
to both charges, and was sentenced to seven years' rigorous imprisonment for the first, and 
seven years' for the second case/ 1 

" In paragraph 166 of the Police Report for 1865, Lakha is correctly described as one 
of the Surdars or Chiefs of the gang of Poisoners in the Patna District. The gangs in that 
District remained untouched, and several cases of Poisoning had been recently reported, in 
which the Police had failed to discover the perpetrators. Lakha, at the same time, offered to 
assist the Police in the detection of his gang. Application was accordingly made to the 
Government for permission to make Lakha over to the Police, for detective purposes in the 
Patna District. By Government letter No. 476, dated the 19th of January 1867, the proposal 
was sanctioned, and Lakha was sent to Patna in charge of the Special Inspector. The prisoner 
was taken before the Joint Magistrate, where he detailed the circumstances connected with 
eight cases of robbery by means of Drugging, some of which were attended with murder." 

" It may be here remarked, that investigations founded on information farnisied by 
prisoners are attended with great difficulty. First, there is a strong prejudice against acting 
on statements made by a convicted felon ; — -inexperienced Magistrates, who have no practiced 
knowledge of the Criminal class, are unreasonably sensitive on this point. In every country 
in the world, the evidence of accomplices is made use of when a gang or association of crimi- 
nals is sought to be destroyed. Such evidence, if corroborated, is always regarded as legal 
evidence; and hundreds of criminals have been convicted and punished on similar evidence. 
But the prejudice is so strong, and the often repeated ' charges' of torture, and ' moral pressure' 
are so easily credited, that it is very difficulty for a Police Officer, however anxious he may be to 
perform his duty, steadily to pursue the object he has in view ; he is assailed on every side, 
and any judicial Officer has it in his power to record unpleasant remarks, which, however 
untrue and unsupported by evidence are, t# say the least, exceedingly injurious. Again, 
Poisoning cases generally do not come to light until after the lapse of a considerable period 
of time — the victims are generally travellers from different Districts, and often from distant 
Provinces, who not only neglected at the time of occurrence to give any information to the 
Police, but are exceedingly unwilling to come forward, and subject themselves to the harrass- 
ment of a double prosecution before a Magistrate, and ultimately before the Court of Sessions. 
There is, again, the unwillingness of the authorities to credit statements of recognition after 
such a lapse of time/' 

" Lakha stated that in the month of Chyte last, Dharee Sahoo told him that Teluk Sing 
was waiting for him ; on his going, he found Teluk Sing seated by a well— which is in a gar- 
den at Paxthoo — and a traveller was sitting by him. On seeing Lakha, Teluk Sing got up 
and met him, and whispered to him that the traveller had 117 Rupees with him ; and that 
Lakha should go on the road with Gowree, Dahoo, Qnd Roocha, and that he would follow 
with the traveller. Lakha did as he was told. After Teluk had joined them, Dharee Sahoo 
prepared two lotahs of sherbut ; in one Poison was put ; this was given to the traveller, when 
he was tired and thirsty. They went a little further, when the traveller said he felt giddy and 
strange, and wished to go into a village which was close by. Teluk Sing then remarked € if 
he goes to the village, we shall find it difficult to rob him ; we must put an end to his life.' 
Teluk Sing and the rest murdered him by squeezing his private parts, while Lakha watched 
that no person approached ; after he was dead, the gang helped themselves to the 117 Rupees 
he had, and threw the body into the river Punpun." 

" The Special Inspector leamt that his case had been investigated by the Police last year, 
when Boroo Gwala was committed to the Sessions on a charge of having murdered the travel- 
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ler, but was released. On examining the record of the case, the Special Inspector found that 
three men, named Heramun Brahmin, Bijlee Dosad, and Bodie Dosad had testified at the 
investigation, that they had seen Teluk and others throw a body into the river. The Chow- 
keedar of the village Syebur had also stated, that Teluk had shewn him the body, and had 
prevented his giving information at the Thanah. The Special Inspector also ascertained, on 
enquiry, that there was no doubt whatever, that Teluk Sing had made away with the body of 
the traveller. The corroborative evidence being good, the Special Inspector sent up Teluk 
Sing for trial, naming the witnesses Heramun, Bijlee and Bodie Dosad, and the Chowkeedar of 
Syebur, as corroborative evidence. The Magistrate at the time had credited this evidence, 
and had summoned Teluk for concealing evidence by making away with the body." 

" In this case it was necessary to take the evidence of Lakha. The Joint Magistrate of 
Patna did so on the 1st of April, but subsequently declared he had done so under a mistake ; 
and wrote a long explanation why Lakha should not be made a Queen's Witness under Sec- 
tion 209. He re-examined the witnesses who had deposed in the first investigation ; declared 
their evidence untrustworthy, because the Deputy Magistrate had discharged Teluk after 
Baroo Gwalla had been released by the Court of Sessions ; and also urged that the evidence 
of the witnesses named by ' the Special Inspector was apparently rejected as untrustworthy, 
or even concocted evidence/ The Joint Magistrate also speculated on the motives which may 
have induced Lakah to confess/' 

" It is not material to the case what were Lakah's motives in confessing. The real ques- 
tion was, whether the case was true or false ? The corroborative evidence had been acted 
upon by the Magistrate in the first investigation, when on that evidence he had summoned 
Teluk. At that time no one suspected that Teluk was privy to the Murder : the impression 
then was, that Borroo was the murderer ; and it is not surprising that "the evidence of the 
Chowkeedar and the three witnesses were then regarded as unconnected, and therefore sus- 
picious and inconsistent. The confession of Lakha threw a light on that evidence, which now 
was perfectly consistent and truthful. It appeared to the Police, that there waaprimd facie 
evidence against Teluk, and that the charge was sufficiently established to warrant a commit- 
ment. The Joint Magistrate, however, thought otherwise, and released the prisoner, without 
making any fresh investigation into the case." 

" In another case, Lakha stated that he, and his gang, last year, had drugged a Rajpoot 
at Panapore, when on his way from Midnapore to Chuprah. The Special Inspector, after 
some delay, ascertained that one Tokun Roy was returning home from Midnapore with pro- 
perty belonging to his son Rowshun Roy, who had been employed in the Police of that 
District as a constable, but who had died there, and whose effects had been made over to 
him by the District Superintendent of Midnapore. Lakha stated that he had made the 
articles over to the same Teluk Sing who belonged to the gang. The Special Inspector, find- 
ing that Teluk Sing was implicated in the case of murder, and that there was evidence to 
show he had disposed of the body, proceeded to search Telijk Sing's house, and found a quan- 
tity of suspicious property. Tokun Roy claimed certain of these articles. Application had 
been made to the District Superintendent of Midnapore to know if Rowshun had been a Consta- 
ble in the Midnapore Police, and if his effects had been made over to his father Tokun Roy. 
The District Superintendent in his letter, dated 7th May 1866, sent a list of the property 
which had been made over to Tokun ttoy. In that list two brass thalas are mentioned, which 
were found on Teluk Sing. There is a great deal said about the impossibility of recognizing 
brass plates; but a plate which a native uses every day of his life, he can identify quite as 
well as any gentleman will tell his hat, or his gloves. In this instance, however, the thalas 
axe peculiar to the Midnapore District, and cannot be easily procured in Behar ; and the Sub- 
Inspector and two constables of Midnapore, who had lived with Rowshun, and had daily used 
the plates, clearly identified them. There is the direct evidence of Lakha corroborated in this 
satisfactory manner, and there is the fact that this very Teluk Sing was connected with the 
mysterious murder of Heramun : the Joint Magistrate, however, discharged the prisoner/' 

" Lakha further stated that eighteen months ago, Gowree, Dahoo, Roocha, and Purtab 
Gwala followed a man connected with the Post Office. On their reaching Pursa, they offered 
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to drink with the traveller. He purchased some liquor, and they all drank. Lakha then 
bought some more liquor, and in the cup which he gave the traveller, managed to drop dhatoora 
powder, which took effect before they had proceeded far, and the traveller became giddy and 
fell. The gang took from him a gold kordhanee, a rupee, and a dhootee." 

" On enquiry, the Special Inspector ascertained that a peon in the post Office, employed 
at Baktearpore, had been drugged and robbed. With the assistance of the Post Master of 
Bankipore, the peon, named Ramobotar, was sent for : his story corroborated Lakha's state- 
ment. He stated that in the month of Kartic or Assin, he was returning from his father 
Umritlall with a goat ; on the road he fell in with four or five men, who gave him something 
to drink with liquor, and on his becoming insensible, robbed him of a waist chain." 

" The case had excited attention amongst the people connected with the Post Office at 
the time of its occurrence ; and the Special Inspector learnt that Bolaki Hurkura had seen 
Ramobotar, while suffering from the effects of the drugged spirits. In this case, the Special 
Inspector succeeded in arresting one of the gang, Pertab Gwala, and sent him up for trial, on 
the evidence of Lakha and of Ramobotar, who positively identified him as one of the men who 
had drugged him. There was evidence also adduced to shew that Lakha and Pertab Gwala 
were associates, and usually seen in company with each other. " 

" The Magistrate in this case discharged Pertab Gwala, and committed Lakha for trial 
to the Sessions, on his *own confessions, having refused to make him Queen's witness against 
Pertab Gwala. The case was brought to the notice of Gevernment. Lakha was acquitted by 
the Court of Sessions, and was sent back to the Department to be employed for detective 
purposes." 

" Lakha in his confession further stated that he and Metoo Doshad and others of his gang 
had drugged a washerman at Digah, and had robbed him of a pair of gold earrings and some 
sweetmeats, and other eatables. On enquiring amongst the washermen at Digah, the Special 
Inspector ascertained that one of them, named Bola Dhoba, had been drugged. The washer- 
man, on being traced, stated that about two years ago, when going to his father-in-law's 
house, he purchased some liquor at a grog-shop, near Digah, and journeyed in company with 
four or five men. That, leaving the liquor on the road, he went a short distance, to answer a 
call of nature. He returned and drank the liquor, and went back to the shop, and asked for 
a chelum of tobacco. Two men sitting at the shop gave him a chelum to smoke. Soon after 
he felt giddy, and the shop-keeper turned him out of the shop. He recollects leaving the 
shop, and the two travellers following him, a;nd that he fell down senseless when he came 
near a garden. The washerman recognized Lakha and Metoo Doshad, and declared, he had 
been drugged by means of the tobacco which the two men had given him to smoke. It was 
also evident from the statement of Inspector Hurdutt Sing, that the washerman had lodged a 
complaint at the Thannah at the time he was drugged ; but unfortunately no records relating 
to the case could be discovered. In this case, the Joint Magistrate committed Metoo Doshad 
to the Sessions, without examining Lakha as a witness on whose confession the case had been 
brought to the notice of the Police ; but, while doing so, he stated in his remarks, c that he 
did so with much hesitation/ The Jury acquitted the prisoner, because the Judge did not 
consider the identification of the prisoner by his victim sufficient ; and because he had not 
given a descriptive roll at the time. If the evidence of the traveller who has been drugged, 
corroborates the confession of one of the gang, such evidence has been considered sufficient 
for conviction in a number of cases confirmed by the High Court. It is also possible for a 
man, belonging to the class of Bola Dhoba to recognize a fellow traveller after the lapse of 
two years, though he may fail to give a descriptive roll of the man, according to rule and 
compass." 

"There are a great number of other cases in which Lakha's confessions have been corro- 
borated by enquiries made on his statements ; these cases are pending further enquiry. An- 
other member of the same gang, named Dahoo, (who has since been arrested) has confessed 
before the Magistrate of Chuprah, to a number of cases, which were also mentioned by Lakha* 
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The information furnished by Lakba and Dahoo, will enable the Police to detent the members, 
of this mischievous gang of poisoners." 

v Two cases of drugging travellers had been made over to the Detective Department, at 
the requisition of the Officiating Deputy Inspector General of the 3rd Circle." . 

"In one of these cases, the Police of Putna inade Uzgur Alii prosecutor with three others,, 
while one Baboo Khan was made the defendant. The Special Inspector Nobokisto Ghose, 
after examining the men who had been drugged, reported that it was evident to him that 
Uzgur Alii was the principal defendant, and that Baboo Khan belonged to his gang ; and the 
former had deceived the Police by feigning to have been drugged. The reasons which induced 
the Special Inspector to come to this conclusion, were the repeated attempts which Uzgur Alii 
made to obtain possession of money, which Kalay khan, one of the travellers, had in his posses- 
sion. Kalay khan, after selling some horses, was returning home with the money; at Buktearpore 
he met Uzgur Alii, who suddenly professed great friendship for him, accompanied him to Patna, 
and secured him lodgings in the City. He then attempted to sell to Kalay khan some gilt brass 
ornaments as gold. Uzgur Alii then induced his friend to advance Rs. 8 to two DebeewaUahs, 
and also to start with him for Benares. They were to leave- by the train ; and his pretended 
servant, Baboo khan, was sent on ahead to prepare dinner at Uzmut khan's Serai. Uzgur 
Alii, Kalay khan, and the two DebeewaUahs reached the Serai about 8 o'clock at night ; Baboo 
khan had there cooked dall and rice* The two friends ate out of one plate, tut Kalay khan re- 
marked that Uzgur Alii did not eat the dall. The- two DebeewaUahs and a beggar, who lived 
at the Serai, named Bechoo, also partook of the dall and rice. After eating the food Kalay 
Khan complained of feeling giddy, and went to the house of a friend who lived near the Serai, 
named Chowdry Sha, where he soon became insensible. The two Debeewallas and Bechoo. 
also became insensible at the Serai. Baboo Khan decamped, and his pretended master found it 
was his only plan to feign to be himself drugged. He acted his part so well, that he succeeded 
in deceiving the Police, who sent him to the Hospital. It will be remarked, that Kalay Khan,, 
by proceeding to the house of his friend, unconsciously foiled Uzgur Alii in this his second 
attempt to obtain possession of his money. Uzgur Alii informed the Police, that his servant 
Baboo Khan was the delinquent, — that he v<as an inhabitant of Ghazeepore, — and that 
Baboo Khan had nobbed him. of a Hoondee for 200 Rupees. Had. the Police enquired where 
he had obtained the Hoondee, there is no doubt the trick would have been discovered. Uz- 
gur Alii succeeded better in his third attempt to defraud his victim.. He induced Kalay 
Khan to trust him with 10 Rupees, under the pretence that he would secure Railway Tickets. 
Kalay khan believing that Baboo khan had duufged the party, and that Uzgur Alii was a 
fellow sufferer, gave him the IX) Baipees ; with these ten rupees Uzgur Alii decamped. Then. 
Kalay khan's eyes were opened, and he discovered the character of his pretended friend. On 
learning the above particulars, an experienced Police Officer at once came to the conclusion,, 
that Uzgur Alii was the real defendant in the case, and that Baboo khan most likely belonged 
to the gang/' 

"-In the second case made over to the Department, which* occurred at Pursah, one of the 
travellers who had been drugged, and who liwd at Nobutpore, in the Patna District, arrived. 
On examining her, she stated that a man had joined her party, (consisting of four other tra- 
vellers) at Jahana, on the Gya road? while they were returning from Calcutta.. On reaching 
Pursa, this man very officiously collected pice from the party of travellers, and offered to pur* 
chase food and cooking materials. Hie did"so, and after they had eaten,, he persuaded them to 
hurry on to Metapore, on pretence- of meeting the train, but^ in truth, to get them out of 
the public serai at Pursa. On the road,, the drug began to affect the travellers, and they 
lay down near Metapore, where they were found by the Police, robbed of all the ready 
money they had. The description the woman gave of the man, agreed exactly with, that of* 
Uzgur Ali; she was accordingly taken to Burh where Uzgur Alii had been sent. The 
Deputy Magistrate placed Uzgur Alii with seven or eight others, taken from the crowd, and 
the woman* when brought in, at once recognized him as the man who had met her at Jahana,. 
who had purchased dall and rice for. the party at Pursa, and. who had disappeared when, the- 
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travellers fell down near Metapors, where they lost their money and clothes. The Deputy 
Magistrate took down the woman's statement on oath." 

" The Magistrate committed Uzgur> AUi to the Sessions on these two charges, but the 
Jury acquitted the prisoner. The best commentary that can be offered on the verdict of the 
Jury in these two cases, is the fact that a few days after Uzgur Alii was convicted by 
another Jury, of having caused the death of a traveller, by drugging him ; and has been sen- 
tenced to capital punishment, thus proving that he belonged to a gang of poisoners/' 



Printed at the Genl, Supdt.'s Office Brett. 
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